
‘profoundly indignant 9 at massacre 

■BRUSSELS (AFP) — The European Union (EU) expressed its 
profound indignation” here Saturday at the Hebron massacre, and 
said Israel bore responsibility for protecting residents of the occupied 
/temtones.^ The EU issued a statement calling for a "full and 
3 immediate" inquiry into the shootings. But it appealed to all parties 
not to |« the "tragic events" undermine or delay the Middle East 
peace process. “The European Union calls upon the parties to refuse 
to allow themselves to be drawn into a spiral of violence.” EU 
European affairs ministers said in the statement. "While noting that 
the events have been condemned by the Israeli government, the EU 
holds that the authorities in the occupied territories must take full ■ 
responsibility for protecting the inhabitants." it said. The president of 
the EU council of foreign ministers. Greece's Theodores Pangalos, 
quoted Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat as saying that the attack could 
not have been carried out by one lone gunman. He quoted Mr. Arafat 
as saying in a letter to the EU that Israeli troops had fired on people 
escaping from the mosque, purportedly to stop the killer escaping. 
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‘Clinton to host Rabin- Arafat summit 9 

TEL AVIV (AP) — The Clinton administration has invited Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Palestinian leader Yawcr Aralat to 
a summit within the next few days in Washington, and Mr. Rab m has 
accepted/Israel Television reported Saturday. A spokesman for Mr. . 
Rabin denied the report, saying the only invitation out of Washington 
was to lower-level peace negotiators to resume tne talks. The tv 
report said the United States wants the two to meet to aim the region 
after a Jewish settler opened fire inside a mosque m Hebron on 
Friday, killing at least 60 worshippers. The report, citing sources close 
to Mr. Rabin, said he was readv to accept the invitation, but was 
waiting to hear from Mr. Arafat before formally announcing his 
intention to go. It quoted Mr. Rabin as saying. " I'm ready to got to 
Washington at any time." The report added that Mr. Rabin «P«ted 
Mr. Arafat to agree. Mr. Rabin's spokesman. Gad Ben -An. said 
Israel was ready to send its delegation to the peace talks to 
Washington this week. "The invitation is to get negotiations moving 
again,” Mr. Ben-Ari said denying any mention of a Rabin -A ratal 
summit. 
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Massacre casts gloom over Ml deast 

Protests and demand for world action heard from Arab capitals 


Israelis kill three more; 

"'2 

Jolence erupts in Jaffa 
ally held in Nazareth 






nbined agency dispatches 

LAELl SOLDIERS shot 
•d three Palestinian teena- 
V Saturday amid widespread 
[tests across the occupied 
^itories a day after a settler 
psacred at least 60 Pal esto- 
ps in a Hebron mosque, 
jlie people of Hebron de- 
J '.1 curfew to mourn their 
"d and reacted stoically to 
vs Israeli soldiers had killed 
ee more Arabs in protests 
linst the mosque massacre. 
Every neighbourhood in the 
Am of 110,000 was dotted 
th rows of plastic stools for 
oumers, who passed from 
)use to house to offer condo- 
rices to the families who lost 
Natives in Friday's slaughter 
t the Cave of the Patriarchs 
nd its aftermath. 

Soldiers and armed Jewish 
ettlers patrolled the narrow 
treets to enforce a curfew but 
hey did not break up the 
Palestinian wakes. 

The settlers were supposed 
o be confined by the army to 
heir five settlements' in the 
Hebron area but they walked 
with Uzi sub-machineguns 
alongside soldiers. 

Protests against the killings 
continued in the occupied ter- 
ritories and spread to the Arab 
towns of Jaffa and Nazareth 
inside Israel on Saturday. 

At least 70 people have died 
since immigrant American 
. doctor Baruch Goldstein 
; sprayed bullets at Palestinians 
1 at prayer early on Friday. The 
| . massacre and ensuing clashes 
were the worst day of blood- 
, shed in Israel’s 27-year-old 


occupation of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Israel TV reported an army 
investigation found that two 
Israeli soldiers fired their 
weapons inside the mosque 
when they thought a colleague 
was in trouble and may have 
been responsible for some of 
the deaths, (see separate story) 

Questions about army in- 
volvement fuelled fury over 
Friday’s attack as troops killed 
three Palestinian teenagers and 
wounded more than 50 Arabs, 
two of them reported in critical 
condition, in widespread 
clashes throughout the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip Saturday. 

Protests spread to Arab 
areas in Israel for the first time 
since the outbreak of, the 
Palestinian uprising in Decem- 
ber 1987. 

Thousands of Israeli Arabs 
marched in the streets and 
threw stones at police who 
answered with tear-gas and 
shots in the air. 

In Tel Aviv’s Jaffa district, 
hundreds of Arabs attacked 
Jews, smashed the windows of 
Jewish stores and burned cars. 
In Nazareth, 3,000 protesters 
marched with placards calling 
for Israel to “disarm settlers 
and enforce the law." Some 
stoned the police station. 

’ Israeli curfews, were en- 
forced^ across the occupied ter- 
ritories in a' vain effort to con- 
tain the protests. 

But the government was re- 
ported to be preparing to out- 
law Kach, the anti-Arab group 
to which gunman Goldstein/. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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A Pal estinian youth throws a tear-gas grenade camp in East Jerusalem during heavy clashes on 
back to Israeli soldiers at the Shawfat refugee Saturday (AFP photos) 

PLO: No U.S. talks 
unless demands met 

Kaddoumi-callsfor international protection 
for Palestinians, dismantling of settlements 


TUNIS (Agencies) — A senior 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) official said there 
could be no peace talks with 
Israel in Washington unless in- 
ternational 0 protection was 
guaranteed to Palestinians in 
the occupied territories and 
Jewish settlements were dis- 
1 mantled. <> 


“Continuing negotiations i% 
now impossible." PLO’s fore- 
ign affairs chief Farouk Kad- 
doumi said in a statement. 

The PLO made its demands 
after the massacre of Palesti- 
nians in a Hebron mosque by 
one or more. Jewish settlers on 
Friday. Israeli officials have 
already rejected the condi- 


tions. 

Commenting on President 
Bill Clinton’s invitation to re- 
sume talks in Washington, (see 
page 2), Mr. Kaddoumi said: 
"Transporting negotiations is 
not enough. This invitation to 


(Continued mi page 5) 


Irabs and Muslims enraged, 
lemand international action 


Amman protesters 
pledge retribution 


JICOSLA (Agencies) — Tens 
if thousands of angry demon- 
trators poured into the streets 
rf Arab and Islamic capitals on 
Saturday to denounce the mas- 
•acre of Muslim worshippers in 
he Israeli-occupied West 
5ank. 

Islamic states asked the 
J.N. Security Council for im- 
nediate action to ensure inter- 
lational protection for the 
J alestin1ah3"iiT occupied terri- 
jnries and to force Israel to 
i^arm Jewish settlers. 

The 51-member Organisa- 
;ion of Islamic Conference 
OIC) said in a statement from 
ts Jeddah headquarters that 
he Friday killing of dozens of 
»alestinians in Hebron’s Ibra- 
iimi Mosque was a blow to 
teace efforts. 

It said OIC Secretary- 
Jeneral Hamid A1 Gabid 
ppealed to the Security Coun- 


ril“to act with resolute firm- 
ness to secure the necessary 
international protection for the 
Palestinian citizens.” 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres said on Saturday 
Israel rejects the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation’s (PLO) 
call for an international force 
to protect Palestinians in the 
occupied territories following 
the massacre. 

The OIC statement said Mr. 
Gabid urged the Security 
Council “to force Israel to en- 
sure an adequate climate for 
the success of the ongoing 
negotiations, by adhering (to 
the PLO-lsrael peace 
accord)... and by disarming the 
gangs of Zionist settlers.” 

Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati called for an 
emergency meeting of OIC to 
consider coordinated Islamic 
action over the massacre. 


Tehran Radio said. 

“The organisation is facing a 
serious test and its credibility is 
at stake,” Mr. Velayati said in 
a letter to Mr. Gabid. “There 
is a need for an immediate and 
positive response to the wishes 
of Muslim people and militant 
groups." 

He urged the OIC to review 
the latest developments in the 
occupied territories and take 
measures for "coordinated 
Islamic action in the face of 
Zionist plots and terror." 

The Arab League will meet 
'in Cairo on Sunday at the 
request of PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat to discuss what action 
to take following the massacre, 
the league’s secretary-general, 
Esmat Abdul Meguid, said. 

Earlier a senior PLO offi- 
cial, Samir Ghoshe.- said the 

(Continued on page 5) 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan .Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Gloom, shock 
and anger hung over Amman' 
Saturday as flags flew at half 
mast, many schoolchildren 
staged sporadic protest mar- 
ches and a two-hour closure to ; 
mourn the victims of Friday's 
Hebron massacre. 

Jordanians of all back- 
grounds showed their outrage 
by taking to the streets in one 
of the most spontaneous public 
outbursts of anger since the 
Gulf war. In Irbid. Salt, Baqaa 
and all over Amman, men. 
women and children took to 
the streets waving black and 
green as well as Palestinian 
flags, shouting Islamic slogans 
and calling for an end to 
“negotiations with the 
enemy.” 

“No need to . speak with 


those who murder us. Speak 
their language, the language of 
jihad,” said a speaker at the A1 
Husseini Mosque during noon 
prayers Saturday. 

Speaking to a crowd of some 
2,500 people gathered in the 
downtown square in front of 
the mosque after marching 
from different districts of Am- 
■ man, the speakers urged Mus- 
lims to "return to your faith 
and become defenders of the 
faith in Palestine as in Bosnia.” 
■ “The trio that betrayed 
you,” (Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak) Rabin, (U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill) Clinton and (Pales- 
tine leader Yasser) Arafat 
must not be allowed to pave 
the way of our future." said 
one speaker from inside the 
mtaque whose address was 
broadcast through loudspeak- 
ers. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israeli soldiers killed several in massacre’ 


IEBRON, occupied West 
lank (Agencies) — Israel 
Television and Palestine Li- 
>e ration Organisation (PLO)- 
.ifficials said Saturday that not 
11 of the mosque massacre 
ictims were gunned down by a 
ewish settler and that some 
ad been killed by Israeli sol- 
iers and others crushed to 
eath in a stampede. 

■ Israeli authorities have con- 
snded all victims slain in the 
iosque were killed by a lone 
.unman, a Jewish settler dres- 
s'd in an army uniform who 
•pened fire on the 800 wor- 
hippers as they knelt in 
jrayer. 

; Lieutenant-General Ehud 

3 arak. the armed forces chief 
jf staff, said soldiers fired only 
yarning shots outside the mos- 
-jiie and “not inside, not 
i gainst the Arabs." 


“Inside the mosque, nothing 
was shot. Here, at the entr- 
ance. they (soldiers) shot a few 
(bullets), but in the air," Gen. 
Barak told reporters outside 
the Ibrahim Mosque at the 
Tomb of the Patriarchs. 

He said a full inquiry into 
the incident would be complete 
in one or two days. 

Israel TV and radio said 
revised figures indicated 58 
Palestinians were killed Fri- 
day, including 39 in the mos- 
que and 19 by troops in subse- 
quent rioting. Some 250 were 
wounded in the mosque and 
later protests, the reports said. 

The state -owned television, 
citing initial findings emerging 
from an Israeli army investiga- 
tion. said the gunman left his 
home in the nearby Jewish 
settlement of Kiryat Arba at 
about 5:30 a.m. and arrived at 


the Ibrahim Mosque soon af- 
ter. 

The attacker, physician 
Baruch Goldstein, was dressed 
in an army uniform and was 
not checked for weapons when 
he entered the building. He 
rushed to the Muslim prayer 
room, hiding behind a pillar 
between the tombs of Sarah 
and Abraham so guards could 
not see him on closed-circuit 
television, the report said. 

"Goldstein fired three maga- 
zines. about 100 bullets, and 
then one of the Islamic officials 
threw a fire extinguisher at 
him, and the worshippers beat 
him to death with iron bars,” 
the TV reported. 

“In the meantime, soldiers 
reached the hall and in the 
pandemonium, apparently 
some of them fired and killed 
additional worshippers. A few 


of the worshippers were also 
crushed to death in the subse- 
quent stampede," the report 
said. 

Palestinian leaders and 
several witnesses had charged 
earlier that soldiers were in- 
volved in the attack. 

PLO negotiator Nabil 
Shaath said Saturday eight of 
Friday's victims at the mosque 
were shot to death by soldiers 
at the mosque's entrance. 
Egypt’s Middle East News 
Agency reported. 

“Palestinians pray daily in 
the mosque with the Israeli 
army guns pointed to their 
heads," Dr. Shaath was quoted 
as saying. “Where was the 
Israeli army at the time of the 
massacre." 

“If no real protection is pro- 
vided to the Palestinian people 
from the Israeli settlers, we 


Jordan shares grief, remains 
steadfast in support — King 

His Majesty urges lawmakers to rise 
above disputes and personal clashes 


will face new massacres, every 
day.” 

Reporters saw settlers car- 
rying Uzi submachine guns 
mingling with soldiers outside 
the mosque after Friday’s mas- 
sacre. 

Israeli Police Minister 
Moshe Shaval. meanwhile, in- 
sisted the .massacre was the 
work of a lone settler wielding 
his army issue automatic rifle. 

He strongly denied claims 
from Palestinian witnesses that 
Israeli soldiers had opened fire 
in the confusion or that up to 
five, settlers helped him and 
disappeared. 

"There were absolutely no 
shots fired by Israeli soldiers," 
Mr. Shahal told Israeli radio. 

He also dismissed claims of a 
"plot." 

(Continued on page 5) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein said Saturday 
Jordan shared the grief of the 
Palestinians over the Hebron 
massacre and reaffirmed the 
Kingdom's support for the 
Palestinians’ struggle to regain 
their land and rights. 

“We are a united family, 
sharing the grief, the pain and 
the sadness covered by the 
dastardly crime — the ' ugliest 
that could be imagined, a 
crime that was committed at 
dawn Friday at Al Ibrahimi 
Mosque in Hebron this Holy 
Month of Ramadan," King 
Hussein said. 

“We would like to stress 
here that we stand by our 
brethren in the Israeli- 
occupied Arab lands not in 
these moments alone but in 
every moment of our life, sup- 
porting their steadfastness, 
their perseverance and their 


attachment to their land and 
their defence of their right. We 
are confident that they will 
come out victorious at the 
end," King Hussein said dur- 
ing a visit to Khalil Al Rahman 
Society in Amman where he 
offered his condolences over 
the death of the worshippers in 
the Ibrahimi Mosque in Heb- 
ron. 

“We stand with our brothers 
in these difficult circumstances 
as they face this crucial test and 
in their suffering. We back 
their efforts with all our poten- 
tials and express solidarity with 
our brothers and the relatives 
of the martyrs and the wound- 
ed in the Hebron massacre," 
he said.' 

“When we used to discuss 
the subject of holy places, call- 
ing for religious rule over Isla- 
mic holy places, our call was 
sincere and responsible," the 


King said. 

“The series of tragic events 
since the burning of the Al 
Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem (in 
1968), the subsequent desecra- 
tion of the Islamic and Christ- 
ian holy places and finally Fri- 
day’s massacre only provide a 
dear indication that our de- 
mand is right and that we 
should continue to demand 
that sovereignty over the holy 
places should be that of God 
alone, to ensure the right of 
worshipping for those who can 
provide protection to the holy 
shrines,” the King said. 

King Hussein railed on the 
public to with this event 
with 'Vision and reason and 
determination" to control their 
temper more than any time in 
the past. 

He also called for unity 
(Continued on page 5) 


Deputies condemn Israel, 
urge Arab- Islamic action 


By Ayman Al Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament Saturday 
strongly condemned "the ugly 1 
massacre committed by the 
Zionist authorities through its 
settlers" against Palestinian . 
worshippers in the Cave of 
Patriaidis in Hebron on Friday 
and urged international protec- 
tion for Palestinians in the 
occupied territories. 

“As it condemns this crime 
and the conspiracy of ! the 
Israeli occupation forces with 
the settlers as well as the con- 
spiracy of the hegemonous 
forces with the occupation, the 
(House) declares that it is time 
for Arab awakening,” the de- 
puties said. 

“Statements of condemna- 
tions will not relieve the nation 
of its duty," ttie House said in 
a statement issued hours after 
the end of a special session 
held to discuss what House 
Speaker Taher Al Masri called 
a serious event and a huge 
massacre. 

“Statements of condemna- 
tions have become abundant 
and so have international deri- 
sions ... but the Zionist enemy 
continues to shed Palestinian 
blood,” the statment said. 

The House urged the Arab 
and Muslim nations “to- con- 
front the aggression, overcome 
their differences 'and unify 
their stands because (all Arab 
countries), are targetted." 

In the statement, which was 


drafted by the House's, perma- 
. neat ■ office, 'deputies urged 
' Arab and Muslim countries to 
move on the international level 
and at the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil to have the international 
community stand up to the 
“aggression and demand that 
Israel withdraw from the occu- 
pied Arab territories and pro- 
vide protection to the Palesti- 
nians until the pullout is com- 
pleted." 

The House called on. Arab 
and international parliaments 
to condemn the continuous 
Israeli crimes against the 
Palestinians and guarantee 
their rights, mainly their right 
to setf-rie termination. 

While expressing apprecia- 
tion of the immediate steps the 
government took in reaction to 
tiie massacre, the deputies 
urged the executive authority 
to increase its efforts to 
guarantee -Arab, Muslim and 
international support for the 
Palestinians. 

During the session, lawmak- 
ers said the massacre empha- 
sises the necessity of concrete 
measures to protect Palestinian 
civilians in tne occupied terri- 
tories but differed on how it 
should affect the Arab-Israeli 
peace talks. 

The 16-member Islamic Ac- 
tion Front (IAF) bloc said the 
* House should demand that the 
government withdraw from the 
negotiations but failed to get a 
House vote on its bid after 
other -deputies argued its con- 
stitutionality. 


The House must call on the 
government “to abandon the 
bilateral and multilateral nego- 
tiations and move towards pre- 
paring the people to support 
our armed forces in the coming 
battle of honour,” Deputy 
Hamzeh Mansour said in a 
speech on behalf of the IAF 
bloc. 

“This criminal act has 
proven the correctness of the 
position of the IAF and other • 
national, pan- Arab and Islamic 
forces ... that it is impossible to 
coexist with the Jewish enemy 
and that (the peace process) . 
consolidates the occupation of 
our lands and holy places,” the 
IAF said. 

'Mr. Masri argued against 
putting the IAF bid to vote on 
the grounds that such an im- 
portant decision should not be ■ 
taken after a “hasty and super- 
ficial discussion,” pointing out 
that the session was specifically 
railed to discuss the massacre 
and not the policies of the 
government. 

.. But. Mr. Masri, who said the 
massacre rings extra alarm be- 
cause it happened “in' a mos- 
que, the most saraed of 
places,” said the House could 
hold a special session to discuss 
Jordan’s participation in the 
peace process if the deputies 
request it. 

Deputy Abd.ul Karim 
Kabanti angered IAF deputies 
when he. said it was unconstitu- 
tional to interfere' in His 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Gulf Arabs blame Israeli 
government for massacre 




DUBAI (Agencies) — Gulf 
Arab states held the Israeli 
government responsible for 
Friday's massacre by an Israeli 
settler of Palestinians at a mos- 
que in the West Bank and 
hoped the attack would not 
jeopardise Middle East peace 
efforts. 

The governments of Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar and the 
United Arab Emirates conde- 
mned in separate statements 
the killing of at least 60 Palesti- 
nian worshippers and the 
wounding of scores by one or- 
more Israeli settlers in Heb- 
ron. 

They urged the international 
community and the United Na- 
tions to take practical mea- 
sures to protect Palestinians in 
the occupied territories. 

The official Saudi Press 
Agency quoted an official 
source as saying m a statement 
that “the Israeli government 
was responsible for this mas- 
sacre for ignoring the crimes 
that Israeli settlers commit 
against unarmed Palestinians." 

“The source said this crime 
might have negative effects on 
the peace process in the Mid- 
dle East," SPA said. 

Saudi Arabia blamed Israel 
for failing to stop settler 
attacks on Palestinians. 

The Saudi official said the 
killings were a sign of extremism, 
chauvinism and disregard for 
human rights.” 

Urging the international 
community to protect the 
Palestinians, the official said 
“Israel is responsible for this 
massacre, for having ignored 
Israeli settlers' crimes against 
unarmed Palestinians. 

The Emirates News Agency 
said an official source blamed 
in a statement the Israeli gov- 
ernment *‘because it has 
allowed the settlers to arm 
themselves and ignored then- 
attacks and repeated crimes 
against unarmed Palestinians." 

The UAE source urged the 
U.N. “to take practical steps to 
protect the civilian Palestinians 
and especially to disarm the 
settlers and remove their set- 
tlements from occupied terri- 
tories." 

Qatar’s Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Jassim Ben 


Jabr At Thani hoped in a state- 
ment that the massacre would 
not affect the peace process, 
while a Kuwaiti Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman told Kuwait’s 
news agency KUNA that the 
Security Council should 
guarantee the rights and the 
safety of the Palestinians. 

Lebanon called the massacre 
a reminder of the holocaust 
and said it would cloud the 
atmosphere at the Middle East 
peace talks. 

Foreign Minister Faris 
Bouez blamed the Israeli gov- 
ernment, saying that while it 
held peace talks with the Arabs 
it also acted as a “partner" to 
Israeli radicals opposing peace. 

“This massacre is a reminder 
of the holocaust,” he told re- 
porters. “This incident will dis- 
turb the atmosphere of the 
peace negotiations.” 

Prime Minister Rafik AI 
Hariri said the massacre was 
the “natural result” of Israel's 
policy of putting settlers in the 
occupied territories and called 
for international action to end 
the occupation. 

“We call the international 
community to ponder over this 
crime to find out its meaning 
which would lead to holding 
Israel folly responsible for 
shedding the blood of innocent 
people," he added. “What is 
required also is collective ac- 
tion which puts an end to the 
continuation of the Israeli 
occupation and pushes the 
peace process forward." 

The pro-Iranian Hizbollah, 
which vehemently opposes 
peace talks with Israel, vowed 
to step up guerrilla attacks on 
Israeli forces occupying a buf- 
fer zone in South Lebanon. 

Hizbollah (Party of God) 
said it would work with Palesti- 
nian groups to bring down “the 
(PLO- Israeli) Gaza-Jericho 
deal whicb encourages Jews to 
commit massacres." 

Shei kh Mohammad Hussein 
Fadlallah, spiritual leader of 
Lebanon's pro-Iranian Muslim 
fundamentalists, said the mas- 
sacre showed there could be no 
coexistence between Arabs 
and Jews even if Arab states 
and Israel signed peace. 

“The response (to the mas- 
sacre) is that the Arab and 


Islamic world should spring 
forth to wipe out Israel from 
existence, even after 50 years," 
Sheikh Fadlallah told worship- 
pers in Beirut. “Only the strug- 
gling method... stands up to 
this Jewish method.” 

Mr. Bouez accused tbe 
Israeli government of two- 
faced behaviour. He said it was 
simultaneously holding peace 
talks with the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation. Syria, Jor- 
dan and Lebanon and collabor- 
ating with Israeli radicals 
opposed to the negotiations. 

“This incident is a result of 
the continuous provocation by 
the (Israeli) government as a 
result of its supporting tbe re- 
jection (of the peace process) 
which is part of this govern- 
ment's policy,” Mr. Bouez 
said. 

The Israeli government's 
attitude was one of “weakness 
at least towards those trying to 
work to sabotage the peace 
process,” he added. 

Libyan leader Colonel 
Moammar Qadhafi accused 
the Israeli government of mas- 
terminding the massacre . 

In a statement distributed by 
the official JANA news agen- 
cy, Colonel Qadhafi said that 
the massacre “is a horrible 
terroristic crime... officially 
planned by the Israeli govern- 
ment.” 

In a separate statement, 
JANA announced that Libya 
was in mourning. Islamic 
prayers for martyrs were re- 
cited in mosques across the. 
country. The official radio and 
television cut away from nor- 
mal programming and switch- 
ed to mournful music and re- 
citations from the Koran. 

Col. Qadhafi accused the 
West of providing the Jewish 
state with arms and nuclear 
bombs to be used to quell “one 
of humanity’s most sacred 
causes in the modern age.” 

“The West supports Israeli 
terrorism and treats the wor- 
riers of the Palestinian people 
like criminals,”, the statement 
monitored in Cairo said. 

The statement added that “if 
there were a real Security 
Council and if there were a real 
United Nations other than the 
ones controlled by the Christ- 



A Palestinian woman who has many relatives in 
Hebron in the occupied West Bank cries at her 
Baghdad residence Saturday following Friday’s 


massacre of more than 60 Muslim worshippers at 
a mosque in Hebron (AFP photo) 





Israeli soldiers keep watch over die Shawfat 
refugee camp in Jerusalem during heavy clashes 
following Friday's massacre of more than 60 


Palestinians by a Jewish settler ■ in a mosque in 
tbe town of Hebron (AFP photo) 


ians, we would see anyone 
supporting Israeli terrorism 
blacklisted, with a sea and air 
embargo imposed on them.” 

On Dec. I, the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council stiffened air, arms 
and diplomatic sanctions im- 
posed in April 1992. The new 
restrictions include a freeze on 
some Libyan financial assets 
and bans on supply of oil refin- 
ery equipment. Libya’s main 
foreign currency earner is the 
oil industry. 

In his * statement. Col. 
Qadhafi compared Israeli lead- 


ers with Palestinian guerrilla 
bosses implicated in some of 
the bloodiest attacks. 

“Abu Nidal, Ahmad Jibril 
and others of the Palestinian 
people’s fighters are angels 
compared to the Israeli mons- 
ters.” he said. 

Abu Nidal, whose real name 
is Sabri Al Banna, and Mr. 
Jibril lead factions that long 
ago broke with the Palestine 
liberation Organisation's 
mainstream Fateh movement. 

In Cairo, the outlawed Mus- 
lim Brotherhood party urged 


the international community to 
send troops to protect Palesti- 
nian civilians and save holy 
Islamic and Christian sites. 

“This terrible crime only re- 
flects the Zionists' offensive 
nature," the Brotherhood said 
in* a dispatch faxed to the 
Associated Press. They “took 
the country and made its own- 
ers into refugees or living 
under occupation and coer- 
cion." 

The Muslim Brotherhood is 
tolerated by tbe Egyptian gov- 
ernment but- banned by law. 


U.S. troops leaving Somalia with successes, failures 


& 


Reid G. Miller 

le Associated Press 
MOGADISHU — Sword 
Base. Hunter Base. Victory 
Base. 

They were incongruous, 
bellicose-sounding names for 
American military bases in 
Somalia, hard-edged names us 
inconsistent with a humanita- 
rian mission as was the policy 
that guided it. 

The desert-tan camouflage 
fatigues of i£e Americans are 
gone riow from these heavily 
fortified positions in southern 
Mogadishu, replaced by the 
darker green uniforms of other 
nations. 

As U.S. soldiers withdraw 
from Somalia, they leave be- 
hind a mixed record of success 
and failure in trying to rescue 
the nation from famine and 
anarchy and put it on a path 
towards democracy. 

Their major success came 
early. 

When U.S. Marines arrived 
on Dec. 9. 1992. the United 
Nations estimated that two 
million Somalis might die in a 
devastating famine. 

More rhan 350.01K) already 
were dead of starvation, dis- 
ease and warfare among clan 
militias. 

Within a month, more than 
25.000 U.S. servicemen and 
women and 13.00U soldiers 
from 20 other nations had 


opened blocked sea and air 
ports in Mogadishu and in the 
southern city of Kismayu. 
Food convoys were rolling into 
the interior along roads once 
controlled by bandirs and war- 
lords — “Indian country." the 
Americans called it. 

The famine, already waning, 
was halted. 

That triumph was soon 
obscured, however, as ' the 
humanitarian mission passed 
into the hands of the United 
Nations. It became a small- 
scale war that, ultimately, the 
American public could not sto- 
mach. . 

Only slightly over 2.UCW 


American soldiers remain in 
Somalia, all but a handful 
assembled at the Mogadishu 
airport awaiting transport 
home. They abandoned the 
streets months ago to young 
Somali toughs brandishing 
once-forbidden weapons. 

As the withdrawal nears an 
end, U.S. commanders blame 
the failures on policymakers — 
in Washington and at U.N. 
headquarters in New York — 
who they feel set goals the 
United Nations had neither the 
expertise, resources nor man- 
power to achieve. Today, some 
of those goals have been aban- 
doned. 

Consider: 

— The United States, and 
then the United Nations, tried 


to diminish the political influ- 
ence of General Mohammad 
Farah Aideed. a warlord who 
controlled the southern half of 
Mogadishu. 

Later, the United Nations 
accused him of masterminding 
attacks June 5 that killed 24 
Pakistani peacekeepers. It put a 
S25.000 price on his head and 
tried to arrest him. That effort 
ended when IS Americans 
were killed in a battle with. 
Gen. Aideed’s militia Oct. 3-1 
in a bungled attempt to arrest 
some of his lieutenants. The 
United Nations now treats 
Aideed as a political leader. 

— Somalia is arguably no 
closer to democracy’ than when 
the Americans arrived. The 
United Nations is trying to 
build a government from the 
grass roots. Gen. Aideed re- 
jects the U.N. effort and says 
he is close to forming his own 
transitional government in 
partnership with other faction 
leaders. 

— Banditry, attacks on pri- 
vate aid agencies and armed 
skirmishes between clans have 
been on the rise throughout 
southern Somalia since the 
U.S. decision to withdraw was 
announced in October — a 
decision followed by Belgium. 
France, Germany. Greece. Ita- 
ly, Norway, Tunisia and Tur- 
key. Security in some areas is 
as bad as it ever was. 


— The United Nations pins 
its hopes of controlling the 
violence on recruiting and 
training an independent 
10.000-member national police 
force. The United States has 
contributed S25 million in 
weapons, ammunition, vehi- 
cles and other equipment. 
U.N. officials say the forces 
success will depend on its 
acceptance by Somalis. Gen. 
Aideed says he plans to form 
his own police force. 

— The Americans arrived 
with no thought of disarming 
Somalia or trying to build 
democratic institutions, goals 
they deemed either impossible 
or impracticable. But the Un- 
ited States lent its vote to a 
Security Council resolution 
giving those tasks to the U.N. 
force that took over from the 
U % S.-led military coalition in 
May. Earlier this month, the 
United Nations abandoned any 
idea of forcible disarmament. 

— Since the U.N. takeover 
10 months ago. 25 Americans 
soldiers have been killed and 
128 wounded in combat with 
militia forces. In all. the Un- 
ited Narions has lost Ki 
peacekeepers and had 329 
wounded. No accurate count 
has been made of Somali 
casualties, but they are esti- 
mated in the hundreds. So 
many casualties would have 
been inconceivable a year ago. 


“The breakdown came in 
defining the follow-on role" of 
the U.N. force, said Raoul 
Archambault of the U.S. 
Arm’s 10th mountain Division. 
Its men and women were among 
more than 8.000 Americans 
who made up the largest single 
contingent in a 34.000-member 
U.N. force from 30 nations. 

Other U.S. military officers 
said disarmament never was 
feasible in a country that both 
sides in the cold war had used 
as a dumping ground for hun- 
dreds of thousands of weapons 
of every description. Nor did 
they ever relish the task of 
trying to capture Gen. Aideed. 
a job that fell largely to the 
Americans and one they said 
was more suited to policemen 
than to soldiers. 

“As the U.S. role comes to a 
close, the very same players 
are on the stage." Colonel 
Archambault said in an inter- 
view, referring to Gen. Aideed 
and his fellow warlords. 

“We've always been dealing 
with a group of thugs. The 
intelligensia and the middle 
class left a long time ago. Any 
attempt to get a civil govern- 
ment short of dictatorship will 
have to lure the middle class 
and the refugees back into the 
country. 

“I think you are going to see 
anarchy in this country, prob- 
ably by the end of the year. 


The emergency will start 
again.” 

American withdrawal began 
in January and will end next 
month in much rhe same way 
the initial intervention was 
launched more than a year 
ago, with the landing of U.S. 
Marines in Mogadishu. 

This time, tbe Marines will 
form a rear guard protecting 
the withdrawal of the last 
American soldiers, a force 
so weakened by reduction in 
size and removal of its heavy 
weapons that it will be no 
longer be capable of defending 
itself. 

The Marine expeditionary 
unit, about 2.2U0 men based on 
four navy ships off Mogadishu, 
will itself be protected by 
another seaborne marine unit 
and a navy carrier group that 
sits farther offshore wiih 
enough air power to level what 
remains of Mogadishu after 
fchree years of off-and-on war- 
fare. 

U.S. soldiers come to Soma- 
lia by air. but most are leaving 
by sea for Mombasa. Kenya, 
where they board transport 
planes for home. 

Their commanders did nor 
want to risk having a planeload 
of Americans shot out of the 
sky as it took off from Moga- 
dishu. 

That would have been the 
final failure. 
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Hebron massacre 
unlikely to derail 



peace negotiations 


By Alan Eisner 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — The Un- 
ited States. Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) responded to 
the Hebron massacre of 
dozens of Palestinians by an 
Israeli settler Friday with a 
bold diplomatic attempt to 
turn tragedy into peace. 

Reacting quickly to the 
massacre. President Bill Clin- 
ton invited- the Israelis and 
Palestinians to Washington to 
tie up the remaining loose 
ends of their historic interim 
peace agreement within a re- 
latively short time. 

Anxious to contain the vio- 
lent fallout from the shooting 
and prevent extremists on 
either side from capturing rhe 
initiative. Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
PLO leader Yasser Arafat 
agreed. 

“Extremists on both sides 
are determined to drag Arabs 
and Israelis back into the 
darkness of unending con- 
flict." Mr. Clinton said in 
condemning the massacre of 
at least 48 Palestinian wor- 
shippers in a West Bank 
mosque. 

"The answer now is to re- 
double our efforts to con- 
clude the talks between the 
Israel and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation and 
begin implementation of the 
agreement they have made as 
rapidly as possible." Mr. 
Clinton said. 

Analysts said the massacre 
seemed unlikely to destroy 
peace efforts. 

"No. it doesn't derail the 
peace process." said Richard 
Haass. a Middle East adviser 
to former President George 
Bush. 

“Something of this sort was 
inevitable. Whenever moder- 
ates get busy making peace, 
radicals get busier trying to 
destroy it." said Dr. Haass. 
who is now with the Carnegie 
Endowment for International 
Peace. 

“But once the emotions 
clear, the same realities re- 
main for both sides." 

Analyst Judith Kipper of 
the Brookings Institution 
agreed. “It will not stop the 
peace process. Nothing is 
going to stop the peace pro- 
cess. This is obviously a huge 
event. But if the parties 
handle it right, they can get 
over it," she said. 

Analysts said both Mr. 
Rabin and Mr. Arafat had to 
try to ensure that rhe mas- 
sacre remained an isolated 
event and not the beginning 
of a new spiral of violence. 

In the initial spillover, at 
least 12 more Palestinians 
were shot dead in clashes 
with Israelis that erupted 
throughout the occupied ter- 
ritories after the shooting. 
Police also fired teargas to 
disperse 120,000 Arab who 
'massed in Jerusalem, but 
there were no reports of 
casualties there and the pro- 
test fizzled out. 

Mr. Arafat may have the 
tougher task restoring order 
to his shocked ranks . Operat- 
ing from his far-off base in 
Tunis, he was already under 
pressure from hardliners who 
reject his peace deal with 
Israel, and he faced internal 
challenges from those who 
dislike his leadership style. 

Mr. Arafat said the whole 
Middle East peace process 
could backfire. He called 
PLO leaders to a crisis meet- 
ing in Tunis. 

“What has happened today 
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in the mosque is a real 
tragedy and will make a very 
negative backfire on the 
whole peace process." he' 
toldCNNtelevision in an inter- 
view. >4 

A close aide to Mr.^rafct 
said the shooting^^teg 
doom for the PL^srt^ 
peace deal, negotiat^iiseg.- 
ret in Norway and 
fanfare in Washingtep^l^; 

September ' J?;. 

“What happened at Hetj-’ 
ran is rhe last nail in 
coffin for the Oslo accord" 

Jibril Rajub. Mr. Arafat's 
adviser for occupied territor- 
ies affairs, told Reuters in 
Tunis. 

But the PLO leader may 
have little choice in the long 
ran but to pursue peace with 
Israel. He has nailed his coj- 
ours to the interim peace 
agreement and was seen 
around the world shaking 
hands with Mr. Rabin. • 

The agreement, which en- 
visages an Israeli military 
withdrawal from the occu- 
pied Ga 2 a Strip and the West 
Bank town of Jericho, has 
been hard to complete. But 
the parties were getting dosfc 
in intensive talks over recent 
weeks. 

Paradoxically. Mr. Rabin 
may be strengthened by the' 
massacre, which could 
weaken and isolate the mili- 
tant settler movement in 
Israeli society. 

Mr. Rabin was bound to 
come into confrontation at 
some point with die-hard set- 
tlers who believe they are 
commanded by God to pre- 
serve Israeli control over the 
West Bank. 

Now the 120,000 settlers 
will find themselves reviled 
by large sections of Israeli 
society. This could increase 
Mr. Rabin's motivation td 
accelerate the showdown by 
trying to strike a ' final deal 
with the PLO. _ „ 

USIA adds: A senior adminis- jP P 
tration official said the mote “ 

intense round of Washington ,, , ; 
talks may begin as early as next '■ 

ivppk and urin inunlv^ iha hdm - *»:■ - ' ’ 
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week and will involve the same 
Israeli and Palestinian bargain- 
ers who have made what he — 
called “encouraging progress" ' 
in a series of sessions in Tate : x 
and Cairo. The remaining issues, : . ■ 
he suggested, involve security ’!:. -, 
matters in Gaza and Jericho, ■. 
including the role of Palesti- . 
man police; the nature of eco- 
nomic relations between Israel - : 

and the Palestinians; and the - . l . 
transfer of authority from _ . 
Israelis to Palestinians at as.--. .. 
many as 45 or 46 locations^ • 

^ He said the U.S. purpose is . . 

“to accelerate the negotiations . • . 

... and to try to bring them to a ' 
successful conclusion in the’, 
shortest possible time." The .. . ■ 
“essence” of the American 
role, he added, “is suppor- 
tive," but he acknowledged '^ . 

that administration officials; 1 
would be “active" fariiitatoR. ■ 

U.S. diplomats, he explained, • 
will be talking to each side, " 
exploring the needs of each, 
and assessing how each side "- 
interprets the positions of the 1 -;' 
other. “We can help identify • 
what the differences are," he' "r 
said, "and sometimes we can ', 
be helpful by clarifying each 
side’s understanding of the":: -. .. 
other’s stance." - r_ - 

The official said Mr. Clinton • ■ 
issued the invitation . 

Washington because the mo* ; - 
que massacre “had the poten-- 
rial to unravel the progress that 
had been made. We wanted to 
make sure the process was not -’.^-1. 
derailed and to be certain we 1 :-, r, " 
did everything we could to .r ,1' 
make sure that is not the case.’’ ' 
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His Majesty King Hussein Saturday per- 
.forms the Maghreb prayers with His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hass an. Prince 
• Abdullah Ben A1 Hussein. Lower House of 


Parliament Speaker Taher Masri and other 
religious officials and legislators. King Hus- 
sein later hosted an iftar for the Lower 
House deputies (Petra photo) 


1-day public safety conference 
to improve present measures 


-4 


' By Rana Husseini 

.Special to the Jordan Times 

,/^MMAN — A public safety 
conference will be held today 
.'({Sunday) under the patronage 
of His Royal Highness Crown 
r Prince Hass an to review pre- 
sent safety procedures at insti- 
tutes around the Kingdom and 
"fpake recommendations and 
suggestions to improve these 
measures. 

i . The one-day conference will 
'discuss ways to esnure that 
'public and private institutes 
.and factories meet safety rec, 
_ulations, according to Captain 
Raouf Ma’aytah, director of 
'public relations at the Civil 
..Defence Department (CDD). 
, Capt. Ma'aytah told the. Jor- 
dan limes that all concerned 


authorities will submit working 
papers, and recommendations 
and propose new legislation to 
ensure safety measures at all 
institutes. 

He said participants will be 
divided into committees, and 
each committee will study the 
proposals then submit recom- 
mendations for approval. 

Capt. Ma'aytah said there 
were continuous efforts by the 
authorities to conduct a confer- 
ence on safety, but what spur- 
red them to schedule. Sun- 
day’s conference was the Safe- 
way fire that occurred on Dec. 
11, 1993. More than 300 peo- 
ple were injured in the inci- 
dent, which was said to be 
caused by an electrical short 
circuit. 

"The Safeway blaze was like 


an alarm to us. and it was 
one of the important reasons 
for convening the conference.” 
Capt. Ma'aytah told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

He said, for example, when 
the new rules and regulations 
will be applied, all factories 
and corporations will be re- 
quired to have first aid boxes. 

In addition, he said, some 
newly-built factories do not 
meet safety specifications. 

"But now, before obtaining 
a licence to build, they will be 
required to check with the 
CDD to make sure that they 
meet all safety regulations,” 
Capt. Ma'aytah said. 

Other participants to the 
conference included repre- 
sentatives of the ministries of 
Interior, Health and Labour. 


Televideo link-up to provide 
access to Mayo Clinic experts 


4-n a . Jordan . Times 
jo-, S r.. .JJjaff- Reporter 

AMMAN — Patients in Jor- 
: dan will soon have access to 
i 4 r the expertise of the Mayo 
» Clinic of the U.S. in diagnosis 
.. and treatment without having 
.I to travel to the reputed 

- medical facility in Rochester. 

- Minnesota, under an agree- 
meni signed this month. 

a Jihad Barghouti, chairman 
: of the Amman Diagnostic 
Centre, a private sector ven- 
ture, said a direct satellite 

- link with televideo facilities 
% would be established with the 

- Mayo Clinic to facilitate on- 
'* the-spot diagnosis of patients 
t’ at the Amman centre. 

In essence, the arrange- 
, ' ment would mean that a pa- 
'~S tient could walk into the Am- 
man Diagnostic Centre and 
be examined by the centre's 
doctors as well as Mayo Cli- 
,7 nic experts who would have 
direct access to the patient 
v through the video link-up. 
The main link-up will be 
with the clinic in Rochester, 
but the overall network will 
include the clinic’s centres in 
other parts of the United 
' States. Dr. 3arghouti told 
the Jordan Times. 

Dr. Barghouti, an ear. 
nose and throat specialist, 
said the arrangement would 
initially involve the Amman 
' Surgical Hospital from 
_ September before the Am- 
man Diagnostic Centre is 
* complete and ready to offer 
its services in 18 months. 
The Amman Surgical Hos- 


!• 


pital, which was set. up .-•in 
J992, already has an Arrange- . 
ment under which its doctors 
"consult with Mayo Clinic ex- 
perts over the phone and fax. 

The Amman Diagnostic 
Centre, which Dr. Barghouti 
chairs, has a capita! of JD 12 
million raised by 32 investors. 

Dr. Barghouti is also depu- 
ty chairman of the board of 
directors of the Amman Sur- 
gical Hospital and a pan-time 
practitioner there. 

The agreement between 
the centre and the Mayo Cli- 
nic provides for an annual fee 
to be paid to the U.S. facility 
for the services in addition to 
other charges on a case-by- 
case basis, including regular 
visits by its experts to Am- 
man. 

Under the programme, 
Mayo Clinic experts will also 
offer training to doctors 
assigned by the Amman cen- 
tre and deliver regular lec- 
tures on developments and 
advances in medicine over 
the satellite to audiences in 
Amman. 

Dr. Barghouti said the 
Amman centre would not 
limit itself to any specialisa- 
tion. "Our services will cover 
all areas of medicine.” he 
told the Jordan Times. 

The Mayo Clinic is one of 
the best medical facilities 
with a high international 
reputation. Many heads of 
state and statesmen have had 
treatment there. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
underwent successful cancer 
surgery in the Rochester cli- 
nic in August 1992. He vi- 


. sited the, facility 
thfin-Jbr perifiidiftieheRlwups. 
■ • Trtlrircf virirtST^chedufed-for 
mid-1994. - ^ 

Dr. Barghouti said King 
Hussein “gave his blessings 
and encouraged” the venture 
between the Amman Di- 
agnostic Centre and the 
Mayo Ginic. 

The new agreement was 
signed on Feb. 18 by Dr. 
Barghouti and Mayo Ginic 
Director Rick Colwin. 

U.S. sources said the Mayo 
Ginic signed the agreement 
after it was satisfied with the 
"high level of medical exper- 
tise” available in Jordan. 

Jordan boasts of housing 
some of the best medical 
facilities in the Middle East 
and has also notched its mark 
as being the first country in 
the region to have successful- 
ly conducted several break- 
through operations, including 
the first test-tube baby in the 
Arab World. 

The first heart transplant in 
the region was carried out at 
the King Hussein Medical 
Centre in 1985. 

Dr. Barghouti himself is 
known for having conducted 
the first “cochlear implant” 
in the Middle East in 1986, 
making Jordan the 13th coun- 
try in the world at that time 
to have successfully con- 
ducted such an operation. 

The process involves im- 
planting a “very sophisticated 
device in the human ear” to 
help address deafness, said 
Dr. Barghouti, who success- 
fully conducted nearly 20 
such operations since 1986. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


7 EXHIBITIONS 

Exhibition of paintings bj Riham Ghassib at 
The Gallery Inter. Continental Hotel. 

☆ Art exhibition by artist Jala! Ariqat at Ab’ad 
„ Art Gallery (10:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. except 
7 Fridays). 

'it Art exhibition by several artists at the Alia 
J Art Gallery <8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.). 

> Art exhibition by Iraqi artists at the Royal 
£ Cultural Centre (8:30 p.m .-midnight). 

Jr Photo exhibition by artist Latifa Yousef at 
•T. the Royal Cultural Centre. 

‘jit Exhibition or medical herbs at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

Book exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre 
«, (7:00 p.m.-midnight). 

Art exhibition hy Jordanian artists at the 
1 Royal Cultural Centre 1 7:00 p.m. -midnight;. 

• r -h Wood carving exhibition by artist Samer 
- Ousamu at the French Cultural Centre. 

Art and photo exhibition by several Arab 
artists at the Balqa Art Gallery in Fuheis 
«• (Tel. 720902). 


■fr “Permanent” exhibition of 54 Arab contem- 
porary artists at Darat Al Funun of the 
Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation in Jabal 
Amman iTei. 643251/2). 

it Art exhibition by several Iraqi and Jordanian 
artists at Orfali Art Gallery (Tel. 826932). 

FILM 

Film entitled "A Civil War Story" al the 
American Center at 2:30 p.m- <122 mi- 
nutes). 

MUSICAL PERFORMANCE 

iir Musical performance by Al Hannounah 
band at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:30 
p.m. 

DRAMA 

☆ Drama entitled “The Question” at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (11:00 a.m. and 8:00 
p.m.). 

SEMINAR 

☆ Seminar entitled "Dialogue Among Reli- 
gions” at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:30 
p.m. 


Government supports Senate’s call 
for Arab summit conference — Majali 

Senators condemn Hebron massacre in special session 


AMMAN (Petra) — The gov- 
ernment Saturday said it sup- 
ported a call by the Upper 
House of Parliament (Senate) 
to convene an Arab summit 
conference to discuss the Mid- 
dle East situation in light of 
Friday's massacre of more than 
60 Palestinians in Hebron. 
Addressing a special session of 
the Senate. Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali reiterated 
the government's demand that 
the Israeli settlements in the 
occupied Arab lands be dis- 
mantled. 

The government also sup- 
ports calls for convening a 
meeting of the Arab parlia- 
ments to adopt a pan-Arab 
stand on Israel’s practices and 
its occupation of Arab lands, 
said the premier.- 

Dr. Majali said that the kill- 
ing of the worshippers was a 
classical example of cold- 
blooded murder because there 
was no resistance, protest or 
attack on the part of the Arabs 
to provoke the Israeli 
assailants. 

In all negotiations with 
Israel Jordan has stressed that 
terrorism stemmed from the 


presence of the Israeli settle- 
ments said Dr. Majali. adding 
that the Western nations real- 
ised the inherent danger of the 
settlements only after Friday’s 
massacre. 

He told the Senate that the 
United States, which has 
strongly condemned the Heb- 
ron massacre, has approved 
Jordan’s request for holding 
continuous negotiations until a 
final result has materialised 
and subsequently the U.S. 
administration has called the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) and Israel to re- 
sume their negotiations im- 
mediately in Washington. 

The prime minister said the 
Kingdom will continue to sup- 
port its Palestinian brothers 
and coordinate its stand with 
the Syrians and the Lebanese 
in the peace negotiations. 

He said that the government 
has allocated JD 100,000 to the 
families of the victims of Fri- 
day’s terrorist attack. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
Friday donated JD 100,000 to 
the families. 

Dr. Majali added that the 
government has set up a spe- 


cial hind to raise donations for 
the Palestinian people to help 
them withstand the consequ- 
ences of the occupation. 

The prime minister said that 
Saturday 5,000 persons mar- 
ched in a demonstration in 
downtown Amman, another 
5,000 people marched from 
Baqaa refugee camp to 
Sweileh, 400 walked in Zarqa 
and unspecified numbers mar- 
ched in the refugee camps. 

“Although we approve of 
public means of expression, we 
remain apprehensive that cer- 
tain elements could infiltrate 
the marches and exploit them 
to conduct acts of violence,” 
Dr. Majali said. 

The prime minister’s address 
followed several statements by 
senators who condemned the 
terrorist attack against the 
worshippers and demanded 
that the Arabs unify their 
ranks in the face of the Israeli 
occupation of Arab lands and 
holy shrines. 

Senate Speaker Ahmad 
Lawzi said that the massacre 
ought to be a lesson to Arabs 
and Muslims and prompt them 
to be ready to face dangers and 


challenges. 

Senator Thouqan Hindawi 
said that the Senate should call 
iui j ivt'bion of The Oslo and 
Cairo agreements between 
Israel and the PLO with a view 
to introducing an amendment 
calling for the termination of 
Jewish settlements in Arab 
lands. 

Senator Nathir Rashid de- 
manded that Jordan "ask the 
United Nations to provide pro- 
tection to the civilian popula- 
tion in the Arab lands. 

According to Senator Naela 
Rash dan, the Arabs, through 
their continued divisions, are 
partly to blame for the plight of 
the Palestinian people. 

Senator Ahmad Obeidat 
said the massacre represented 
an open message to the world 
that Israel gives no regard to 
international charters or laws 
and that its calls for peace with 
the Arabs are nothing but a 
form of deception to mislead 
world public opinion. 

According to Senator Kamel 
Sharif, the massacre clearly 
showed that there can be no 
co-existence between the 
Arabs and the Israelis, adding 


that the Zionism ideo ngy 
clearly rejects any form c co- 
existence with the Arab*- 
Later in a statement, the 
Senate condemned the mas- 
sacre and called on the United 
Nations and the international 
community to take deterrent 
measures to guarantee protec- 
tion for Palestinians living 
under Israeli occupation to 
prevent the repetition of snch 
incidents. 

The Se.iaie stressed that the 
massacre was not an isolated 
individual measure as the 
Israeli authority h re been 
trying to describe it. but it was 
an inevitable outcome of Zion- 
ist dogma which is riginally 
based on deepening e feel- 
ings of malice . haired 
against the Palestine people. 

“These malicious .'eelings 
were used to serve 1st lei's ex- 
pansionist policies ar. to jus- 
tify the occupation rf Arab 
Palestine and the ev ntion of 
the majority of its irgitimate 
people,” said the sta ement. 

The Senators also d*- tided to 
donate their salaries for a 
month ic the victims of the 
massacre and their families. 


Hebron attack cuts into support for Mideast peace 


By Jamal Halaby 

Associated Press 

BAQAA CAMP. — The mas- 
sacre of more than 60 worship- 
pers at a West Bank mosque 
has sapped the already wan- 
ning support for the Middle 
East peace process among 
Palestinian refugees in Jordan. 

Coupled with what they see 
as Israeli procrastination in the 
peace talks, Friday’s slaughter 
by a Jewish settler at a mosque 
in Hebron appeared to have 
convinced many that there can- 
not be a fair peace in the 
Middle East. 

A sense of gloom hung over 
this camp of 100.000 Palesti- 
nian refugees from the 1948 
and 1967 Arab-Israeii wars. 
' L: A-'m'ajority of them earlier 
'fftd' rallied. behind the Sept. 13 
-peace accord signed by Israel 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

“I no longer trust Israeli 
intentions." said Rabah Abu 


Halimeh, a Baqaa shopkeeper 
who fled Nablus in the West 
Bank in 1967. “The Israelis are 
liars and only want to kill us.” 

Speaking at the doorway of 
his shop, Mr. Abu Halimeh 
and his friends said armed 
struggle against Israel was the 
only way to regain Palestinian 
rights. 

As they spoke, more than 
2,500 Palestinian youths mar- 
ched through the narrow 
streets of this camp, 27 
kilometres north of Amman, 
chanting slogans against PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and 
the peace process. 

The demonstrators, led by 
masked, knife-wielding activ- 
ists of the Palestinian Islamist 
movement Hamas, shouted 
“Allahji Akbar,” and vowed to 
avenge' •fhfJitosbuK attack. . . 

A Hamas spokesman said 
the group would target Israeli 
settlers. 

No violence was reported 
from more than a dozen noisv 



Tiiamkt rnktanra movement (Hamas) follower 
Saturday brandishes a, knife dmingadamnstrsi. 


Boa in Baqaa refogee camp (Photo by Yousef Al 
..<*AUan) . 1 


but .peaceful demonstrations^ downtown Amman, where ^ dents attempted- to reach the 
elsewhfcre. • 4 ' ^ ^mort shops in the bustling soulc ' ^.S. embassy in Amman to 

“No to peace, yes to the hung black flags signaling register their protest at the 

gun.” chanted more than 1,000 mourning. Hebron killings, but were 

protesters who wound through More than 300 Islamist stu- turned away by riot police. 


Ministry to investigate 
public company failures 


Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Trade and Industry has set up a 
special committee to investi- 
gate the reasons behind the 
unsatisfactory performance of 
a number of public companies, 
according ro minister Rima 
Khalaf. 

The committee, which has 
already started studying the 
performance of Ma'an’s glass 
factory, wii) perform similar 
studies on other companies 
like Sawt-Al-Sha‘b Publishing 
Company, to try and find solu- 
tions to their financial and eco- 
nomic problems. Dr. Khalaf 
told the Jordan Times. 

Dr. Khalaf said the study on 
the glass factory, which is 
being’ performed with the help 
of a foreign expert, aims at 
forecasting local demands for 
glass and its specifications, ex- 
ploring possibilities for export 
and determining plans for put- 
ting the factory on a successful 
track. 

The Ma’an Glass Factory 
was established in 1974 with a 
starting capita! of JD 1 million, 
which shot up to JD 9 million 
by 1987. The factory employs 
300 Jordanian workers and is 
the only industrial project in 
Ma’an. 

But the factory has incurred 
tremendous losses as unit pro- 
duction costs are five times 
greater than its selling price, 
company sources said. 

The sources described the 
factory's situation as “tragic.” 
claiming the “previous dishon- 
est management” was re- 
sponsible for the factory's 
state. 

The sources claimed that rhe 
government did not detect the 
"defects of previous manage- 
ments which led to the loss’of 
approximately JD 16 million 
by the company." 

Asked not to be named, the 
sources emphasised the need 
to study the reasons behind the 
factory’s economic failure, 
saying it is “a national 1 and 
human responsibility to make 
an effort to reform the com- 
pany's situation." 

Deputy Theeb Abdullah 
pointed to many irregularities 
at the factorv. claiming the 


company was importing raw 
glass at prices far more expen- 
sive than the market price for 
the finished product. 

Mr. Abdullah had raised the 
issue of the Ma'an Glass Fac- 
tory during the Lower House 
of Parliament debate on the 
budget last December, urging 
the government to “prosecute 
those responsible for the fac- 
tory's fall.” 

He charged that 14 tonnes of 
glass were missing from rhe 
factory, which he said did not 
start production until 1984. 

“I hope officials would re- 
view glass contracts and deals 
with other countries to deter- 
mine their accuracy." said Mr. 
Abdullah. 

Dr. Khalaf said that the 
study also focuses on technical 
aspects of the glass industry 
that would throw light or. en- 
hancing production facilities 
and practices for the plant. 

She said the committee in- 
volved in this wide-range study 
is making financrl estimates 
for investment outlets and ana- 
lysing prices to make possible 
the reduction of cost of glass- 
cutting and handling. 

According to Dr. Khalaf. 
"the 12-week study is expected 
to end in late February.” and 
based on the results, technical 
and financial measures will be 
taken to improve the plant's 
situation. 

Meanwhile, the minister said 
that a preliminary investigation 
is being done to assess Dar Al 
Sha'b publishing company’s 
past performance and deter- 
mine areas of additional study 
after identifying problems in 
light of which the ministry can 
take reform measures. 

Dar. Al-Sha’b was estab- 
lished in 1975 with a starting 
capital of JD 200.000 that went 
up to JD 1 million, the govern- 
ment being the largest contri- 
butor with 67 per cent of the 
company’s capital. 

The company, which was 
closed for a year in the early 
80s. has been suffering from 
financial difficulties since and 
is indebted to the Treasury by 
JD 1.145.000. 

Dr. Khalaf said the commit- 
tee plans to carry out several 
similar studies. 


Intifada supporters donate JD 150,000 
to victims of Friday massacre in Hebron 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Jordanian Popular Committee 
for Supporting the Palestinian 
Intifada in the occupied Arab 
lands Saturday announced the 
donation of JD 150,000 to the 
wounded and the families of 
those killed in Friday's mas- 
sacre at Ibrahimi Mosque in 
Hebron. 

Committee Chairman Mam- 
douh Al Abbad said the dona- 
tion reflects the committee's 
determination to pursue its 
efforts to come to the aid of 
brothers in the Israeli-held 
Arab lands and to support 
their steadfastness in the face 
of repression. 

It is also a gesture to reaf- 
firm the unity of blood and the 
common destiny of the Jorda- 
nian and the Palestinian peo- 
ple, added Dr. Abbadi. 

The committee has never 
stopped its support and help to 
the intifada and has been allo- 


cating JD 1,000 to the families 
of martyrs and JD300 to every 
wounded Palestinian in the 
course of resisting Israeli 
occupation, he said. The panel 
also provides medical treat- 
ment to many wounded per- 
sons in Jordanian hospitals and 
supports the work of charity 
organisations of the Palestinian 
lands, said Dr. Abbadi. 

Referring to the Israeli- 
terrorist attack that killed 
more than 60 Palestinians Fri- 
day Dr. Abbadi said that it was 
a dear link in a long chain of 
Zionist terrorism against the 
Arab and Muslim people and a 
flagrant violation of the sancti- 
ty of the holy places. 

While condemning the mas- 
sacre as a heinous crime perpe- 
trated and executed in cold 
blood, the committee calls on 
all the Palestinian faction to 
end their differences, unite and 
step up their acts of resistance 


against the occupation, ;aid 
Dr. Abbadi. 

The committee, he added, 
calls on the Jordanian people 
to" contribute generously Co- 
wards supporting the legiti- 
mate struggle of the Palesti- 
nian people. 

Statements condemning the 
massacres were issued Satur- 
day by the Jordan National 
Red Crescent Society 
(JNRCS). the Arab Writers 
Association, the Jordanian 
Businessmen's Association, 
Jordanian political parties, the 
Jordanian Artists Association, 
the Higher Arab Committee 
for Palestine, the Middle East 
Council of Churches and the 
International Commission of 
Jurists in Geneva. 

They demanded protection 
for the Palestinian under 
occupation and safeguards of 
the Arab institutions and ho-v 
places. 


First women’s products fair 
displays goods from 22 firms 


By Rana Husseini 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Women's 
World Fair 1994 Sunday 
opened at the Jordan Inter- 
Continental Hotel with an ex- 
hibition of products from 22 
local commercial enterprises. 

President of the General 
Union of Women in Jordan 
Nujoud Fawzi opened the fair 
saying that this exhibition was 
an excellent opportunity for all 
women in the Kingdom to get 
exposed to new products. 

“This exhibition is very use- 
ful for women because it offers 
a wide and comprehensive 
variety of goods that all women 
might need in their daily 
lives." Mrs. Fawzi said. 

She said that people are be- 
ginning to attend more product 
exhibitions because they carry 
all necessities in one place, 
thus making it easier for peo- 
ple to shop and find what they 
need. 

According to Akram Abu 
Abah. general manager of 


Aseel. the exhibition's organis- 
ers. each participating store is 
displaying hand-made goods 
and international products. 

The exhibition is considered 
the first in Jordan to specialise 
in women's products including 
perfumes, cosmetics, skin care 
products, make-up, hair- pro- 
ducts, underwear bags, py- 
jamas, home appliances, and 
clothing. 

“We are hoping that this 
exhibition will become an 
annual event, because we are 
also planning to organise a 
women's and men’s fair real 
soon.” Mr. Abu Abah said. 
Suhair Saleem. director of 
public relations at Aseel. said 
the first day of the exhibition 
was very successful, but it lack- 
ed only the presence of Jorda- 
nian products. 

"People need to be exposed 
to our national products and 
support them, and the best way 
to do this is through exhibi- 
tions." Ms. Saleem said. 

"Most Jordanian manufac- 
turers do not want to publicise 
their products, and they just 


want to make a profit without 
advertising." she added. 
Although the Jordanian pro- 
ducts were missing in this 
hibilion. Ms. Saleem said, indi- 
vidual Jordanian craftspeople, 
artists and designers contri- 
buted their artistic work to the 
fair. 

The Queen Alia Fund for 
Sociai Development 5QAF) is 
displaying rugs thac were hand- 
made by Jordanian wotr.cn. 
according to Maha Saqa. OAF 
marketing director. 

“We have trained war.en. 
young and old on developing 
their skills in produci:-£ i»,\e 
rugs, thus helping them ieum 
new professions and helping 
them to establish themselves 
properly.” Ms. Saqa said. 

Sabah Hadidi said that the 
display of his pottery at the fair 
reflects the Jordanian identi- 
ties and culture. 

"The pottery reflects our be- 
liefs and culture and is a 
chance for people m other 
countries to b? exposed So our 
capabilities and perspectives." 
Mr. Hadidi. said. 
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Injustice not without price 


IN THE ' ake of the universal condemnation of 
Friday’s massacre of over 60 Palestinian worship- 
pers and ’njuring of hundreds of others, it is high 
time to a< dress the core problem that gave rise to 
that barbaric act in the first place. There is no 
doubt Unit Israel’s settlement programme that 
planted ' jjousands of Jewish zealots in the middle of 
Palestinian communities is the root cause of the ugly 
scene that the world saw with horror and indigna- 
tion over the past two days. 

That present and previous Israeli governments 
have aided and abetted the illegal Israeli colonisa- 
tion of the occupied Arab territories is a foregone 
condosion. It is also a fact that Washington and its 
•allies which have rhetorically deplored this Israeli 
threat to peace have paid only lip service so far to 
addressing the problem at its roots. 

The U.S. reacted only timidly in recent weeks to 
the news that the Israeli government was effectively 
continuing in the footsteps of the Likud In its 
settlement programme. Instead of cutting deeply, 
into its over $3 billion aid package to Israel, the 
Clinton administration was content with reducing 
the amount of loan guarantees that President Bush 
gave to the Israelis to absorb new Jewish immig- 
rants. Meanwhile, Israeli settlers, whose fanaticism 
and arrogance were going to display themselves in 
violent acts against the Palestinians at any time 
now, were allowed a free hand to do what they will, 
even to sabotage the peace process itself. A tragedy 
was bound to follow. It was the Hebron massacre, 
no less. 

In legal terms, the Israeli government is . an 
accomplice in that massacre, even though the 
person or persons who polled the trigger are 
deranged, insane, or otherwise. When a party arms 
fanatics and extremists and lets them loose, it must 
bear foil responsibility for their acts and crimes. 

This leads us to the only conclusion possible in 
this regal'd: the settlements must be evacuated and 
settlers repatriated to wherever they came from. 
Unfortunately, Yitzhak Rabin is hindering even 
those who wish voluntarily to return to Israel. Only 
last week he admitted before the Knesset Foreign 
Affairs and Defence Committee that hundreds of 
settlers were seeking compensation in order to 
leave, but that his decision was to refuse such a 
request. It appears that his government seeks to use 
the continued presence of settlers on Palestinian 
lands as a tramp card in the peace talks with the 
Arab side. Even if this stance is a good negotiating 
tactic from Israel's point of view, the end result is 
calamitous for both Arabs and Israelis. All parties 
agree that the cycle of violence between Palestinians 
and Israelis has deep roots in the settlement policy 
o* Zionist Israel. 

if , on the other hand, the supposedly pro-peace 
government in Israel wants to capitalise financially 
on the settlement issue, the international commun- 
ity has to find a way to deal with Israel on this score. 
After all, Israel and the world owe the Palestinians 
much more than the cost of the settlements that 
were built and maintained illegally on their land. 
The least Jews and gentiles can do is to hand over 
those settlements to the Palestinians as part of an 
historic compensation for the grave injustices they 
have suffered over the years. 


COMMENTING ON the m. acre at the Ibrahimi Mosque in 
Hebron, a columnist in AJ is ’i daily said that the genocide 
reminds the Arabs >»f the Deir i issin massacre that took place 
in 1948. Tareq Masarweh said ti :t both massacres occurred as 
the -Id community watched doing nothing to end the 
rep';- \ the occupation and the atrocities. These massacres 
sain Mia. -web. are de-.i ii.-d to spread fear in the hearts of the 
Arab population and force them to evict their homeland for 
the settlers to colonise it Now that the settlers are living inside 
Hebron and around it. there is nothing that can stop further 
acts of terrorism and genocides and there is nothing that can 
help protect the defenceless Palestinians in their desperate 
struggle for freedom, he said. The world community at large 
and fVse who claim they are working for peace in particular 
are t< Marne for the lack of peace in our land and for the 
contin ution of occupation, repression and murder, he said. 
The wnrld community seems to be asking the Palestinians to 
welcorr. * The occupation and its atrocities while it continues to 
provide ic criminals with nil kinds of weapons to carry out 
minal acts against the Palestinians and their holy 
said. This is the kina of pence which Israel wants to 
the Arabs. 

latements issued and that continue to come out in 
■n of the Hebron massacre can not help the dead 
and wouik **i nor can they end the presence of the .settlements 
in the occi -ied Arab land, said a columnist in A( Dustour. 
"'iher Udw said the Arab Nation is exhausted and rendered 
-s vis-a-vis the continuation of atrocities and divided to 
an e.v. ‘hat it can no longer protect its interests and protect 
Arab kinsu. He said the Arabs can mourn the dead and can 
condemn the s actions but what is important is to adopt 
a concerted p.m-Ar*. 'tion to deal with rhe occupation issue 
and to end the atrocities ». and for all. 
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Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Staggering Arab oil losses and the ‘grand conspiracy’ 


DUE TO unfair pricing of oil in the world markets. Arab oil 
exporting countries lost between $420 billion to $1224 billion 
between the years 1987-1993. says Sa'udoun Hammadi of Iraq. 

Arab oil was worth over S3 per barrel (b/d) in 1973 or S34 (b/d) in 
1981. Years later, the price of oil misteriousiy declined in 
nominal terms to the current 113 p.b. While the value of the 
dollar itself declined to a fraction of its original value. 

How much did the Arab oil producing countries lose when 
their present revenue in real terms is compared with the 
revenue they should have received, had the oil maintained its 
real value in line with other commodities. 

This question was tackled by Dr. Hammadi. an Arab 
economist, who was prime-minister of Iraq in 1991. and a 
previous minister of oil for several years. Dr. Hammadi 
quantified the Arab losses resulting from oil glut caused by 
certain oil producers. He observed at the outset that oil is the 
most important source of Arab wealth, and that Arabs have 
the right to receive a fair price for this depletable asset. By just 
price, he meant maintenance of oil price in real terms, i.e.. in 
comparison to a basker of commodities. The products that can 
be exchanged for a barrel of oil should be maintained over the 
years starting from an agreed base year. 

A survey that Dr. Hammadi conducted covers Arab losses 
during the seven years period 1987-1993. It employs two 
scenarios, the first is based on the price of 1974 as a base year, 
and the second is based on oil prices of 1981. He used the 
effective exchange rate of the dollar in terms of 10 major 
currencies, weighted in accordance with the volume of trade of 
the 10 countries with the Arab World, then he calculated the 


finally came up with a combined index to measure the real 
value of the current dollars and accordingly to the just price of 
oil in each individual year. The difference between the actual 
proceeds of Arab oil exports in seven years and the proceeds 
that should have materialised had the price of oil been in line 
with the price of the basket of goods is the Arab loss. 

The tables produced by Dr. Hammadi show the losses per 
country per year, and the total Arab losses each year and for 
the seven years. 


Total Arab losses, according to the first scenario, were 
found to be $412 billion, of which $88.3 billion were incurred 


rate of inflation of the basket of 10 currencies according to the 
weighted average of inflation rates in the 10 countries, and 


in 1993 alone. The losses, according to the second scenario, 
reached $1224 billion, of which $238.3 billion happened in 
1993 alone. 

Kuwait, which purposely led the way toward gluting the oil 
market, lost $34.4 billion in the first scenario and 101.1 billion 
in the second. 

Naturally. Saudi Arabia was the major loser of artificially 
depressed prices of oil. It lost $178 billion in the first scenario, 
of which $41 billion took place in 1993 alone; or $533 billion 
according to the second scenario, of which $106 billion 
happened in 1993 alone. 

Iraq did not export oil since August 1990. yet its losses over 
three and a half years 1987-1990 reached $29 billion in the first 
scenario or $92.1 billion in the second. 

One may ask: What the status of the Arab Nation would 
have been had an additional financial assets of $412 to $1224 
billion were earned. What kind of military, economic financial 
and political power the Arabs could have enjoyed if oil prices 
were not artificially depressed due to a grand conspiracy. 
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Russian reform weakened from within, without 


By Boris G. Fyodorov 


The writer resigned last 
month as Russian finance 
minister. The article is re- 
printed from the Interaatmo- 
al Herald Tribune. 


MOSCOW — The last three 
years of Russian reforms were 
very hectic and filled with 
dramatic events: a couple of 
coups d'etat, three prime 
ministers, five economic minis- 
ters, and so forth. Nonethe- 
less, progress has been enor- 
mous. There are hundreds of 
thousands of new businesses. 
86,000 privatised companies, a 
widespread banking system, 
commodity and stock ex- 
changes, a single, market- 
based exchange rate, liberal- 
ised prices, more or less consis- 
tent monetary and fiscal poli- 
cies. 

Compare life in Russia today 
with the hyperinflation and 
empty shops in Ukraine, and 
you will comprehend the enor- 
mous progress that reformers 
achieved. 

What really frustrates is mis- 
interpretation of the situation. 
The opposition was very effec- 
tive in promoting the idea that 
Russia underwent too much 
"shock therapy" and that re- 
forms should be more gradual. 
Some people in the West, out 
of ignorance, took the same 
position. 

Last year the average 
monthly rate of inflation in 
Russia was 20 per cent. Reg- 
istered unemployment was less 
than 1 per cent. Real growth is 
personal income was. 10 per 
cent. Food consumption and 
retail sales increased. Who in 
his right mind can call this 
shock therapy? 

To the contrary, we are 
going too slowly, too gradual- 
ly. The main problem is politic- 
al will. If the president forms, 
coalition governments that go 
in several different directions 
at the same time, if nobody 
takes responsibility for painful 


but vital measures, the situa- 
tion can only deteriorate, re- 
sulting in social unrest and 
possibly in political upheaval. 

Still, a fledgling market eco- 
nomy exists and responds to 
regulation by market policy 
tools. Most of the basic 
changes have already occur- 
red. but we need more law and 
order, financial discipline, con- 
sistency in policies and fine- 
tuning of government mea- 
sures, as well as better trained, 
dedicated government offi- 
cials. 


The days of radical steps are 
over. Tightening of policies 
macroeconomic stability, heal- 
thy currency, boosting of sav- 
ings and investment, produc- 
tivity, competition — these are 
the proper targets for 1994. 

Unfortunately, a different 
view prevailed. Many people 
in high places did their best to 
help democratic pro-reform 
groups fail in the elections. 
Political inexperience and the 
inability to explain goals and 
results of the reforms to the 
population worked in the same 
direction. 


dear that an economic coup 
d'dtat took place in Moscow in 
January. "Red" managers are 
in control and talk excitedly 
about more and more controls. 
Fixed exchange rates are advo- 
cated. 

The role of the president is 
not dear. It is possible that he 
allowed the new government 
to have a go, taking into 
account the political circumst- 
ances. Probably it was un- 
avoidable, because otherwise 
the myth about a "different 
way" would be perpetuated. 
At least the president so far 
has not supported specific 
ideas voiced by the govern- 
ment. He has a free hand to 
step in once the collapse starts. 
With his powers and authority 
he is the only real guarantor of 
reforms, the only hope Russia 
has before the next presiden- 
tial election. 


Once the electoral failure 
happened, these forces came 
.out of ambush, took off the 
masks and started to say that 
people had voted for a change 
of policies. Various "experts" 
in tiie West joined the chorus. 

One has to live in Russia and 
be in the midst of events to 
understand the real situation. 
People here do not yet read 
political programmes, they 
vote emotionally; ihey follow 
personalities of the day. What 
we have as a result is a divided 
parliament which, to add insult 
to injury, is devoid of many 
powers that it previously held. 

In government we got a 
“red" directors' junta plus a 
few turncoats who at long last 
have the clear majority and 
immediately initiated a turn- 
around in policies. Many an 
official had waited for this mo- 
ment for two long years- It is 


It is obvious that some of the 
cleverer ones are frightened. 
They immediately resorted to 
Soviet-era rhetoric, which boils 
down to a clear-cut division 
between words and deeds. One 
talks at the same time about at 
least three sets of totally in- 
compatible inflation targets, 
one blathers in Davos. Switzer- 
land, about fighting inflation 
and at the same time freely 
promises trillions to every- 
body. Everything is on public 
record. Remember that for 75 
years, many words in Russia 
sounded the same as in the 
West but meant different 
things. 


Nonetheless the uninformed 
Western audience, hearing, 
familiar noises about produc-' 
tion, investments and jobs, 
nods approvingly. Would they 
be so approving if in their own 
countries the whole budget de- 
ficit of 10 per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP) was 
financed by central bank cre- 
dit, if productivity and efficien- 
cy were so flagrantly low? 

How is the West to react to 
all these recent developments? 


There are, I believe, two possi- 
ble scenarios. 

First, it could be frightened 
by the conservative backlash 
and the specter of Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky and start pumping 
in money like never before. 
This would be similar 10 the 
late Gorbachev period, when 
money was lavishly flowing in 
with absolutely no impact on 
events, except to prolong the 
agony of the doomed regime. 
The only real consequence is 
the increased debt burden, a 
problem for years to come. If 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) bends the rules, if 
some people continue 
"rethinking policy," Russia is 
in for major trouble that will 
inevitably affect the whole 
world. 

There is no way one can 
compensate for domestic eco- 
nomic incompetence with ex- 
ternal financing to such a de- 
gree that the Russian economy 
can avoid destruction under 
the pressure of hyperinflation. 
Communist-type industrial 
policy, lack of even primitive 
financial discipline and flagrant 
disregard of the law by the 
executive branch. More help 
with less reform would be a 
huge mistake^ 

The alternative scenario is 
for the West to be consistent 
and procce ' n a normal way, 
promoting pri ate initiatives, 
training people, * .uothing the 
way for direct foreign invest- 
ment. Direct financial support 
to the government should be 
conditioned on sound mac- 
roeconomic policies. 

Assistance targeted at the 
private sector, at institutional 
changes, at training, at foster- 
ing the middle class should 
have as little link to the gov- 
ernment as possible. The more 
people understand markets, 
work in the market institu- 
tions, the sooner economic 
policies will be corrected and 
Russia will move to a more 
efficient economy and higher 
standards of living. 


New confrontation 
in Southern Sudan 
appears likely 

By Jean Helene 
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ALMOST i 00.00(1 Sudanese 
have fled the "Three As” bor- 
der region — named after the 
Arne. Aswa and Atepi refugee 
camps — where several aid 
agencies have been operating 
for the List two years. 

Fleeing the bombing by 
Sudanese" planes (48 bombs re- 
portedly fell in the zone on 
Feb. 4). thousands of civilians 
have resumed their wanderings 
in this land ravaged by 1 1 years 
of war hetween the Muslim 
north and the animist and 
Christian south. Once more 
they have been caught up in 
the infernal cycle of attacks in 
the dry season which cut them 
off from the aid agencies pro- 
viding them with their main 
means of survival. 

The scale of the latest gov- 
ernment assault suggests it is 
apparently aimed at seizing the 
last towns remaining in the 
southern guerrillas' hands. 
Thirteen aid organisations 
have had to leave the extreme 
south because of the fighting, 
the air attacks and the ban 
Khartoum has imposed on 
nearly all the sites where they 
had set up emergency centres. 

A total of 212.000 families 
were getting ready this month 
to receive seeds and tools for 
planting early in March before 
the next rains, says Oxfam. "If 
the international community 
does not react, the millions of 
dollars it has spent in recent 
years on southern Sudan will 
go down the drain." warned 
non-governmental organisa- 
tions meeting in Nairobi. 

“It will have to give much 
more for saving the new re- 
fugees from violence and 
famine." 

The agencies are also calling 
on donor countries to lean on 
the belligerents to spare a few 
"safe con-idors" which are vital 
for transporting aid. "A pious 
hope." noted an observer. "It 
has never been possible to 
obtain u neutral passage 
through front lines. And more 
and more front lines are 
appearing following the break- 
up of the Sudanese People's 
Liberation Army (SPLA) into 
three rival factions." 

The International Commit- 
lee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is 
getting ready to evacuate to its 
field hospital at Lokichokio in 
northern Kenya the wounded, 
most of them rebel fighters, 
who are arriving every day in 


Uganda. 

Despite denials by Sudanese 
regime, which speaks of 
"clashes between various rebel 
groups." it is in fact a general 
offensive that the Sudanese 
army launches every year a few 
weeks after the rainy season 
ends when waterlogged routes 
become usable again. Aid 
agencies are quite familiar with 
the signs heralding the offen- 
sive — a troops build-up. 
equipment arriving in garrison 
towns and above all air strikes 
designed to sow panic among 
civilians. 

The Pagueri refugee camp 
was hit on Feb. 8. The day 
before. IS were reported killed 1 
after bombs were dropped on a 
locality called Para jog. On 
Feb. 4. it was the Throe As 
area which became the target. 

The exodus of refugees is 
causing a delicate tribal prob- 
lem on the Sudanese-Ugandan 
border where the Acholis have 
never had good relations with 
the Dinkas who form the bulk 
of rhe displaced persons, or 
with SPLA leader Colonel 
John Garang's troops. Worse 
still, the SPLA has in the past 
raided Acholi villages and their 
tribal chiefs have already made 
it known that they w ill not 
tolerate the presence of any 
Dinkas in their midst. 

"As a matter of fact, they 
don't know where to go." said 
Dr. Roger Teck. Medecins 
Sans Frontieres' medical coor- 
dinator in southern Sudan. The 
displaced persons could all go 
into Uganda (the more pessi- 
mistic are bracing themselves 
for the arrival of 150.000 re- 
fugees). But it is more likely 
that they will scatter with the 
hope perhaps of reaching Bahr 
El Ghazal. which has been 
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routes. But. Pierre Saillez. 
head of the World Food Prog- . 
tammy's logistics, pointed outs 
"These same tracks, which end 
up in neighbouring countries, 
are also used by our trucks to 
ferry food aid to communities 
living along the border " 
Guardian VVeeklv. 
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LETTERS 


Palestinians must be 
protected 


To the Editor 


A horrendous crime has been committed in the Ibrahimi 
Mosque in Hebron, resulting in the brutal massacre of over 60 
innocent Palestinians. 

. Immediate drastic actions should be taken against the 
murderers and the United Nations peacekeeping forces should 
provide protection to the civilians in the West Bank from any 
further atrocities. 

Although we are only students, we feel very strongly with 
our Palestinian brothers who have been subjected to an 
authoritarian regime which has fed Palestinian scepticism and 
only served to resurrect long dormant feelings of hatred 
towards Israelis. We hope that the politicians' euphoria, which 
followed recent agreements, will be subdued by this gruesome 
act of terrorism. We hope that serious investigations will 
follow this brutal crime and that the use of terminological 
inexactitudes and platitudes to cover up the deeds of criminals 
will not be used. 

We trust a sense of justice and desire to uphold the values of 
the United Nations will prevail. 


Fans Gammoh, 
Linda Tarifi 
and others, 
Amman Baccalaureate School. 


French ‘sensitivities’! 


To the Editor: 


On FEB. 25, armed Israeli settlers attacked Palestinian 
civilians performing the dawn prayers in Hebron’s Ibrahimi 
Mosque and opened fire on them. Over 60 Palestinians were 
killed and 270 were wounded. During the few hours following 
that, over 10 Palestinians demonstrating against this massacre ' 
were shot to death by Israeli soldiers. 

On Feb. 13 the French minister of interior announced that 
•Jordanians and Palestinian residents, in addition to the citizens 
of 12 other countries many of them Arab, win need exit 
K"* » French territories. This is in addition to the 
difficulties which Jordanians and Palestinians already have to 
go trough to obtain an entry visa to France. The minister 
justified this decision with the pretext that these countries are 
considered sensitive On the same day. the French govern- 
ment exempted Israeli citizens from emty visa requirements 
tQ rees tabhsh military cooperation with Israel 
after a suspension which dates back to 1967 

The French government has decided to categorise a number 
o Arab countries as “sensitive.” After the deliberate SI 

change? Stm,an QVI wI1 lheir cate gorisation of Israel 


Mohammad Al Asad, 
Mary Kawar, 
Amman. 


’iki f 
Sec 

.• :tcioe- - 
’ • n* ind 
• i ;e»i?h 
& b ; P j 
• ' me 
• •'.•■s.*er 

'• = so: rhe •; 

■ " 'J rr.’^c! 
■' :«pie ir 
r* vho 
'■■ ■ aadnr 


tidier 

led 


veral 



Massacre In Hebron 
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King: Jordan shares Palestinians’ grief Lawmakers demand Arab-Islamic action 

... iLyzs r=s? “Xtsr. smuts 


(Continued from page 1) 

among the Arabs. 

“What comforts us and 
alleviates our grief is the fact 
that our martyrs are now en- 
joying the company of God,” 
King Hussein added. 

“Jordan has faced numerous 
pressures, challenges and dan- 
gers in the past, and now we 
are confronting these pressures 
with clear vision and cooper - 
tion as we continue to let 1 
others who advocate coopera- 
tion. honesty, brotherly ties 
commitment and reunion,” th» 
King said. 

“Had I known that I consti- 
tuted an obstacle in the way of 
an Arab meeting I would not 
have remained in this position 
one more moment and the 
Arab leaders have heard me 
express this stand,” King Hus- 
sein added. 

We will pursue our en- 
deavours and will renew our 
call for the aspired meeting 
through which we hope the 
Arab Nation would regain its 
deserved position in this 
world.” the King stressed. 

“We will exert our utmost 
I - potential and do all that in our 
power to keep our heads high 
and not bowing to anybody 
except God Almighty. We will 
defend our rights firmly in the 
face of all attempts to infringe 
on them and the rights of our 
kinsmen and brothers in their 
own land.” 

The King said that there had 
been much talk about peace 
and “we sincerely moved to- 
wards achieving a just and 
comprehensive peace that 
would be acceptable to the 
coming generations and not 
surrender and capitulation.” 

“We will continue to march 
band in hand in sincere unity 
among the true Arabs and we 
will continue to meet not like 



His Majesty King Hussein makes a brief address 
during a visit he paid to the Khalil A1 Rahman 
Society to pay condolences over the death of 


more than 60 Palestinians during an attack by 
one or more Jewish settlers in Hebron on Friday 
(Petra photo) 


rulers and subjects but like 
brothers and kinsmen, mem- 
bers of a united family, 
shouldering the responsibility 
together and marching along 
the road towards right and 
justice,” the King said. 

The King was accompanied 
by His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, Prime Minister 
Abdul SaJam AJ Majaii and 
Royal Court Chief Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker. 

Later, in an address to Par- 
liament members. King Hus- 
sein reiterated that Jordan was 
and would always be support- 
ing the Palestinian people in 
Hebron, Jerusalem and every' 
other part of the Israeli- 
occupied territories. 

In an address at an iftar he 
hosted at the Royal Court in 
honour of members of the 
Lower House of Parliament. 
Muslim and Christian clergy- 


men and Islamic judges from 
the West Bank, the King said 
Jordan “will do the impossi- 
ble” to enable the Palestinian 
people to regain their legiti- 
mate rights on their national 
soil.” 

The King said any response 
to Friday's massacre should be 
well-stud sd “so that it bears 
fruitful results and enables us 
to shoulder our responsibilities 
towards iH’issues and control 
our emot 3ns... and to be able 
to march on the right path 
hand in hand and with one 
heart.” 

The T Cing, who along with 
the ifta guests performed the 
Maghr< o and funeral prayers, 
stresse 1 the importance of 
coord : .»ation and cooperation 
betw- en the government and 
Par!' ament and called on all to 
“ris<. beyond minor issues and 
perst ’al clashes which might 


mar Jordan’s democratisation 
process.” 

King Hussein’ also called for 
having parliamentary norms 
and regulations that would en- 
able deputies to contribute to 
shouldering their responsibili- 
ties. 

He said Jordan's resumption 
of its democratisation process 
was not the result of popular 
pressure, but came in line with 
a decision taken by its lead- 
ership out of its conviction in 
the need to make Jordan an 
example and a model for other 
countries. 

The banquet was attended 
by His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Abdullah. 
Prince TaiaJ Ben Mohammad 
and Prince Ghazi Ben Moham- 
mad. Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majaii, Sharif Zeid and 
the King's advisors. 


PLO: No talks unless demands met 


(Continued from page 1) 

the PLO looks as if it is ignor- 
ing what happened yester- 
day...” 

He said the PLO had en- 
tered the peace process but 
Israel practised terrorism. 
“How one can negotiate in 
such atmosphere? We have re- 
called our delegations to 
Tunis." 

| For talks to resume he said 
the U.N. Security Council 
should decide on the safety of 
^Palestinians and the dismantle- 
ment of Jewish settlements. 

"This is a Palestinian holo- 
caust ... the United States 
comes to cover this crime with 
an invitation to negotiations. 
This is not the question. There 
should be a guarantee of inter- 
national protection for our iso- 
lated people in the occupied 
territories who face the Israeli 
military machine provided by 

Soldiers 

killed 

several 

(Continued from page I) 

’ “According to the first in- 
vestigations. it was a single 
person who acted on his own 
initiative." he said. 

One Palestinian witness 
backed the loner story saying 
Goldstein, branded a psycho- 
path by Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin, changed his bullet 
clip three times. 

Experts said a 35-bullet clip 
be changed in a few 
seconds on the Galil rifle which 
could easily kill that amount of 
people in a closed space. 

Military officials said about 
100 bullet casings from the gun 
of the doctor were found in the 
; mosque. 

Dressed in his reserve ma- 
jor’s uniform, he also threw at 
| least three grenades, witnesses 
! -said, which was supported by 
the wounds sustained by some 
of the scores injured. 

The army has still not pub- 
lished an official statement or 
1 death toll, but military officials 
did say Goldstein was beaten 
1 to death with iron rods by 
worshippers. 

However. Palestinian taxi 
driver Ashraf Mitzab said 
troops fired teargas and then 
live bullets. 

“An Israeli came into the 
mosque. He was dressed in 
military clothes and... he be- 
gan shooting from the back... 
and had rime to change the dip 
on his gun and continue shoot- 
ing," Mr. Mitzab told the 
Palestinian Hum in Rights In- 
formation Centre. 

“People tried to run away 
but soldiers came into the mos- 
que and used tear-gas at the 
entrance and also opened fire 
at people. 

“It was impossible to tell 
who was shot by the settler and 
who by the .soldiers. It all 
> happened at the same time.” 


the United States,” Mr. Kad- 
doumi added. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat said earlier Saturday he 
would consider the U.S. prop- 
osal to switch the peace talks 
with Israel to Washington, but 
added the peace process has 
“lost its credibility" after Fri- 
day’s massacre. 

“I am not against the meet- 
ing. but I want to know first 
what is in the platform,” Mr. 
Arafat told French television 
networks TF1 and France 2. 

“All the peace process had 
already lost its credibility, and 
especially after the massacre,’’ 
Mr. Arafat said. 

He said the killing was “a 
conspiracy between settlers 
and the army,” disputing the 
Israeli government claim that it 
was done by a lone lunatic 
settler. 

“No one alone can kill 60 
and injure 256, no one, there is 
no Rambo,” he said. “They 
were more than ten,” including 
an army reserve officer, Mr. 
Arafat said. 

Mr. Arafat said he expected 
a resurgence of violence in the 
occupied territories. “There 
will be retaliation, and no one 
can predict its extent.” he 
warned. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres on Sunday rejected 
outright the call for interna- 
tional forces to be deployed in 
the territories. 

He said the atmosphere at 
the PLO headquarters in Tunis 
was very “tense.” 

Mr. Arafat has summoned 
all the Palestinian negotiators 
to a meeting on Sunday in 
Tunis to discuss the U.S. in- 
vitation for talks in Washing- 
ton, and the next moves after 
the Hebron massacre. 

Israel meanwhile pledged to 
turn the carnage in Hebron 
into a catalyst for peace. 

“Paradoxically the tragedy 
leaves Israel and the PLC no 
alternative but to accelerate 
the peace negotiations so that 
the PLO can take control in 
the territories as soon as possi- 
ble,” an Israeli minister, who 
asked not to be named, told 
AFP. 

The minister said “damage 
control” contacts over the last 
24 hours between Israel and 
the PLO as well as with the 
Americans and Europeans had 
proved positive. 

“Everyone agrees that we 
have to push ahead with 
peace," the minister said. 
“The negotiations could go 
vety fast now." 

He said there was no prob- 
lem with the Palestinian lead- 
ership, “what we fear is the 
Palestinian street.” 

“The coming days will be 
crucial. Things could get out of 
control in the territories.” 

For that reas n, on top of 
international c mdemnation. 
Israel was under :reat pressure 
to come up wi h some real 
gestures such as an early re- 
lease of Palestinian prisoners, 
to keep a lid on the violence, 
he said. Israel was weighing its 
next move, the minister added. 


A statement by Fateh in 
Gaza urg j d Mr. Arafat to sus- 
pend per'e talks with Israel. 

“We c; .1 on the Palestinian 
leadership to suspend the cur- 
rent nego ations with Israel.” 
said a statement signed by “the 
Palestinian National Libera- 
tion M« -ement — Fateh” and 
sent to Reuters in Gaza. 

“(V':} affirm that the basic 
optior » of our people lie in 
continuing the struggle, esca- 
lating the uprising and re- 
sponding with various means 
to ie crime of occupation.” 

PLO sources in Tunis spoke 
of growing pressure among the 
Palestinian leadership for con- 
cessions from Israel. 

Abdullah Hourani. an Ex- 
ecutive Committee member 
v'io suspended his mem- 
bership because he disagreed 
with the strategy of negotiating 
v ith Israel, said Palestinians 
• ere unanimous that talks 
jhuld halt until Israeli settle- 
ments are dismantled. 

“There is a national unani- 
mity on the necessity of re- 
viewing the negotiations policy 
and the leadership has to re- 
spond to it.” Mr. Hourani told 
Reuters. “The PLO should 
•ull out from the talks ... and 
4iT as a condition for resuming 
;hem the withdrawal of the 
settlers and dismantling of set- 
tlements.” 

In Amman. Suleiman Naj- 
jab, one of 12 active members 
of the Executive Committee, 
also called on Mr. Arafat to 
suspend peace talks until 
Palestinians in the territories 
were protected. 

Faisal Husseini. head of the 
PLO’s Fateh faction in the 
occupied West Bank, said 


fresh talks should cover the 
final status of the occupied 
territories rather than leave 
that until a later stage as envis- 
aged in the September agree- 
ment between the PLO and 
Israel on Palestinian self-rule. 

Besides the negotiators* 
meeting, the PLO has 
mounted a diplomatic drive to 
seek support. On Saturday it 
called an urgent meeting of the 
Arab League to discuss the 
massacre. 

The PLO earlier called on 
the U.N. Security Council to 
take “concrete steps quickly to 
guarantee international protec- 
tion” for the Palestinians in the 
occupied territories. 

The Security Council met 
Friday but was divided on what 
action to take and was to con- 
tinue the debate Saturday. 

Arab and Muslim members 
have called for a resolution 
condemning the killings, while 
the United States is seeking to 
limit the reaction to a state- 
ment. 

The resolution proposed by 
the PLO condemns the mas- 
sacre and calls for Israel to 
take immediate action to end 
settlers' attacks in the occupied 
territories. 

The U.S. statement calls the 
attack an act of terrorism and 
calls on the Israeli government 
to take urgent action to protect 
the Palestinians in the occu- 
pied territories. 

French President Mitterrand 
has sent a letter to Mr. Arafat 
and Mr. Rabin following the 
massacre, his office said Satur- 
day. 

Mr. Mitterrand's office gave 
no details of the letter’s con- 
tents. 


Israelis kill 3 more 


(Continued from page 1) 

belonged. The cabinet will 
meet Sunday to decide. 

Soldiers closed off the mos- 
que inside the Cave of the 
Patriarchs, a site holy to both 
Muslims and Jews. 

The imam, unable to lead 
prayers in his mosque, joined 
mourners at wakes within sight 
of the imposing Jewish settle- 
ment of Kiryat Arba, home to 
Goldstein. 

Mourners, including local 
Palestinian Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) leader Moham- 
mad Hourani, said the peace 
Israel hoped to negotiate 
would never come until such 
settlements were cleared. 

“The killing has shown that 
the way we are negotiating 
with the Israelis cannot go on ," 
Mr. Hourani said, his remarks 
twice punctuated by the pop- 
ping of Israeli tear-gas canis- 
ters fired at stonethrowers. 
“We have agreed to an interim 
phase in which the settlers can 
stay ... that means they can go 
on killing us and the peace." 

The dovish Israeli pressure 
group Peace Now agreed, call- 
ing for the evacuation of settle- 
ments in the heart of Hebron. 

“This is the peace we are 
having with Israel?" asked 


Sharban Natsche, who lost a 
brother and two other relatives 
in the mosque. “The killing has 
been as bad since Oslo.” be 
said, referring to the 
Norwegian-brokered peace 
deal between Israel and the 
PLO signed last September but 
still not implemented. 

Mr. Hourani said only the 
release of Palestinian prisoners 
and an Israeli commitment to 
remove settlers could stem the 
erosion of popular Palestinian 
support for the stalled accord. 

Mourners agreed as they 
heard of yet further Arab 
deaths on Saturday. Palesti- 
nians said the army shot dead a 
total of three protesters in 
clashes near Jerusalem, the 
West Bank town of Tulkarm 
and Gaza, Arab sources said. 

On the Gaza Strip youths 
spearheaded street confronta- 
tions in defiance of a curfew, 
lobbing rocks and burning 
tyres, correspondents said. 

Soldiers shot dead a 16-year- 
old in Gaza Gty and wounded 
18 more on the strip while a 
15-year-old was killed by bor- 
der police fire in East Jeru- 
salem. 

Troops also shot dead an 
18-year-old during confronta- 
tions at Tulkarem refugee 
camp on the West Bank. 


(Continued from page I) 

Majesty the King's and the 
government’s constitutional 
right to negotiate treaties. 

“I don’t think that there is 
anybody in the house who 
would try to outbid IBs Majes- 
ty the King and the govern- 
ment in maintaining our 
national rights,” Mr. Kabariti 
said. 

IAF Deputy Bassam 
Omoush stood up in anger in 
response to Mr. Kabariti's 
statement saying he rejects de- 
scribing the IAF request as 
superficial or an attempt to 
outbid the King. 

With bis hand on an ashtray 
in front of him. Dr. Omoush 
shouted that Mr. Kabariti can- 
not categorise what other de- 
puties say before be walked 
out of the session in anger after 
other legislators interfered to 
contain the argument. 

In his strongest remarks to 
deputies yet, Mr. Masri said he 
would no longer tolerate the 
kind of disputes and heated 
exchanges that marred most of 
the House's recent sessions. 


Protesters 
vow revenge 

(Continued from page 1) 

Police sealed off much of 
downtown and traffic came to 
a halt while the speakers 
addressed the crowd. 

A heavy police presence was- 
visible all over the city. Embas- 
sies, foreign banks and many 
other international organisa- 
tions, fearing emotional repris- 
als owing to their foreign affi- 
liations. reported a security 
alert. The day passed without 
incident, however. 

Numerous A m m a d 
groceries, many of them own- 
ed by natives of Hebron, 
closed for the entire day to 
mark the first day after the 
killings. 

All shops downtown were 
closed and black flags flew 
from the shutters of many. 

The crowd at the Hashemieh 
Square in downtown continued 
their march and converged at 
the Roman Amphitheatre at 
around 1:30 p.m.and dispersed 
soon afterwards. The demon- 
strations were organised by the 
Islamic Action Front and a 
group of pan-Arab leftist par- 
ties. 

Schoolchildren who were let 
out of school at 12:00 p.m. 
began demonstrations in their 
local neighbourhoods. Stu- 
dents at the University of Jor- 
dan also staged a protest. 

Groups of 40 to 60 school- 
children could be seen Satur- 
day in various parts of 
Sbmeisani, Downtown, Jabal 
Taj and Joffc, Garden Street 
and Bayader Wadi Seer as well 


Mr. Masri said he would 
activate the internal regula- 
tions of the House to preempt 
disputes among deputies be- 
fore the House preceded with 
the session, which was original- 
ly called for to discuss such 
disputes and their negative im- 
pact on the work of the legisla- 
ture. 

Deputy Samir Habashneh 
said that it was illogical to ask 
Jordan to withdraw from the 
talks unilaterally because the 
decision to enter them was an 
Arab decision. He suggested 
the IAF proposal be amended 
to call on all Arab parlies to 
the talks to reassess their in- 
volvement in the negotiations. 

Deputy Nawaf A1 Qadi said 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), in its capacity 
as tiie sole representative of 
the Palestinian people, should 
decide on whether to partici- 
pate on the talks or not but 
IAF deputies argued that the 
Palestinian issues is an Arab 
and Muslim issue on which no 
one has a monopoly. 

The majority of deputies 
voted that Mr. Masri and the 


permanent office of die House 
be entrusted with issuing a 
House statement on the mas- 
sacre after representatives of 
the six parliamentary blocs and 
other independent deputies 
strongly condemned it. 

National Action Front bloc 
spokesman Fawzi Tuairaeh 
said the massacre was the out- 
come of the “Zionist ideology 
which is rooted in hatred and 
ethnic discrimination and aims 
at terminating the Arab exist- 
ence.” 

He said Israeli settlements in 
the occupied territories must 
be dismantled and settlers dis- 
armed and the United Nations 
must send forces to protect the 
Palestinians. 

'Speaking on behalf of the 
Democratic Progressive Coali- 
tion, Deputy Mohammad 
Paotidiyeh said the conflict 
vdtii the “Zionist enemy is one 
of existence and not one of 
borders,” adding that “Arab 
impotence has contributed to 
the crime.” 

Deputy Awad Khlcifai said 
on behalf of the independent 
bloc that tiie Israeli authorities 


were totally responsible fy 
what be called tiie critic 
reveals the true face of • 

Urging Arab leaders tn mify 
their positions, Mr. KhUf ; - 
said that "peace th£ % 
supported by power wft 
main incomplete and Mil not 
lead” to a dignified section to 
the Arab-Israeii cOftfflfft. 

President of the National 
Bloc Abdul Raouf AI Rawab- 
deb urged the government to 
sponsor the call for an Arab 
summit that would stujjy 
means of supporting the 
Palestinian people. He backed 
an IAF call for bolding a meet- 
ing of the Arab Parliamentary 
Union in Amman ro agree on a 
line of action in light of the 
Hebron massacre. 

The Arab Parliamentary 
Union should call on Arab 
leaders to shoulder their re- 
sponsibilities and “I do not say 
reconcile, but coordinate, in 
order to protect the Palesti- 
nians," said Deputy Sa'd 
Hayel Srour. 

"The massacre is a sign of 
shame on the face of the 
Arabs,” said Dr. Omoush. 



A scene from Saturday's 


as the Baqaa and Wahdat 
camps raising the Palestinian 
flag and shouting slogans to 
protest Friday’s killings. 

A group of some 60 students 
with green aim bands shouting 
“there is no god but God,” 
converged on the closed Amer- 
ican embassy in Abdoun in the 
morning hours but were turned 
back by American -embassy 
guards and police. It was the 
first reported group of protes- 
tors to converge on the embas- 
sy, built two years ago. the 
group left no statement and did 
not identify themselves, 
according to embassy staff. 

Jordanian papers ran eight 
column headlines of Friday’s 
killing with explicit pictures of 
the victims. Akher Khabar, a 
liberal Jordanian daily, ran one 
of tbe most stunning headlines 


camp (photo by Yousef AI ’Allan) 


— “sbalom” — across its front- 
page along with a blown-up 
picture of a dead man with his 
mouth open and blood running 
out. 

’ The Islamic Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, Saturday 
vowed to step up the armed 
struggle against Israel and car- 
ry out revenge attacks for Fri- 
day’s killings- 

“Yes to the revolution of the 
knives,” Hamas spokesman 
Mohammad Nazzal told a 
press conference. 

The movement called on the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion to immediately withdraw 
from the negotiations with 
Israel. 

“We call on Arafat to with- 
draw and for the negotiators to 
withdraw immediately,” said 
one bead of Hamas in Jordan, 


Ibrahim Ghosheh. “The 
Palestinian people know who 
they are and where they are," 
he said of negotiators living in 
tbe West Bank and Amman. 
“It is clear that the negotiation 
option is not the option of the 
Palestinian people but a 
people-less leadership in 

“It is a shame that Arafat is 
planning to go to Washington 
with 30 people before the 
blood of tbe martyrs has even 
had the chance to dry. It shows 
his disrespect for the suffering 
of his people,” Mr. Ghosheh 
added. 

“Rabin is ’ responsible for 
security and occupation. So 
this is his domain," concluded 
Mr. Ghosheh. “But tbe blood 
of the Palestinian people will 
be avenged.” 


Arabs, Muslims enraged, demand action 


(Continued from page 1) 

PLO would ask the Arab 
League to adopt a common 
stance to push Israel into dis- 
arming the settlers in the occu- 
pied territories. 

Sunday’s meeting would be 
held at the level of permanent 
delegates to the Arab League. 

Demonstrations conde- 
mning the massacre were held 
in several capitals. 

In Cairo 10,000 Egyptian 
University students denounced 
Zionism and demanded re- 
venge for the massacre victims. 

Demonstrations were also 
reported in the Libyan capital 
Tripoli, while special services 
were held in the mosques 
throughout tbe Arab Gulf 
states. 

Outraged Arab leaders 
urged Israel and the interna- 
tional community to act swiftly 
to halt violence by Jewish set- 
tlers in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Syria, Lebanon, Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, Yemen and the 
United Arab Emirates ail pin- 
ned the blame squarely on 
Israel, accusing tbe authorities 
of failing to protect tbe Palesti- 
nians. (see page 2) 

Hundreds of riot police 
blocked a road from Cairo 
University to the Israeli 
embassy to keep away students 
protesting the massacre. 

But the deaths drew harsh 
reactions not only from stu- 
dents but from Egyptian offi- 
cials and political leaders. 

It also spurred jitters that 
the peace process could be 
jeopardised and that Egypt, 
the only Arab country official- 
ly at peace in tbe Middle East, 
could be a big loser because of 
its major role in promoting it. 

Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
told reporters the massacre 
was “a criminal act from all 
angles. There can’t be any ex- 
cuse for that.” He blamed “the 
occupation authorities for not 
protecting those living under 
occupation" and said the inci- 
dent has harmed the peace 


process. . 

“Its repetition could totally 
kill it,” be said. 

Although there was no men- 
tion of a specific threat, secur- 
ity was tightened at Israel’^ El 
AI airlines office at Cairo inter- 
national airport and around 
the Israeli embassy to deter 
revenge attacks. 

The demonstration by Cairo 
University, students, organised 
by Islamic groups, began early 
Saturday-, they chanted slogans 
demanding that Cairo sever 
relations with Israel and expel 
tbe Jewish state's ambassador. 

“Muslims are getting kilied 
everywhere and nobody cares 
for us. They treat us like 
dogs,” one angry student said. 

Egyptian’ President Hosrii 
Mubarak called for Security 
Council action to protect 
Palestinians. 

“President Hosni Mubarak 
condemned the unpleasant in- 
cident at die Hebron mosque 
and supported .the call for 'an 
immediate meeting for tbe 
Security Council to take neces- 
sary measures to protect the 
Palestinians," Mr. Amr Musa 
told reporters. 

He said Mr. Mubarak’ re- 
ceived a telephone call from 
Israeli Prime Munster Yitzhak 
Rabin expressing his '‘sorrow 
for the incident and hoping it 
would not affect the peace 
efforts.” 

He said President Bill Gin- 
ton also called Mr. Mubarak 
about Friday’s shooting. 
Black flags fluttered 
throughout die occupied terri- 
tories and in Palestinian re- 
fugee camps in Lebanon, 
which were paralysed by a 
general strike Saturday as 
Palestinians mourned the mas- 
sacre victims.’ ■ 

Lebanon -declared next 
Thursday a . day of national 
mourning. 

In Damascus, an official 
spokesman said Israel's “stub- 
born positions, its expansionist 
ambitions and policy of pre- 
varication in the peace • pro- 
cess” provoked the -massacre, ’ 


and Israel was “directly or 
indirectly responsible for ex- 
tremism m die region.” 

- A senior Iraqi official urged 
Palestinians to “step up the 
intifada,” in the occupied terri- 
tories, which began in Decem- 
ber 1987.- 

Tbe hardline fundamentalist 
Islamic Jihad in Palestine 
group vowed to avenge the 
•massacre, in a statement re- 
leased in Beirut. 

And in Baghdad, the Pales- 
tine Liberation Front (PLF) 
led by Mahmoud Abbas called 
for a resumption of the armed 
struggle and an end to negotia- 
tions with Israel. 

“Our revenge for this ugly 
massacre will be twofold.” said 
a hooded guerrilla brandishing 
an AK-47 assault rifle in 'Ain 
AI Hilweh in South Lebanon. 
“We tell the Israeli army... we 
will respond by firing on them 
wherever they are.”’ 

The protestors — chanting 
slogans denouncing the PLO- 
Israeli peace deal and calling 
Mr. Arafat a “pig" and ‘'the 
enemy of God” — set ablaze 
tyres at the entrance of ’Ain AI 
Hilweh refugee camp near tiie 
southern port of Sidon. 

. In Syria, thousands of sup- 
porters of a 10-member 
Palestinian alliance opposed to 
the peace deal and other 
groups marched through the 
streets of tiie Yannouk refugee 
camp near Damascus chanting 
slogans condemning Israel. 

* Representatives of Palesti- 
nian women, youth and labour 
organisations also staged a tit- 
in strike at the Damascus 
offices of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(TCRC) to demand world ac- 
tion “to put an en.d to Israel's 
crimes.” 

- In Algeria, a Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman said: 

"Algeria forcefully con- 
demns this crime and appeals 
to -the United Nations Security 
Council to take steps to ensure 
the protection -and security of 
the Palestinian people in the 
occupied territories and pre- 


vent the recurrence of such 
acts." 

The Yemeni Foreign Minis- 
try said in a statement that 
news of the “heinous crime” 
was “received with deep dis- 
gust and pain.” 

Indonesia, the world’s 
largest Muslim nation, conde- 
mned the “brutal” tilling in 
Hebron. 

“The slaughter was a cruel 
criminal act against innocent 
people in the midst of their 
worship, whoever tbe perpet- 
rator, the government of Israel 
is fully responsible,” a foreign 
ministry statement said. 

China condemned the mur- 
der as a “serious terrorist act of 
violence” and said it showed 
the need for a just resolution to 
the Palestinianissue. 

“The Chinese government i; 
greatly shocked at and sternly 
condemns this serious terrorist 
act of violence, and expressed 
sympathy to the families of the 
innocent victims," a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman told the 
official Xinhua news agency. 

“We call on the Israeli au- 
thorities to take all necessary 
measures to stop such act! of 
violence,” the spokesman said. 

Pakistani Prime Minister Be- 
nazir Bhutto deplored and con- 
demned the killing as a "rfas- 
tardly” act of sacrilege “symp- 
tomatic of religious intolerance 
which we have recently witnes- 
sed against Muslims in Pales- 
tine, Bosnia and Kashmir.” 

In Paris, about 200 peopfc 
demonstrated against the kiiC 
ing. 

The rally near the Eiffel 
Tower was organised by the 
French Communist Party 
(PCF) and pro-Palestinian and 
human rights groups. 

In Dhaka, Bangladesh, 
more than 2,000 Muslims de- 
monstrated against the mas- 
sacre. 

The protestors raised clen- 
ched fists while shouting 
“Down with Zionism” and 
Muslims of the world unite 
against Jewish conspiracy.” 
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xperts urge private investment in Palestinian territories 


WAS'-fiNGTON (USIA) — 
Officials from the United 
Stefe ; nd Israel have joined a 
Pales-.«». t " . ..pen in urging 
privEte .^n.erican investors to 
explore opportunities in the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

(-.Emphasising the connection 
between economic growth and 
political stability. Anees Bar- 
ghouti, director of the 
Washington-based Palestine 
Affairs Centre, urged potential 
investors to consider the huma- 
i nitarian side of doing business 
1 ii\ the occupied territories. 
"The risk is worth taking." he 
said. “You won't only be mak- 
ing profits.” 

[ .He spoke during a luncheon 
organised by the District of 
Columbia Bar for the benefit 
q£ attorneys and clients who 
cither have interest in Israel. 


the West Bank and Gaza, or 
are exploring the opportunities 
now available there: Mr. Bar- 
ghouti was joined on the panel 
by Amnon Neubach. an econo- 
mics minister at the Israeli 
Embassy in Washington, and 
Karl Reiner, an acting deputy 
assistant secretary at the Com- 
merce Department. 

Mr. Reiner- noted that the 
process of implementing the 
Israeli-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) declara- 
tion has been more difficult 
than expected. The planned 
Israeli pullout of Gaza and 
Jericho is two months overdue, 
and Israelis and Palestinians 
remain wary of one another 
and of their respective propos- 
als for regional economic coop- 
-ntir*n "There is no doubt." 


he said, “that political issues 
am hindering progress in the 
economic sphere." 

At the same time, interest in 
regional business opportunities 
“is increasing." Mr. Reiner 
-.Aid. He illustrated the point 
by noting that: Construction 
firms are positioning them- 
selves to work with local con- 
tractors on infrastructure pro- 
jects in the territories: three 
firms have received permits for 
concrete plants in Gaza, where 
about 20 apartment buildings 
in the 20-story range are 
already under construction; an 
entrepreneur from Gaza has 
inquired about an American 
fast-food franchise; and other 
executives have asked about 
licensing arrangements in road 
construction and engineering. 


Mr. Reiner added that the 
medical and building material 
sectors are expected to grow 
rapidly, once implementation 
of the Israel-PLO accord takes 
effect. 

Promoting the economic 
growth necessary to support 
the peace process will be diffi- 
cult. “but we are not working 
in a vacuum." Mr. Reiner said. 
“This is not the first time two 
hostile parties have decided to 
make peace, and — however 
difficult — economic develop- 
ment is not uncharted." 

He pointed out that both the 
World Bank and a group of 
Israeli. Palestinian. Jordanian 
and American economists had 
analysed the regional economy 
and established guidelines for 
cooperation. They and other 


experts agree. Mr. Reiner said, 
on the necessity of open mar- 
kets. 

“The parties involved in this 
evolving economic relationship 
cannot afford to isolate them- 
selves. Free trade and open 
markets are necessary to 
stimulate the private sector 
and support economic 
growth." he said. 

Although Palestinians might 
be tempted to support a rotal 
cutoff from Israel, such a 
course would be counterpro- 
ductive. Mr. Reiner said. 
Among other things, they need 
to avail themselves of the 
Israeli job market, he pointed 
out. 

“While the Palestinians must 
have the freedom to develop 
their own policies, what they 


do in the first one or two years 
will be extremely important, 
because ifs going to the 
psychological stage for or 
against economic expansion 
the U.S. official said. 

Mr. Barghouti told the 
gathering that in addition to 
establishing an independent 
state, the Palestinians are “de- 
termined" to create an econo- 
mic confederation with Jordan 
which could eventually include 
Israel. 

LikeMr. Reiner, he listed a 
number of areas that potential 
investors ought to explore, in- 
cluding the sectors of tourism, 
transportation, agriculture., 
housing and water and sewage 
treatment. Mr. Barghouti 
noted that the Palestinian eco- 
nomy needs to be recon- 


structed from top to bottom, 
having been “literally devas- 
tated by the" Israeli occupa- 
tion. 

Any help from investors 
technical or otherwise — "is 
welcome,” Mr. Barghouti said. 
He warned that support among 
Palestinians for the Israel-PLO 
declaration has dropped as the 
talks on implementation have 
lagged. "Palestinians need to 
see improvement on the 
ground,” he said, if they are to 
maintain faith in the political 
process. 

Although be approached the 
issue from a different perspec- 
tive, Mr. Neubach agreed that 
the occupied territories — 
especially Gaza — are in “de- 
sperate" need of investment. 
“The need is huge. Everything 


has to be built from scratch," 
he said. 

On particular points, howev- 
er. he disagreed with Mr. Bar- 
ghouti. For example, be said 
that proposals for building a 
seaport in Gaza or for new 
international airports in Gaza 
and possibly Jerusalem are 
misguided. 

“The most important need is 
for infrastructure" he said. 
“They don’t need flags and 
they don't need symbols — 
they need food and jobs and 
houses and education,” 'Mr. 
Neubach said of the Gaza 
Palestinians. 

Mr. Neubach also made a 
pitch for investors to consider 
opportunities in Israel, particu- 
larly the medical, telecom- 
munications, transportation 
and tourist industries. 
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Bank of Greece will follow 
tight monetary policy in 1994 


ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 
The Centra] Bank of Greece 
has said it will follow a tight 
monetary policy for 1994 and 
strive to help the government 
bring inflation into the single 
digits by the end of the year. 
■-.“Slowing 'inflation will be 
the focus of our policy. That 
will be the bank’s central direc- 
tion." Governor Ioannis 
Boutos told a news conference. 
VHe said the bank will-also try 
to restrict total credit expan- 
sion from six to eight per cent, 
-down from 13.1 per cent in 
1993. in order to curb an in- 
crease in the money supply. 
•*Mr. Boutos added that the 
bank's exchange policy will 
focus on allowing a drachma 
slide to help deflation. He said 
Ae slide would reflea the dif- 
ference in inflation rates be- 
tween Greece and other EU 
countries. 

Inflation was running at 1 1.1 


per cent in January, more than 
three times the EU average of 
3.3 per cent, and Mr. Boutos 
said he hoped it would drop to 
about 10 in the next two 
months. He said the drachma 
slid 13.9 -per cent against the 
dollar in 1993 and 6.65 per cent 
against the European Currency 
Unit (ECU). The central 
bank's discount rate has been 
21.5 per cent. 

Mr. Boutos said interest 
rates would continue to drop 
during the year, but the de- 
crease 1 4#a»ld depend on 
achieving lower inflation and 
tight exchange practices. 

But he said Greece would 
have to retain slightly higher 
interest rates until after July — 
when currency controls are to 
be deregulated — in order to 
prevent capital flight. 

The governor added that in- 
terest rates would also be 
affected by Greece's outstand- 


ing short-term debt obligation, 
which the government has 
placed at 2.5 trillion drachma 
(510 billion). The public debt 
was nearly 20 trillion ($80 bil- 
lion) in 1993. 

His statements came a week 
after Moody's Investors Ser- 
vice Inc. said it was downgrad- 
ing its rating on the Bank of 
Greece's foreign currency 
debt. The bank had acted as 
the issuer on about $10 billion 
on behalf of the government 
until January 1994. 

Mierijfe pointed to a con- 
tinued deterioration of fiscal 
balances, exacerbated by a 
rapidly growing debt burden. 
It added that substantial fiscal 
reforms needed to counter the 
deterioation were unlikely to 
be implemented in the short 
term due to the lack of political 
will. 

The government is planning 
to submit new tax legislation 


Jobless rate 
in Spain 
nears 24% 

MADRID (AFP) — Spain had 
3.68 million unemployed work- 
ers at the end of last year. 
23.90 per cent of the work 
force against a rate of 20.08 per 
cent at end- 1992, the econo- 
mics ministry has announced in 
Madrid. 

Spain has the highest jobless 
rate of all 12 European Union 
countries. 

The number of unemployed 
workers rose by 635.000 last 
year and by 136,000 during the 
last quarter of last year, even 
though economic growth was 
not negative in that quarter for 
the first time since the end of 
1992. 

According to the Bank of 
Spain, Spanish gross domestic 
product dropped by 0.9 per 
cent last year in real terms. 

Economics Minister Pedro 
Soilbes said that unemploy- 
ment would continue to rise. 


British companies try to placate Malaysia 


’ LONDON (R) — Companies 
likely to suffer under a Malay- 
sian trade boycott of Britain 
tried to repair the rift Saturday 
Jjy_praising Kuala Lumpur's 
achievements and echoing its 
government's attgteks-^on the 
. British media. 

Sixteen firms with large in- 
vestments in the rapidly de- 
pfftiloping country embarked on 
a “charm offensive" of news- 
Jpaper tributes in an apparent 
‘effort to assuage the anger of 
!the Malaysian government 
lover its image in the British 
Iw*ss- 

• “We are proud to work in 

• Malaysia." said a full-page 
{advertisement in several news- 
| papers that featured corporate 
j logos from big-name com- 
i panies including aircraft maker 
{British Aerospace, consmic- 
{tion and cable firm B1CC 
} Group and construction groups 
i Blue Circle Industries and Tra- 

t 

i 


falgar House. 

“We want to put on record 
how proud we are to work with 
the Malaysian government and 

the Malay sian private sector." 

it said. 

^Mtihathir Mohammad ordered' 
''-^He45oycdtt after 6ritiA pr&s‘ ' 
reports alleged that Anglo- 
' Malaysian trade was tainted by 
corruption and an illicit deal to 
link an aid grant for a dam with 
a big arms deal. 

Kuala Lumpur was particu- 
larly angered by a report in the 
London Sunday Times alleging 
bribes to Malaysian offitials. 

Some of the same companies 
that ran the newspaper ads 
wrote a letter to the Sunday 
Times’s sister paper complain- 
ing that “ill-informed and 
tendentious” articles had put 
billons of pounds (dollars) 
worth of British contracts at 
risk. 


“Malaysia has an excellent 
record of economic growth and 
provides a fine example to the 
world of racial harmony and 
political stability.” said the let- 
ter in the Times. 

... British officials, were .also 
trying to . defuse the-ipw 
through diplomatic channels 
and were considering sending a 
high-ranking “emissary" to 
Kuala Lumpur to appeal to 
Mr. Mahathir to reconsider his 
trade freeze. 

But they could not confirm a 
report in the Financial Times 
newspaper that former Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher, 
whose rapport with Mr. 
Mahathir in the 1980s ended an 
earlier rift and eased the way 
for the Pergau dam project, 
was offering to help. 

“We have had no approach 
from Lady Thatcher." one 
said. 

The dam. being built with a 


£234 million ($346.6 million) 
aidgrant. is at the centre of the 
“arms-for-aid controversy" 
which led to British companies 
being barred from any new 
government contracts. Critics 
allege the aid payment^Bri- 
tain's biggest ever, was a secret 
"sweetener" for a 1988 arms 
deal in which Malaysia bought 
British fighter aircraft worth 
nearly £1 billion ($1.5 billion). 

The Guardian newspaper re- 
pone d Saturday that British 
Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd was planning to 
announce changes to the sys- 
tem this week which would 
limit aid to very poor coun- 
tries, disqualifying countries, 
like Malaysia. 

But a foreign office spokes- 
man said Britain announced 
last year that it wanted to 
restria aid to very needy coun- 
tries and to much smaller pay- 
ments than for Pergau. 


Tunisia to open 
currencies market 
on first of March 


TUNIS (R) — Tunisia, in a 
move toward a more outward- 
looking financial policy, is to 
open a domestic foreign ex- 
change market on March 1, 
Centra] Bank of Tunisia 
(BCT) officials said. 

The market, to be estab- 
lished between banks, will per- 
mit quoting of foreign curren- 
cies against the Tunisian dinar, 
up to now a monopoly of the 
centra] bank. 

The change is part of finan- 
cial reforms which last year 
established currency converti- 
bility for capital account trans- 
actions for non-residents and 
eased restrictions over capital 
transactions by residents. 

“This new step in the finan- 
cial liberalisation aims at re- 
moving all obstacles in the way 
of the firms' operations and at 
intergrating the Tunisian eco- 
nomy into the international 
market.” said Mrabet, 
director-general of BCTs ex- 
ternal finances, told Reuters. 

He said it was made possible 
by a positive performance of 
the convertibility reform intro- 
duced last year. 

“We didn’t see a drain of 
capital as a result of converti- 
bility. Our currency increased 
to 930 million dinars ($930- 
mitlion) on Dec. 31, 1993 from' 
850 million dinars ($850 mil- 
lion) on Dec. 31, 1992,” Mr. 


Mrabet said. 

“We have observed that eco- 
nomic operators and citizens 
are behaving more rationally in 
their external expenses, and 
this encourages us to go for- 
ward in the financial liberalisa- 
tion." he said. 

Currencies rates will be set 
by the market each business 
day, BCT officials said. Until 
now they have been set each 
week by BCT on the basis of a 
basket of currencies of the 
main trade partners of Tunisia. 

“Starting of March 1, is up 
to the market to set up the 
rates. If a bank comes to us 
and ask to buy or sell a curren- 
cy. our response will be go to 
the market,” Brahim Hajji, 
head of the BCTs department 
which supervise the new ex- 
change market, told Reuters. 

He said BCT would continue 
to have its own reference rates, 
based on the market rates and 
taking account of the North 
African country’s macro- 
economic objectives. 

The market will be for cash 
exchanges and banking, but 
not speculative transactions, 
Mr. Hajji added. 

- Centrahbarrfc governor Beji 
Hamda said in a note to bank- 
^ : ers that offshore banks were 
•'authorised to enter the market 
for their residents operations 
only. 


Publi-Graphics Dubai names 
new regional managing director 

DUBlAI — Roger Swann from London has joined Publi- 
Graphics Dubai as regional managing director responsible for 
its operations in Dubai and expansion into neighbouring 
markets. These include Publi-Graphics Dubai. Publi-Graphics 
Creative Sales Division and Public Relations Division. Oman. 
Iran and Pakistan. Mr. Swann has previously worked for 
McCann Ericson. RSCG and most recently EUROCOM 
where he was responsible for international client development 
and coordination throughout their network of offices worl- 
dwide. 



Recession-hit Fiat 
to shed 16,300 Jobs 

ROME (AFP) — Italia* conglomerate Fiat is to shed 16,300 
jobs under a two-year accord to revive the recession-hit firm 
agreed by directors and unions, the company said Saturday. 

The job cuts, which involve a package of early retirements 
and long-term layoffs funded jointly by the company and the 
state, were approved by Fiat employees in a secret ballot, the 
firm said. 

They were announced in the wake of massive company 
losses which reached 1.800 billion lire ($1.05 billion) in 1993. 

The accord, which was agreed at the beginning of the week, 
was signed overnight Friday in the presence of Employment 
Minister Gino Giugni. 

As of the end of 1«>93. Fiat was active in a variety of sectors, 
including industrial vehicles, farm machinery, metalwork, 
electronics, robotics, publishing and insurance. 

Its workforce was 261,500. including 120,330 in the auto 
construction sector. 

Under the accord, 8,800 mostly auto construction staff will 
lose their jobs by 1996. including 6,600 who will take early 
retirement funded by the state to the tune of 150 billion lire 
($90 million). 

The other 2,200 will receive a guaranteed monthly income 
of around 1.1 million lire ($700) — equivalent to half the 
average wage for a Fiat worker — until retirement. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY FEBRUARY 27. 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
day of many moods and different 
activities, so make a point to 
keep calm and unperturbed as 
possible. See that everything is in 
its right place and working nor- 
mally. Show consideration to 
others'? . 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Take time for meditation early in 
the day and adopt the right phi- 
losophy for the future. Make this 
a worthwhile day for all that are 
around you. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Study your relationship with 
friends and know where they fit 
best in your future plans. Catch 
up on your rest today so you will 
be fresh for next week. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Seek the company of influential 
persons who can he helpful in 
furthering your career. Devote 
this evening to loved one and 
much happiness abounds. 

MOON CHILDREN7(Tunc 22 to 
July 21) Plan how to advance 
through the auspices of impor- 
tant and clever individuals you 
know. Strive for happiness in 
your everyday life. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A 
good time to make plans that 
could give you more abundance 
in the days ahead. Don't be 
taken in by doubtful persons who 
could cause you misery. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Plan how io gain more 


benefits from relationship you 
now have. Forget that easy chair 
and be more active and happy on 
this most beneficial day. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) A good day to come to a 
better understanding with family 
members. Plan how to show gra". 
rirude and increase harmony to 
so enterprising person. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Arrange to be 
with friends you truly (ike for the 
recreation you desire. Plan the 
week ahead so that it becomes 
more productive in any project 
you are involved with. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Make plans to 
improve your status is your line 
of endeavour. Take mate out of, 
charming places in the evening* 
and you will be much loved. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 2U) Good day to study 
whatever is spiritual and educa- 
tional. Visit friends and relatives 
and express happiness in being in 
their company. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 io 
February 19) Study new methods 
and ideas that can bring vou 
greater income in the future. 
Make needed repairs to property 
which have been but aside. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Make the right arrangements 
for gaining personal aims. The 
evening is best for being with 
persons you enjoy the company 
of seeing. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Not dearly 
defined 
5 One-nme 
Russian pianist 
Gabrtlowitscfi 
10 incandescence 

14 Double curve 

15 Valene Harper 
TV role 

16 'l could — 
horsel ' 

■17 Embodiment 

20 Tokyo, once 

21 Carry on 

22 Turkish inn 

23 Banei lump 

24 "Tne pity — . 
lago' 11 

25 Run 

26 Remitted 

29 Little, to Burns 

32 — acid 

33 Attractive 

34 Pentode 

35 Elite stationery 

36 Pub drinks 

39 Stats for Olerud 

40 Paradise beauty 

41 Legal matter 

42 Pickle type 

43 Sea god 

44 Eng composer 

45 Author Ambler 

46 Universal 

49 Footnote word 

50 Voutti org 
53 Smart alecks 

56 Casn drawer 

57 Attack 

58 Swearword 

59 Only 

60 Glacial term 

61 Roentgen 
discovery 

DOWN 

1 Kind of chest 

2 Like line 
wine 

azuch 

4 Affirmative 

5 Showy 

6 Take a — to 
(W«b) 

7 Yielding 
6 — Airun 



Anfljgnts Rewiad 


9 Baby's 
mouthpiece 7 
tO Reach 

1 1 Leo's pad 

12 Indian 

13 Kind of ad 

18 Beaver state 

19 Surrounded by 

23 Fonda ana Eyre 

24 Joyce Carol — 

25 Of a cheekbone 

26 "...is as good 
as — " 

27 Orioleg and Blue 
Jays 

28 Student 

29 Obese 

30 Large: prel. 

31 Actor Alan or 
Adam 

33 Wire 

34 Unemotional 

36 Di is one 

37 Scampi item 

42 Dull person 

43 Special delights 

44 Sufficient 


Yesterday’s PuzHh Snh 


gohu e 

ranaran nnnrr c 

BESHOnOBHEjn n 

DI31E 

mnQnni 

ggngnaB nGDii 

0onnn Baoni o 

SSSS nnon up; 

gonn Gnnn nu 




45 Ferber and 
Miiia/ 

46 Avoirdupois 
units: abbr. 

47 Buckeye State 
46 Window part 
49 Ratio phrase 


£0 Toler* 

51 Spanh 
abbr. 

52 Pale 

54 Not w 
abbr. 

55 Small 
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Bad debt disposals 
by Japanese banks 
reach $22 billion 


TOKYO (AFP) — Disposals 
of bad loans by Japanese banks 
ercw 8.5 per cent from the end 
of December to 2.3y0 billion 
yen (S22.1 billion) at the end of 
January. Cooperative Credit 
Purchasing Co. Ltd. has said. 

The company, set up by 
Japanese banks at the begin* 
fling of Iasi vear to dean up 
their balance sheets, has now 
paid 1.30X billion yen for 993 
non- performing loans acquired 
since March, representing 55 
per cent of their face value. 

The recovery of non- 
performing loans, defined as 
those on which interest has nor 
been paid for six months or 


more, came to 15(1 billion yen 
at the end of January. Of the 
15U billion yen, the company 
said it had raised 135 billion 
yen from 48 sales of property 
held as collateral against bad 
loans. 

In January alone, the bad- 
loan vehicle acquired non- 
performing debts worth 187.6 
billion yen for 98.8 billion yen. 
representing almost S3 per cent 
of their combined face value, 
up from 45 per cent in Decem- 
ber. 

Recoveries came to 31.7 bil- 
lion yen with the company 
raising 30.7 billion yen from 
the sale of six properties. 
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Dubai says ’94 aluminium output sold 


DUBAI (R) — The Gulf emi- 
rate of Dubai said it had sold 
all of its planned aluminium 
production for 1994 which 
would make it difficult to fol- 
low other aluminium produc- 
ers who are trying to salvage 
weak prices by cutting output. 

Mike Roberts, Dubai Alu- 
minium Co. Ltd (Dubai) acting 
chief executive officer, said 
they have not reached a deci- 
sion on cuts and would watch 
closely results of a meeting of 
world aluminium producers on 
Feb. 28 in Montreal. 

"We are already sold out for 
the whole year.** he said in an 
interview with Reuters. 

"It would be very difficult 
for us (to cut) because we 
would have to go to people and 


say ‘we are not going to be able 
to supply you'.,, that would 
not be very popular," he said. 

Dubai produces about 
244,000 tonnes a year of prim- 
ary metal. About 37 per cent of 
output is exported to Japan. 
Dubai also exports to Taiwan. 
China, Belgium, Germany and 
other countries. 

"We’re just under a quarter 
of a million tonnes (output per 
year) so we're not one of the 
big guys," he said. “We are 
both watching the situation 
and we are also studying the 
Subject." 

The French group Pechiney 
S. A., one of the world's largest 
aluminium producers with one 
million tonnes output a year, 
announced Thursday a plan to 


cut output by 12 per cent as 
part of an international agree- 
ment to support weak alumi- 
nium prices. 

Mr. Kobens said Dubai was 
still hit by low aluminium 
prices at the end of 1993 de- 
spite low labour costs relative 
to Western producers and 
cheap indigenous fuel supplies 
to run the plant. 

Dubai sells aluminium at a 
premium plus the London 
Metals Exchange price, at 
SI. 316 per tonne on Thursday. 

Mr. Roberts said demand in 
the U AE was growing and may 
require an extra four to six 
tonnes per year in 1995. This 
would mean they might have to 
cut back on exports, he said. 

He said there was room for 


expanding capacity to 320,000 
tonnes in the long term but 
there were currently no firm 
plans. 

Dubai, owned by the gov- 
ernment of Dubai, one of 
seven emirates in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE). and 
Alba in the Gulf state of 
Bahrain are the only two alu- 
minium smelters in the Gulf. 

Mr. Roberts said Alba sup- 
plied Dubai with 2,000 tonnes 
of aluminium last year after an 
explosion at Dubai caused a 
loss in production. 

Mr. Roberts said the Dubai 
government was carrying out a 
pre-feasibility study for a plant 
to refine bauxite, which yields 
alumina, the prod u a used to 
make aluminium. 


Official corruption 
doubled, China says 

BEIJING (R) — China Saturday gave details on the explosive- 
growth o( government corruption during its two-year economic 
boom, saying tens of thousands uf officials nationwide are using 
political power for personal gain. 

A report by the Communist Party's Discipline Inspection 
Committee said close to trO.UOO official's were punished either by 
party or civilian authorities for corruption during the last quarter 
uf IW3. 

The overall caseload for corruption involving amounts of at 
least 111,0011 yuan ($1,150) during the period doubled that of the 
same period in 1992. according to the report published in official 
newspapers. 

More worrying, the biggest increase in corruption was seen in 
officials of relatively high rank. 

Cases ot economic crime among "leading cadres" at or above 
the country level increased 6.S times over the same 1992 period, 
while those among officials at or above the level of bureau 
director jumped 1 1 times, the report said. 

The Discipline Inspection Committee began a week-long 
meeting Friday vowing to step up its work to root out rotten 
officials, a tacit admission that previous anti-corruption drives had 
failed to resolve the problem. 

Corruption and the perception of dirty dealing by China's 
political elite is one of the main tears of Beijing's communist 
rulers and were one of the chief spurs to the tailed Tiananmen 
pro-democracy protests of 1989. 

The party's ethics watchdog group set out guidelines for dean 
government, banning officials from using their powers to obtain 
cheap cars or housing and instructing them to maintain a simple 
and frugal lifestyle. 

China's official media frequently publicises the cases of 
relatively junior officials charged with corruption, some of whom 
are sentenced to death. 

The anti-corruption sweep has so far lefr the top level of 
leadership unscathed. 


G-7 ministers see 
end of recession 


KKONBERG. Germany 
(AFP) — Finance ministers of 
the seven leading industrial 
states concluded Saturday that 
the recession was over with 
economic upturn in most of 
their countries, the senior Ita- 
lian participant in the talks 
said. 

In a review of the world 
economic situation, the Group 
of Seven (G-7) ministers saw 
’'grounds fur optimism." with 
perhaps only Germany still 
showing a recessionary tenden- 
cy and the U.S. economy as 
“locomotive." Treasury 
Secretary Piero Burucci said. 

Germany called the meeting 
of finance ministers primarily 
to review the free-market re- 
forms in Russia, in which it 
has a leading financial stake. 

But before examining the 
Russian delegation on Mos- 
cow's plans to rein in inflation 
and curb its budget deficit as 
the price for more aid. the 
seven took a general look at 
the world situation. 

The International Monetary 
Fund, represented in Kronbcrg 
by its Managing Director 
Michel Camdessus, was “scep- 
tical" about the German gov- 
ernment's growth target of 1- 
1 .5 per cent this year, a Ger- 
man finance ministry spokes- 


man confided. 

Mr. Barucci said the meeting 
also took note of the trade 
tension between the United 
States and Japan which domin- 
ated the stan of the day's talks 
in the cosseited small mountain 
town of Kionberg. near Frankfurt. 

The United States is pressing 
Japan to open up its markets 
and reduce its trade deficit, 
which has destabilised the yen- 
mark rate. 

Japan told the meeting it was 
trying to its cut ttade surplus. 
Mr. Barucci said. 

Russian Economics Minister 
Alexander Shokin said that 
“from a political and econo- 
mical point of view." Russia 
had "met not all but most" 
conditions to allow it to join 
the Group of Seven and make 
it the Group of Eight leading 
industrial nations. 

The seven are Britain. Cana- 
da. France. Germany. Italy. 
Japan and the United States. 

Mr. Shokin told journalists 
the Russian delegation was in 
Kronberg to explain the latest 
political and economic changes 
in Russia. 

A rise in power of conserva- 
tive and nationalist forces in 
December’s elections has seen 
reformers quit the government 
and a hiatus in reforms. 
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AFM trading slips, 
but trend steady 

By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Trading at the Amman Financial Market (AFM) 
slipped but remained steady on Saturday, one day after a 
massacre of over 60 Palestinians at a mosque in the Vfost Bank 
town of Hebron cast a shadow over prospects for peace in the 
region. 

Shares worth JD 2.3 million changed hands during the day., 
much lower than the daily average of JD 3.6 million registered 
during the week ending Thursday. 

"The decline is there of course, but it is not of a level that' 
should be seen as a sign of alarm," said a broker. “The trend in' 
the market is steady and there is no sign of panic withdrawals of 
capital." 

"Judging from the usual trends during (the holy month of)' 
Ramadan, the indicators are quite healthy." said the broker, 
noting that many investors opt to stay away from the marker 
during this period because of religious convictions that they 
should not indulge in ventures that deal with usury, which is 
banned in Islam. 

However, speculators are expected to converge on the market 
during the lost days of Ramadan for fresh acquisitions which; 
could be held over the long Eid Al Fitr weekend for profit-^ 
taking, the broker said. 

In the meantime, there could be repercussions in the market iC- 
“the violent wave in the occupied territories continues, but until* 
such time it is safe to expect a steady level of trading," said the 
broker, who spoke on condition of anonymity in line with- 
standing AFM regulations. ‘ 

The volume of trading in the market for the past week was 
JD 16.6 million. 47 per cent up from the JD 11.3 million- 
registered in the previous week. 

A total of 4.9 million shares changed hands during the week 
under 6,442 contracts, figures released by the AFM showed.. 

Industrial stock accounted for 43.4 per cent of the volume 
with a turnover of JD 7.2 million, followed by the banking- 
sector with 39.2 per cent (JD 6.5 million), the services sector 
with 15.6 per cent (JD 2.6 million) and the insurances sector 
with I.S per cent (JD 300.000). : 

Shares of SO companies were covered during the week's 
trading, with 40 of them gaining in value, 28 reflecting a decline 
and 12 remaining steady. 

The nature of trading and focus on investors showed a shift, 
from the previous week when the banking sector accounted for 
the lion’s share of stocks that changed hands. 

Brokers said meanwhile that foreign companies allowed to 
trade in Jordanian stocks were slowly "feeling their 1, wav; 
around.” 

Although the government approval, issued in February and 
January, covers 15 companies and up to S100 million in roreign- 
capital, only a few million have actually entered the ir _rl *t. the. 
brokers noted. 

In general, foreign investors were described as more thorough 
than local specubcois. 

“They will go through a dose scrutiny of companies, in terms 
of balance sheet, profitability, assets, management and per- 
formance over the years before committing funds." said the 
broker, adding that such an approach compares with local 
investors who often tend to react to short-term developments. 

However, the very fact that foreign investors are taking an 
active interest in entering the AFM evidences the vibrancy of 
the lodal bourse. 
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U.S., N. Korea reach agreement 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
North Korea has agreed to 
open some nuclear facilities to 
immediate international in- 
. specuons in exchange for U.S. 
moves to end the Communist 
.country's isolation once the ex- 
_ airliners begin work next week. 
,.p- In another example of brink- 
"manship that has characterised 
,.the year-long controversy, 
^Pyongyang's officials agreed 
-late Friday to issue visas im- 

- mediately to inspectors from 
Iftfie International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) so 

they could travel this weekend 
and begin work by March 1. 
i*."The United States and North 
T-Korea are expected to hold a 
^tfyird round of high-level talks 
_in Geneva on March 21 if the 
Inspections are completed. 

1 ' In addition, Washington is 
Respected to announce a sus- 
J pension of military exercises 
Jjwith South Korea for 1994. 
'The two Koreas are also to 
start their own dialogue. 

. k “We have reached an agree- 
ment that will enable the 
.‘IAEA inspections to begin in 
.Pyongyang on March 1. We 
‘welcome that agreement," 
Announced Thomas Hubbard, 
a. U.S. deputy assistant secret- 
~ary of state. 

'‘"This is only a first step 

- toward the resolution of the 
puclear issue but we are 

? pleased that these needed in- 
■ spections... will in fact begin,” 
;he added. 

After months of resistance. 
North Korea last week agreed 
-to allow inspections at seven 
sites but then did not issue 


IAEA inspectors 


get visas 


VIENNA (AFP) — Inspectors 
from the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) Satur- 
day received visas to visit 
North Korea to inspect seven 
nuclear sites, the agency said in 
a statement. 

A seven-member IAEA in- 
spector team would leave 
Vienna Sunday, and arrive in 
Pyongyang Tuesday, following 
North Korea's acceptance that 
inspections could go ahead 
from March 1. the statement 
added. 


But Mr. Ho stole his thunder 
and filled in the remaining 
details, which he said weTe 
four simultaneous steps to be 
taken on March 1: • 

— The United States 


tion, the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) said 
Saturday. 


visas to the IAEA examiners. 
The IAEA bad threatened to 
turn over the issue to the U.N. 
Security Council next week, 
which has the power to impose 
trade sanctions. 

But Pyongyang has not yet 
agreed to access for two sus- 
pect sites that experts say are 
crucial to full knowledge of 
North Korea's nuclear capabi- 
lities. 

Mr. Hubbard had conducted 
mid-level negotiations in a Un- 
ited Nations basement room 
throughout the week with Ho 
Jung, North Korea's deputy 
U.N. permanent representa- 
tive. 

He said that Washington 
would announce the remainder 
of the agreement on March 1 
— after the inspectors had 
arrived in Pyongyang and had 
begun their work. 


announces its intention to sus- 
pend its ‘Team Spirit” military 
exercises with South Korea in 
1994. 

— Inspections by the IAEA 
begin and will be completed 
within the period agreed on 
earlier by both sides. 

— Working level contacts 
resume between North and 
South Korea on the exchange 
of special envoys. No date was 
given. 

— The United States and 
North Korea announce that a 
third round of high-level talks 
will begin on March 21 in 
Geneva. 

North Korea, which denies 
U.S. suspicions it is trying to 
develop nuclear weapons, 
hopes a high-level dialogue 
with the United States — sus- 
pended since last summer — 
will lead to diplomatic and 
economic benefits. 

U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher earlier in the 
week said that North Korea 
understands that diplomatic 
talks with the United States 
will not begin until the inspec- 
tions have been completed. 
But he did not rule out setting 
a schedule for them in adv- 


“A1I they're waiting for is 
the stamps in their passports,” 
IAEA spokesman David Kyd 
told Reuters. 

Mr. Kyd said the IAEA in- 
spection team of six experts 
could leave agency headquar- 
ters in Vienna for North Korea 
Sunday, flying by way of Beij- 
ing, just as soon as North 
Korea’s representatives here 
gave a sign that visas were 
being readied. 


There was a posable connec- 
tion from Beijing to Pyon- 
gyang Monday or Tuesday, be 
said. 


Mr. Kyd said details of the 
newly agreed arrangements 
were still awaited in Vienna: 
“The North Korean repre- 
sentatives here have no in- 
structions so far. We are all 
waiting here for word,” he 
said. 


In a separate development, 
talks between South and North 
Korea are expected to reopen 
as early as the coming week 
under a package deal that 
binds Pyongyang to accept in- 
ternational nuclear inspec- 
tions, Seoul officials said 
Saturday. 


ance. 

Meanwhile, United Nations 
nndear experts were ready and 
waiting to fly to North Korea 
following its decision to open 
suspect nuclear sites to inspec- 


South Korea’s Foreign 
Ministry welcomed the North 
Korean agreement to accept 
inspections and expressed 
hopes that the decision would 
lead to a complete resolution 
of the yearlong nuclear dis- 
pute. 


Inkatha, government talks adjourn without progress 




JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — 
Talks aimed at persuading 
Zulu leaders to take part in 
all-race ballots adjourned here 
Saturday wish no sign of prog- 
ress, but were to continue la- 
ter, the South African Press 
Association (SAPA) reported. 

‘The talks were being held 
between Zulu Chief Man- 
gosuthu Butbelezi, Zulu King 
Goodwill Zwelitbim and the 
South African government to 
discuss the two leaders' 
threatened boycott of the April 
elections.. 

Amos Ngema, a spokesman 
for Mr. Buthelezi's Inkatha 
Freedom Party (IFP). said the 
talks had ended at midday and 
would continue Saturday night 
without die two leaders and 
the government team's chief 
representative. Home Affairs 
Minister Danie Schulte. 


There was no comment on 
how the talks, to fry and per- 
suade Mr. Buthelezi and King 
Goodwill to contest the coun- 
try's first all-race election on 
April 24-28. were proceeding. 

King Goodwill who has 
come to the brink of announc- 
ing the secession of Kwazulu 
black homeland and surround- 
ing Natal province, said at the 
start of the meeting that the 
South African government's 
offers on the future of the Zulu 
kingdom were “fatally 
flawed.” 

The government made the 
offers Thursday night after a 
meeting in Cape town with a 
team representing the king to 
discuss his demands for 


for Saturday's resumption of 
talks. 

Talks between the govern- 
ment, African National Con- 
gress (ANC) and the conserva- 
tive Freedom Alliance, which 
includes the IFP. broke down 
earlier this month. 


cannot be met by any amount 
of amendments to that con- 


Government spokesman 
Nid Du Bois said if an agree- 
ment was reached with the 
king and the IFP, the new 
proposal would have to be 
approved by the multi-party 
negotiating council before 
being submitted to parliament 
for inclusion in the interim 
constitution to come into effect 
after the election. 


sovereignty. 

Details were not released, 
but Mr. Buthelezi said the 
proposal represented a “basis” 


But King Goodwill said be- 
fore Saturday's meeting that 
the proposal was “fun- 
damentally flawed because by 
its very nature, my demand 


stiturion.” 

"That constitution is com- 
pletely irrelevant to the ques- 
tion of the recognition of the 
right to sovereignly of the 
Kingdom of Kwazulu.” he 
said. 

In further efforts to kick- 
start stalled negotiations, ANC 
President Nelson Mandela 
managed to persuade Mr. 
Buthelezi, his bitter political 
rival, to meet him next Tues- 
day. 

That meeting will take place 
as the parliament sits in Cape 
Town to legislate 1 laSt dilute 
changes to thecOitstitution that 
were offered by the ANC and 
the government to Mr, 
Buthelezi and his black and 
white conservative allies in the 
Alliance. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Zhirinovsky has not lost his seat — aide 


Li Peng: No wavering on Hong Kong 


MOSCOW (R) — An aide to Russian ultra-nationalist leader 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky said Saturday his seat in parliament was 
not in danger despite a court ruling that his election last 
. December was invalid. A Russian district court ruled Friday 
that election procedure had been violated in the constituency 
from which Mr. Zhirinovsky was elected to parliament and 
said the Dec. 12 poll was invalid. But officials at Mr. 

. Zhirinovsky's far-right Liberal Democratic Party headquarters 
obegged to differ. “His mandate is not threatened in any way.” 
.a spokesman told Reuters. “1 won't go into details, but in 
.^practice the decision is of no importance. Forget the court 
ruling.” The move by the Shchelkovo District Court, reported 
^by Interfax News Agency, can be appealed against within 10 
days. The ruling came after one of the five losing contenders 
: fbr the constituency. Professor Oleg Novikov, filed a formal 
complaint that election regulations had been violated. He 
alleged that candidates had not enjoyed equal access to 
television, as provided by the rules, and that the ballot paper 
contained the name of a contender who had pulled out of the 
.election race. 


BEUING (R) — Premier Li Peng vowed that China would 
stick to its guns in its row with Britain over the political future 
of Hong Kong and warned London not to underestimate 
Chinese resolve. “Under no circumstances will the Chinese 
government waver in its determination to recover China's 
sovereignty over Hong Kong.” Mr. Li was quoted as saying by 
the official Xinhua News Agency Saturday. “China is not what 
it was 150 years ago. It now enjoys political stability and an 
ever-growing economy. We are full of confidence in the future 
of our motherland.” Mr. Li said. “I am sure that Hong Kong 
will achieve smooth transition and long-term prosperity and 
stability.” Mr. Li said. China Thursday flatly declared that the 
door was completely closed to any further negotiations with 
London over Governor Chris Patten’s plan for political 
reforms in Hong Kong before it reverts to Chinese control in 
1997. Zhang Junsheng, vice director of China's Xinhua News 
Agency in Hong Kong, was quoted Saturday lashing out at 
Britain for releasing contents of Sino-British talks on Hong 
Kong and warning China would retaliate. Britain released its 
version of the 17 rounds of fruitless talks with China Thursday. 


*Sinn Fein starts key annual meeting 


Fiji’s Rabuka claims poll victory 


TALLAGHT. Ireland (R) — A top official of Sinn Fein, 
political wing of the IRA, accused Britain Saturday of double 
'standards in its quest for peace in Northern Ireland. National 
Chairman Tom Hartley asked why British Prime Minister 
John Major stubbornly refused to discuss an Anglo-Irish peace 
plan with Sinn Fein despite having had secret contacts with the 
’^arty over three years. In a keynote address to Sinn Fein's 
-two^day annual conference Mr. Hartley called on the British 
government to drop its objections to direct talks with the party 
( to clarify the Dec. 15 plan. He said Mr. Major failed to clarify 
' key issues in a Friday article in a Belfast-based newspaper in 
which the British premier urged Sinn Fein to endorse the 
^Anglo-Irish joint declaration to end 25 years of Northern 
..Ireland conflict. “He claims the declaration is clear. I am 
k saying it is not. He says there are no problems with the text. I 
‘am saying and so are many other people that there is a 
problem with the text, hence the need for clarification.” Mr. 
iHartley said. 


U.S. launches largest MIA search 


HANOI (AFP) — U.S. military teams flew into Vietnam 
Saturday for the largest search yet for the remains of service 
personnel still classified as Missing In Action (MIA) from the 
Vietnam War. Eight teams of experts will be excavating crash 
“sites or places where U.S. personnel are believed to have been 
-buried in the northernmost provinces and in the south of the 
.country. The search, the 28th joint mission by the United 
States and Vietnam, is the first since the lifting of the U.S. 
trade embargo by President Bill Clinton on Feb. 4. Lieutenant 
Colonel John Cray, the head of the U.S. effort here, tried to 
dispel fears among some U.S. veterans' groups that Hanoi 
might ease up on its assistance in the MIA search after the 
lifting of the trade embargo. He said Vietnamese authorities 
•had "never gone into such detail before" in their preparation 
for the latest mission. “Their office worked through weekends 
to prepare for the 28th joint mission." Col. Cray said, adding 
that Vietnamese officials had agreed to ail the U.S. requests 
ahead of the searches- “For our counterparts on the Viet- 
namese side, the lifting of the embargo has encouraged them 
as rhey have seen their efforts recognised." he said. 


SUVA. Fiji (R) — Fijian Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka 
claimed victoiy Saturday in Fiji's general election and said his 
new government may include Indian politicians ousted by him 
in a military coup in 1987. "Any victory is good," Mr. Rabuka 
said at a victory press conference in a large open shed behind 
his home in the capital Suva where he had gathered party 
faithful to drink Fiji's traditional intoxicant kava from coconut 
shells. Rabuka said his ruling Soqosoqo Ni Vakevulewa Ni 
Taukei (SVT), or Fijian Political Party, won 31 seats and with 
the support of the mixed-race General Voters Party (GVP) 
and two independents would again form a government almost 
identical to his previous one. The SVT held 30 seats in the old 
parliament. “It's just satisfying to know that the people still 
have confidence in the party," Mr. Rabuka said. “I am very 
happy.” Mr. Rabuka said he expected President Ratu Sir 
Kamisese Mara to appoint him prime minister in the next two 
days. Under Fiji's 1990 racially-biased constitution indigenous 
Fijians are guaranteed a majority of 37 seats in the one house 
70-seat parliament, but the president must appoint an indige- 
nous Fijian prime minister with the majority support of 
parliament. Mr. Rabuka said the snap election, called after 
SVT rebels blocked his 1994 budget, had interrupted his 
efforts to create national unity with the country's ethnic 
Indians. 


S. African mine disaster toll falls to 12 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Rescue workers reduced the 
number of casualties from a mudslide after a gold mine dam 
burst, saying Saturday that 13 people had been killed and 34 
were still missing. Police spokeswoman Marie Louw said the 
previous death toll of 13 was wrong because one body had 
been counted twice. The number of missing had shrunk by one 
after seven more people had reported in. She said rescue 
workers digging throughout the waste which engulfed hun- 
dreds of homes in the Orange Free State town of Virginia 
hoped more of those listed missing had sought refuge with 
relatives and friends and would eventually come forward. A 
two-metre (six-foot) high wave of waste, laced with cyanide 
used to extract gold from ore, roared through the area below 
the 20-year-old dam which gave way during a rainstorm 
Tuesday. 



Bosnian women query the price of items in 
Sarajevo’s Mark ale Market which is again in 


operation 15 days after the mortar attack which 
caused many casualties (AFP photo) 


Fragile truce holds between Bosnian 
Muslims, Croats ahead of U.S. talks 


V1TEZ. Bosnia (R) — A fra- 
gile ceasefire between Muslim 
and Croat rivals in central Bos- 
nia entered its second day 
Saturday as their leaders 
gathered in Washington for 
talks on a possible confedera- 
tion. 

Shooting from both sides 
went on after the Friday dead- 
line for the truce, although 
U.N. officials said Saturday 
the ceasefire generally seemed 
to be holding. 

The U.N. commander in 
Bosnia said the truce, and the 
whole progress towards peace 
in the country, could be crip- 
pled if the West failed to send 
extra troops to back it up. 

The general told Reuters he 
needed another 3.000 to 5.000 
troops as quickly as possible, 
warning that the fragile cease- 
fire in central Bosnia could 
collapse without them. 

“I am a realist and all I can 
do is the best I can with what I 
have got but we are living on 
borrowed time." Lieutenant- 
General Sir Michael Rose said. 

The ceasefire agreed 
Wednesday is an attempt by 
the U.N. to build on a success- 
ful truce in the Bosnian capital 
Sarajevo. 

But the central Bosnian plan 
is much broader, calling for the 
massive interposition of U.N. 
troops between opposing 


forces along a 350 kilometre 
long confrontation line. 

Western defence analysts 
say countries fear being sucked 
into an intractable Balkan con- 
flict with no escape route if 
they commit troops to the re- 
gion as peacekeepers. 

The United States has said it 
would only send troops once 
an overall peace settlement 
had been signed. Those coun- 
tries with troops already in 
Bosnia have become wary of 
providing more. 

Under the ceasefire, the two 
sides are supposed to withdraw 
their heavy weapons from the 
front lines or turn them over to 
UNPROFOR by March 7. 

“The ceasefire seems to be 
holding. The few violations so 
far can be excused by bad 
communication.” Brigadier 
John Reith, a senior British 
commander in Bosnia, said 
Saturday. 

In Vitez, the central town of 
the contested Lasva Valley 
where the Muslims have 65,000 
Croats surrounded, the U.N. 
reported 24 violations — most- 
ly small arms fire — in the two 
hours after the Friday noon 
(1100 GMT) deadline. 

The most serious violation 
occurred two hours after the 
truce went into effect when a 
nordic U.N: convoy came 
under fire, apparently from the 


Croat-held cemetery in Gomji 
Vakuf. U.N. sources said. 


The truce, which was agreed 
Wednesday, is intended to 
pave the way for the possible 
formation a unified bi-national 
Bosnian state to end the 
ruinous Muslim-Croat war 
over territory in industrially- 
developed central Bosnia. 

Muslim and Croats, allies 
against Serbs when Bosnia's 
civil war began almost two 
years ago, have been fighting 
each other for territory in the 
region since last spring. 

The United States is pressing 
them to heal their rift and has 
called both sides to talks in 
Washington at the weekend to 
discuss uniting and forming a 
confederation with the neigh- 
bouring Republic of Croatia. 

The plan would effectively 
bring about Bosnia's carve up 
between Croatia and Serbia 
which diplomats have always 
suspected was their goal since 
the conflict began. 

But it would potentially 
offer Muslims a better future 
than the tiny ethnic mini-state 
offered to them under a U.N.- 
sponsored plan to divide Bos- 
nia in three mini-states. 

Sarajevo continued to be 
calm after the NATO air 
strikes threat forced the Serbs 
to withdraw their siege guns. . 


French MP shot in ‘contract killing 9 


TOULON. France (R) — 
Hired killers most likely shot 
dead a woman parliamentarian 
who spearheaded a campaign 
against mafia drug traffickers 
in southern France, investiga- 
tors said Saturday. 

Yann Piat, of the centrist 
UDF party, junior partner in 
the 11 month-old ruling coali- 
tion, was murdered Friday 
evening on her way home in 
the town of Hyeres. east of 
Toulon. 

A gunman riding pillion on a 
motorcycle drew level with her 
car and first shot her driver, wound- 
ing him in the leg, and then 
fired two bullets at Ms. Piat, 
who died instantly, police said. 

Investigators said the mur- 
der of the 44-year-old Piat. 
who in recent months had 
taken an outspoken stand 
against drug addiction and traf- 
fickers in her region, was the 
work of paid professionals. 

“The circumstances of the 
murder make us think very 
strongly of a contract killing," 


Andre Ride, public prosecutor 
in Toulon, told reporters. 

Police have reported mafia- 
style gangs are active in the 
area, trafficking in drugs as 
well as laundering their money 
through local casinos and 
nightclubs. 

Piat, a mother of two, had 
planned to stand for mayor of 
Hyeres, on a platform includ- 
ing anti-drug measures. 

She first entered parliament 
in March 1986 as a member of 
the extreme-right National 
Front but later fell out with the 
party and was expelled in 
October 1988. She was a god- 
daughter of its leader Jean- 
Marie Le Pen. 

She heavily criticised Mr. Le 
Pen after he made a play on 
words over the deaths of Jews 
in concentration camps during 
World War II. 

A relative of Ms. Piat, who 
would not be named, said she 
had “very tense relations” with 
local supporters of the Nation- 
al Front. But he refused to link 


her murder to her stand against 
the party. 

“I feel concerned on a per- 
sonal level even though we 
have been in political disagree- 
ment for several years,” Mr. 
Le Pen said Saturday. 


“I had not seen her since she 
left our movement, but our 
persona] links make me feel 
her brutal and scandalous dis- 
appearance as a personal emo- 
tion,” he added. 

French newspapers reported 
Ms. Piat had received anony- 
mous threats during her last 
electoral campaign in March. 

“She recently told me that 
her region had become a 
dangerous area for those who 
fought against the mafia," tele- 
vision interviewer Henri De 
Virieux, who hosts a weekly 
programme on politics, told 
Europe I Radio. 


“When we were preparing to 
receive her on the programme, 
she said: ‘If you come to 
Toulon, be careful',” he said. 


Campaign for Italian elections kicks off 


ROME (AFP) — Campaign- 
ing has begun for Italy's gener- 
al elections next month aimed 
at overhauling the political 
landscape, with voters facing a. 
new form of voting likely to 
usher in a fractious parliament. 

The campaign, which offi- 
cially opened Friday, comes' 
after a month of fierce bargain- 
ing which produced three 
widely divergent groups — the 
Progressive Alliance, the right- 
wing coalition, and the centrist 
Christian-Democratic 
Alliance. 


President Oscar Luigi Scal- 
faro called the elections, saying 
the outgoing parliament had 
been discredited by corruption 
probes which tarnished, almost 
one-third of the 956 deputies. 

He considered Italians made 
a dear call for renewal of their 
country's system and politi- 
dans, in a referendum on poli- 
tical reform last April. 

After the referendum, out- 
going deputies adopted a new 
electoral system which will end 
the political careers of most of 
them. Some deputies, fadng 
corruption charges, may end 
up in prison. 


Under new legislation, three 
quarters of Italy’s deputies and 
senators will be elected in a 
single round of simple majority 
voting while the remaining 
quarter will be elected by the 
proportional system. 

Complicated new rules 


however meant that many of 
the 5,000 candidates — most of 
them political neophytes — 
had trouble coping with red 
tape. As a result, many lists 
contained candidates who had 
been turned down because of 
registration irregularities, par- 
ticularly members of pact for 
Italy, which heads the centrist 
alliance with a strong Christian 
Democrat flavour. 

About 20 parties have reg- 
istered for the March 27 and 28 
elections, while latest public 
opinion polls show some 60 per 
cent of the voters remain unde- 
cided. 

The days leading up the 
campaign saw dramatic de- 
velopments which upset the 
balance of political power thus 
for and threw into doubt ex- 
pectations that the Progressive 
Alliance, which won partial 
local elections in December, 
would capture the March vote. 

Press baron Silvio Berlusco- 
ni, who owns the leading Euro- 
pean private television group, 
jumped into the fray, forming 
the anti-Communist rightwing 
movement Forza Italy (Go 
Italy). 

Mr. Berlusconi had chal- 
lenged the right-wing to unite 
to prevent a “Communist” 
government from taking pow- 
er. When the challenge was not 
taken up, he created Forza 
Italia (Go Italy), a party based 
on liberal right-wing principles 
reminiscent of former U.S. 


President Ronald Reagan. 

Forza Italia snowballed as 
support clubs were formed 
across the country and slick 
television commercials por- 
trayed the dream of an idyllic 
Italy, victorious and confident. 

Mr. Berlusconi went on to 
conclude a political alliance 
with the Northern League, a 
federalist movement influen- 
tial in the north of the country , 
and an electoral agreement 
calling for his movement to 
field joint candidates with the 
neo-fascist National Alliance 
which was rising steadily in the 
south on the ruins of the 
Christian-Democrats. 


As for the centrists, Mario 
Segni, creator of the 1991-1993 
campaign for electoral reform 
and head of Pact For Italy, 
teamed up with former Christ- 
ian-Democrats with the re- 
named Italian Popular Party 
(PPI) which, however, has 
ruled out fielding any candi- 
dates tarnished by having be- 
longed to the old regime. 


On the left, the Progressive 
Alliance groups seven move- 
ments around the former Com- 
munist Party, now reformed 
and renamed Democratic Par- 
ty of the Left. While popular 
despite corruption probes in- 
volving several of its leaders, 
the alliance has faced criticism 
because it includes Marxists 
who still favour a state-reg- 
ulated economy. 


Vatican: Three 
Anglican bishops 
ask to convert 


VATICAN CITY (R) — The 
Vatican has so for received 
requests from three Anglican 
bishops and 150 to 200 priests 
who want to convert because 
of a Church of England ded- 
sion to ordain women, a senior 
cardinal said Friday. “Up until 
now we have news of 150-200 
priests and three bishops. a 
number much smaller than tfat 
which has been reported in the 
English press,” Cardinal Ed. 
ward Cassidy told tins Rome 
newspaper E Tempo in an in- 
terview to be published Satur- 
day. Card. Cassidy, head'of 
the Vatican’s department jn 
charge of Christian unity, said 
that if the higher numbers were 
accurate Rome would accept 
the priests and bishops cordial- 
ly. On Wednesday, one group 
of Anglican protestors, For- 
ward In Faith, said that mare 
than 700 clergymen and seven 
bishops had decided to convert 
to Catholicism because of the 
decision to ordain women 
priests. Anglican primate 
George Carey, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, said he was 
saddened by the exodus of 
priests. “Everyone has to fol- 
low his own spiritual path and 
this sometimes means going 
from one communion to 
another,” he told the Italian 
Catholic magazine D Regno. 
The Anglican Church; which 
has 10,500 ordained clergy, re- 
moved the final barrier to the 
ordination pf women Tuesday, 
clearing the way for the first 
women to enter the priesthood 
in March. 


Arson becomes 
top cause of 
fires in Japan 


TOKYO (R) — Arson became 
the top cause of fires in Japan 
last year for the first time since 
records began in 1971, an offi- 
cial report was quoted as 
saying Saturday. Newspaper 
quoted the Fire Defence Agen- 
cy as saying 6,509 fires were 
confirmed as Arson m 1993, up 
13.7 per cent from a year ear- 
lier, becoming the top cause of 
fires for the first time since the 
agency began recording causes 
in 1971. Arson accounted for 
>35 per cent of all fires in Tokyo 
and ..12 other big rities last 
yssrir.-the agency was quoted as 
saying. The report said the 
second-largest cause of fires 
was cigarettes at 6,151, and the 
third was cooking stoves, at 
5,731. A total of 1,838 people 
were killed by fires in 1993, 
down 44 from a year earlier. 


Disney dumps 
Jackson film 


ORLANDO, Florida (AFP) 
— Disney’s Epcot Centre is 
dumping Michael Jackson’s 
Captain Eo film, but said the 
decision had nothing to do with 
allegations he sexually 
molested a teenager. “We 
have to keep offering some- 
thing new,” said David Herbst, 
a Disney spokesman. *‘We may 
have gotten some complaints. 
But that's not why we're re- 
placing the film.” The pop star 
settled a civil lawsuit for sexual 
molestation for S15 million, a 
U.S. news agency repented. 
The 3-d Jackson extravaganza 
will be replaced by “honey, I 
shrunk the audience.” 


Bee Gees cancel 
French concerts 


PARIS (AFP) — The British 
rock group Bee Gees has can- 
celled three concerts they were 
to gjve in France in April 
because lead singer Barry Gibb 
is tick, their record company 
said. Barry, Robin and 
Maurice Gibb, who until re- 
cently were tops on French pop 
charts with their hit song 
Paying The Prince Of Love, 
were to perform in the 
Mediterranean port of Toulon 
on April 9, in Paris on April 11 
and in southwestern Toulouse 
six days later. 


Airlines to offer 
inflight massages. 


TOKYO (AFP) — Starting 
April 1, those who sit in Japan 
Airlines Co. Ltd.’s first-class 
seats on some flights may be 
pressed, pounded and rubbed 
— from their necks down to 
their lower backs. The airlines’ 
new “sky massage” charrs.ihe 
first ever inflight automatic 
massage seats, will employ 
three massage styles — press- 
ing, pounding and rolling from 
the neck to the lower back; the 
carrier said. Users will be able 
to programme their own custo- 
mised massages, Japan "Air- 
lines said. The seats will be 
installed in the first class cabins 
of four 747-400 aircraft flying 
from Tokyo to New York and 
London, the company said, 
adding that it was planning' to 
introduce the seats on‘ other 
routes. 
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Sports 

Jordan soccer league championship full of 
surprises in its 15th week 


JORDAN TIMES. SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1994 I? 


By Ateen Baxtnayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Although two 
scheduled matches were post- 
poned because of prevailing 
weather conditions, the 15th 
week of soccer’s first division 
championship seemed to be 
full of surprises. 

The week’s most stunning 
result was lowly Al Baqaa’s 4-2 
win over 4th placed Al 
Ramtha. Al Oadissieh also sur- 
prised and delighted their fans 
when they upset 3rd placed A! 
Hussein 3-1. 

League leaders Al Faisali 
remained in first place and will 
meet Al Ahli Monday in one of 
the postponed matches, hoping 
to continue their remarkable 
unbeaten streak and widen 
their lead to 13 points. 

Al Wihdat could consider- 
ably advance their standing 
when they play Sahab in the 
second postponed match Sun- 
day. 

AJ Qadissieh’s victory over 
Al Hussein went to prove that 
Al Oadissieh were making an 
unmistakable convincing com- 
eback in the second leg of the 
tournament. They have so far 
defeated Al Yarmouk 6-2, Al 
Ahli 3-1 and drew with Sahab 
l-l - Their victories were much 
aided by the brilliance of key 
striker Mustafa Adam who has 
(he league's besr scoring record 
with 12 goals so far. 

Ismail Awadat opened scor- 
ing for Al Qadissieh in the 15th 


minute, and Dayan Saleh stun- 
ned Al Hussein with goal only 
two minutes later. 

A! Hussein repeatedly tried 
lo score and succcedrd’in the 
56th minute. They later lost an 
opportunity to equalise when 
they missed scoring from a 
penalty shot in 65th minute. 

Though Al Oadissieh’s 
Adam did not score, he 
assisted teammate Munir Han- 
tash in sealing their team's 3- 1 
precious victory. 

Newcomers A! Fuheis were 
another surprise team when 
they scored an important 2-1 
win over Al Jazireh to move 
from last to 10th place in the 12 
team standings. 

Al Jazireh lost some easy 
scoring chances at the begin- 
ning. but Al Fuheis were the 
first to score by Khader 
Mubarak in the 26*th minute. 

Al Jazireh tried hard to 
equalise and a goal was ruled 
offside by the linesman, but 
Arnjad Diyabat netted in the 
equaliser in the 75ih minute. 

However. Al Fuheis man- 
aged to score their second goal 
from a header by Wa'ed 
Suweis in 82nd minute. 

In another match, Al Arabi 
moved up one place to 7th 
after their 1-0 win over A l 
Yarmouk who thus dropped to 
last place and are in the danger 
zone, as the last four teams will 
be relegated. 

Both teams lost some good 
scoring chances that might 
have given the match a diffe- 


rent flavour. 

Al Yarnuiuk missed the 
efforts ot Kh tiled Yousef when 
he got a red e«ird honking in 
the second half. 

Al Arabi scaled the match 
when Ahmad Subh scored 
from a penalty kick in the With 
minute. 

. ' er the weeks* most stun- 
ning result remains Al tiaqau's 
4-2 win over Al Ramthu. 

Al Baqaa ‘s K haled Faleh 
opened scoring in the ll)th 
minute, but Salim Diyuhnt 
soon equalised ten minutes la- 
ter. 

Faleh was instrumental in 
assisting teammate Riyad 
Diqcs in scoring Al Baqaa's 
second goal in the 2t»th minute, 
ending the first half 2-1 for Al 


Baqaa. 

A header from Khaled Aq- 
qouri in the 69th minute gave 
Al Ramtha a 20 draw, hut that 
seemed to give the Baqaa an 
incentive to strengthen their 
offence hoping to score 
again. 

’I*he two strikes, Faleh and 
Diqcs scored not one. bur two 
goals in the SUth and 90th 
minutes giving their fans much 
to he happy about in Al Ba- 
qaa’s first ever in over Al 
Ramtha in league history. 

In the upcoming week. Al 
Ramtha meet Al Yarmouk. Al 
Faisali clash with Al Hussein. 
Al Arabi meet Sahab, Al Ahli 
play Al Jazireh. Al Fuheis 
meet Al Baqaa. and Al Oadis- 
sieh clash with Al Wihdat. 
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Vreni gets first Alpine Gold for Swiss,? 
Germany takes biathlon gold medal ' 


LILLEHAMMER. Norway 
fAP) — Vreni Schneider re- 
captured some of the glory of 
Calgary in the last women's 
Alpine race of the Lilleham- 
mer Games Saturday. After a 
six-year gold medal drought in 
their national sport, the tril- 
lingual Swiss could say: “End- 
lieh” "enfin” "finalmente." 

"Finally.” in German. 
French and Italian. 

By winning the special sla- 
lom. Schneider gave Switzer- 
land its first Alpine gold medal 
since the 1988 Calgary Games 
and earned her fifth career 
Olympic medal. She also be- 
came the first woman in Olym- 
pic history to win three Olym- 
pic Alpine gold medals. 

Germany 'shot perfectly on 
the rifle range and never lost 
its early cross-country lead to 
defend its Olympic title in the 
men’s 30-kilometre biathlon 
relay, Russia won silver and 


Norway's strong Alpine 
team, which swept the men's 
combined Friday. :s favourites 
tn the wr^pup men's slalom on 
closing day. 

The Russian ice hockey- 
team, successor to a dynasty 
that had won eight of the last 
lli Olympic golds, was playing 
for juist a bronze medal Satur- 
day nipht, alter losing 4-3 in its 
semitinal Friday against 
Sweden. The Swedes will play 
Sunday for the gold against 
Canada, a 5-3 winner over 
previously unbeaten and un- 
ited Finland. 

Also on Saturday program- 
me were three short-track 
speedskating races — the 
men's 500 metres and 5.000- 
metre relav and the women's 
1,000. 

On the ski slopes north of 
Liilehammer, Schneider — 
fifth after the first slalom run 
— had to go all out on her 
second run to beat archrival 
Permlla Wiberg of Sweden. 
EJfrieJe Eder of Austria and 
18-year-old first-round leader 
Katja Karen of Slovenia 

Schneider slashed her way 
through the 68 gates of the 
second run in 56.33 seconds, 
the fastest time of the day. 
That gave her a two-run total 
of 1 minute, So.Ul seconds. .34 
faster than Eder's 1:56.55 run 
for silver. 


Kocn won bronze, giving 
Slovenia its second Olympic 
medal since declaring inde- 
pendence from Yugoslavia in 
1991. Alcnka Dovzan won the 
country’s fist medal, another 
bronze, in the women's Alpine 
combined Monday. 

Wjberg. who also was seek- 
ing a third career gold, was 
faster than Schneider on the 
top of the course, but then lost 
her edge, finishing fourth. 

The 29-year-old Schneider 
already had won a silver and 
bronze earlier in these games. 
At Calgary in 1988. she won 
two golds. But at the Albertvil- 
le Games two ago. she fell in 
the giant slalom and finished 
out of medal contention in the 
slalom. 

For Schneider. Saturday's 
race recalled the Feb. 5 pre- 
OJvmpic slalom of the World 
Cup season at Sierra Nevada. 
Spain, where she also game 
from behind to win. 

“I thought of that and real- 
ised I could do the same thing 
here, so 1 attacked.'* Schneider 
said. 

On the Birkebeineren biath- 
lon course, the German quar- 
ter of Ricco Gross, Frank 
Luck. Mark Kirchner and Sven 
Fischer clocked I hour, 30 mi- 
nutes. 22.1 seconds over 30 
kilometres. They edged the 
Russians bv 61.5 seconds. 


France was third. 2:09.2 rni- 
nutes behind. 

Three of the Germans ~— 
Gross. Kirchner and Fischer — 
raced on the team that won the 
gold at 1992 Alberti ville. 

"The Margin was safe,” said 
Kirchner. who won two gold 
and one silver in the 1992 
games. "It makes you calm', at 
the range. I was calm, I could 
shoot calmly and I could ski 
calmly.'' ’ " J 

German’s Harald Czudaj, 
sixth at Albert ville. positioned 
himself for a medal in Sunday's 
four-man bobsled final. He 
had Saturday’s fastest run. zip- 
ping down the 16-tum Hunder- 
fossen course in 51.67 seconds 
in the first heat. His second run 
of 51.8$ gave him an aggregate 
lime of 1:43.55. 12-hundredihs 
of a second faster than Switzer- 
land Gustav Weder. 

"Both runs were not bad. 
although I'm happier with iqy 
performance in the first run." 
Said Czudaj. who has admitted 
spying on his teammates for 
the stasi secret police when 'he 
raced for east Germany. "We 
just have to persevere, stay 
loose." 

Weder. dubbed "Professor 
Bobsled" back home, re- 
mained the gold-medal 
favourite, though. Weder. 35. 
was superior in practice almost 
everv dav. 


'These teams have postponed matches 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Bad weather hits British soccer programme 

LONDON (AFP) — Heavy rain and snow hit Saturday's 
British soccer programme, adding a host of postponements’^ 
the two games called off Friday. A waterlogged St. James' 
Park pitch saw the Newcastle-Ipswich match become the 
second English premiership game to fall victim to the weather, 
following the Sheffield United-Queens Park Rangers fixture, 
postponed Friday. Torrential rain also forced the postpone- 
ment of three matches in each of the three other English 
divisions. Scotland was worse affected. Heavy snow left only 
two games in the premier division. 

Chinese apologise for ceremony storm 

LILLEHAMMER (AFP) — Zhang Yanmei, the Chinese 
short-track speed skater, is to apologise for storming away 
from the medals ceremony after the controversial 500m final. 
TThe -athlete and the ' Chinese Olympic Committee are 
.apologising and we’re happy with that.*' IOC press chief 
Andrew Napier said. Yanmei. who finished second, had 
claimed Cathy Turner obstructed her when the American 
swept past her on the final end to snatch the goid. 

Samaranch popularity soars 

LILLEHAMMER (AFP) — IOC President Juan Antonio 
Samaranch is three times as popular in Norway as he was at 
the beginning of the games — but he still wouldn’t be advised 
to run for public office here. Despite his high-profile flight to 
Sarajevo and a personal invitation for King Harald to present 
the medals in Sunday's 500m cross country. Samaranch is held 
in esteem by only 22 per cent of Norwegians, according to a 
poll carried out as the games come to a close. That, however, 
is a massive improvement on the six per cem who said they had 
a high opinion of him at the start of the games. 

Nosy neighbours stop gambling 

LILLEHAMMER (AFP) — An illegal casino set up in a 
rented house in Liilehammer for the Olympics has been closed 
down by police after a tip-off from neighbours. Ten people 
were arrested and a loaded pistol. 65.000 kroner in various 
currencies, a roulette table, chips and playing cards were 
confiscated. "Liilehammer is really just a village and nothing 
much goes on without somebody telling us about it." a police 
spokesman said. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTH OMAR SHARIF 
ATANHAH HIRSCH 

C Don *•*#» SnwemL 

BRIDGE IN 
East-West vulnerable. North 


NORTH 
*K J7S 
OAK 
0 A K 3 
*Q 8 6 4 

WE8T EAST 

4QI0 5 *0642 

?5 7Q8642 

OQJ062 0 10 8 

4KJ10 6 *83 

SOUTH 

* A8 

? J 10 9 7 3 
0 7 5 4 

* A 72 
The bidding: 

North East South West 

2 NT Pam 3 0 Dbl 

Rdbl . Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Queen of 0 

In the real world of bridge, this 
hand would have been played in an 
uneventful three no trump, praba- 
4y scoring an overtrick or two. In 
the high-speed lane of duplicate, 
however, the bonus for ma king a 
doubled contract can turn an aver- 
age scon into a complete top. and 
toil, m turn, can transform the 
mundane into the spectacular. 
Here's an azamnta. 


THE PAST LANE 

South's three dia mon ds waa a 
transfer to hearts. West’s double 
showed diamonds and North’s re- 
double promised two stoppers in the 

suit. With three trumps and two 
ace*. South decided to stick it out. 

West found the beet lead of the 
queen of diamonds. Declarer took 
the long and tried to cash the ace 
and king of hearts, but West ruffed 
the second round and reverted to 
the jack of diamonds to dummjrs 
ace. South crossed to the ace of 
spades and look a winning finesse m 
the suit. After cashing the king, de- 
clarer ruffed the fourth spade. West 
overruffed, drew the last trump and. 
down to nothing but dubs, exited 
with a tow club. Dummy a queen 
won, declarer relumed to hand mUi 
ihe ace and ted the jack of hearts. 
East won. but had to declar- 

er with a heart as the fulfill mg trick. 

Our eagle-eyed readers have no 
doubt spotted that West can execute 
a Merrimac Coup to sink the con- 
tract. After drawing the last uump. 
West must exit with the king of 
clubs. No matter how declarer wng- 
des, the defenders can come to *wo 
of the last four tricks for a one-trick 
aet Try it- 


Hawks beat Bucks to 
stay atop standings 


ATLANTA <R) - Mookic 
Blaylock soured 24 points and 
dished off IP assists to help the 
Atlanta Hawks stay tied for the 
best record in the Eastern Con- 
ference with a II I-IIX) victory 
over the Milwaukee Bucks Fri- 
day. 

Kevin Willis added 21 poinis 
for the Hawks, including 17 in 
the founh quarter, when the 
Hawks took command. Willis 
also finished with a game-high 
13 rebounds 

Ken Norman and Erie Mur- 
dock scored 22 points apiece to 
lead the Bucks. The victory 
enabled the Hawks lo stay tied 
w-ith the Chicago Bulls, who 
heat Washington Friday. 

At Utah. Jay Humphries 
scored 23 points and David 
Benoit added a season-high 18 
points and 14 rebounds to pow- 
er the Utah Jazz to their fourth 
straight win. a It 17-87 victory 
over the Phoenix Suns. 

Charles Barkley scored 21 
points to pace the Suns, who 
lost for only the second time in 
a six games since the All-Star 
break. 

<n Denser. Mahmoud 
Abdul Rauf scored 28 points to 
lead the Denver Nuggets to a 
102-94 victory over the strug- 
gling New York Knieks. 

Laphonso Ellis added 19 for 
Denver, which won lor the 
fifth time in its last six cames. 


Patrick Ewing paced New 
York with 35 points hut could 
not prevent rhe Knieks from 
iheir third consecutive loss. 

In Orlando. Nick Anderson 
had 2N points and was one of 
four Orlando players to score 
at least 2fi as the Magic heat 
the New Jersey Nets. 114-102. 
for their team-record sixth 
straight win. 

Dennis Scott five of seven 
three-pointers and finished 
with 23 points for Orlando, 
which extended its winning 
streak against the Nets to five 
games. 

In Los Angeles. Willie 
Anderson scored 27 of his 
season-high 33 points in the 
first half as the San Antonio 
Spurs completed their first- 
ever season sweep of the Los 
Angeles Lakers with a 126-1 It) 
victory. 

The Spurs won all four 
games from the Lakers this 
season, sweeping Los Angeles 
for the first time since entering 
the NBA in 1976. 

In Scuttle, the Boston Cel- 
tics set a team record for futil- 
ity as Seattle’s Kendall Gill 
scored a season-high 25 points 
to give the Supersedes a 1 15- 
102 victory and deal the Celts 
their 1 lth' straight defeat. 

The loss broke a club record 
of 10 straight losses, set in 
January 1949. 
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TLXJXG W'S r T'A'U%!A'}^T 

WILL BE OPENED ALL EVENINGS 
AT IFTAR DURING THE HOLY 
MONTH OF RAMADAN 
SIIEMISANl TEL: 660250 


Are yon looking for serious finance? 


A gulf based group is ready to provide' 
adequate finance for industrial agricul- 
tural or sendees projects in Jordan and 
the west bank, provided they are sup- 
ported with proper feasibility studies . 


Those with such eligible projects should write to 
"Projects Manager" P.O.Box 811749, Amman 11181, 
Attaching a comprehensive summary of the feasibility 
study and indicating type of required association, not 
later than March 10, 1994 . 


to coach 
Saudi team 

BUENOS AIRES. Argentina 
(AP) — Saudi Arabia's nation- 
al soccer team will compete in 
the World Cup under the gui- 
dance of an Argentine coach. 
Jorge Solari, the government 
announced. 

"Indio" (the Indian) Solari. 
as he is known to Argentine 
fans, was responsible for the 
transfer last year of star Diego 
Maradona to league team 
Newell’s Old Boys. Both res- 
igned in December after poor 
results sent Newell's to the 
bottom of the standings. 

; Late .Friday,, the media sec- 
retariat issued a statement 
saying. "By requesting of 
Saudi King Fahd Bin Abdul 
Aziz Bin Al Saud to (Argen- 
tine) President Carlos Menem, 
he (Menem) proposed Sol3ri, 
who is already organising his 
coaching team." 


3 WAYS TO FLY THE CONCORDE 


Ruv 3 First Class ticket Amman - Paris - New York, and a! 
Club Class New York - Paris - Amman, and fly to 
Concorde Paris - New York - Paris-, 

■ Buy a Club Class round trip ticket Amman - Parish 
New York and fly the Concorde New York - Paris! 

11' accompanied by your spouse buy a First Class round', 
trip ticket Amman - Paris - New York, pay only 50% for; 

your spouse and fly both the Concorde!- 



For more ir.formaiiun: 
Reservation; 666055 
Sales: 69851" 698318 
or ycur travel ageni 


WHY TO BUY //? 

SINCE YOU CAN BORROW & ENJOY 
WITH OUR DAILY HOME DEUVARY SERVICE 
YOU WILL BE ABLE TO HAVE YOUR FAVO- 
RATE MAGAZINE FOR 24 HRS. 

READERS OASIS TEL & FAX 836B46 


CAR FOR SALE 

Mitsubishi Colt, model 1991, lady- 
driven, very good condition. Very 
reasonable price. Duty unpaid. 

Contact tel: 685635-685641 (business) 
Tel: 814558 (residence). 


T 


SPACE TRAVEL 
ROYAL JORDANIAN 

YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO VISIT * LONDON * 

5 NIGHTS / 6 DAYS UP TO 3 1 MAY, 1 994 

DEPARTURE MONVTHURS - RETURN S AT/TUES 

PRICE INCLUDES; RETURN TICKET & STAY 
AT ONE OF THE HILTON HOTELS - BED 
& CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 

HILTON OLYMPIA OR PLAZA ON HYDE PARK 
PER PERSON: IN TWIN J.D. 520 IN SINGLE JD. 605 

KENSINGTON HILTON OR REGENTS PARK 
HILTON PER PERSON. IN TWIN 
JD. 550 IN SINGLE JD 635 

«■ EXTENSION OF STAY CAN BE ARRANGED * 

FOR MORE INFORMATION & RESERVATION 
PLEASE CALL US 

668069 / 669068 / 688075 OR YOUR TRAVEL AGENT. 


VACANT POST FOR NATIONAL COORDINATOR I 
IN JORDAN (JORDANIAN) : 

FOR U.N. PROGRAMME ON GLOBAL 
ENVIRONMENT FACILITY 
SMALL GRANTS PROGRAMME 

The GEF NGO Small-Grants Programme is a pilot • 
programme which aims at providing support for small- i 
scale activities that address global environment prog- ! 
ramme. i.e. reduce global warming, conserve biologic- ! 
al diversity, protect international waters and reduce t 
depletion of the ozone layer. Activities that combat', 
desertification, land degradation and deforestation are I 
also included. The principal objective of the program- : 
me is to identify and demonstrate community-based : 
approaches and strategies that could reduce threats to \ 
the global environment if replicated successfully over- : 
time 

Required Qualifications: 

The national coordinator for the above programme • 
should be Jordanian He/she should have a solid ■ 
understanding of environmental problems within the ■ 
country and o'f their implications for the global environ- • 
ment He/she should have. ■ 

- ten or more years experience in the environment • 
tield and/or experience with development program- • 
mes that have conserved the environment; 

- in-oeprh knowledge of the local NGO community : 

and oi relevant local scientific and technical re-1 
sources. . ; 

- experience with small-grant (micro-enterprise) ; 

programmes. ; 

- proven management and administrative skills; and ■ 

- experience in preparing such written materials as 
project summaries and assessments, programme \ 
implementation reports, evaluations and analysis. I 

The selected candidate will be recruited under Special ; 
Service Agreement for one year duration, as of April 1 . * 
1994. tor a monthly salary of around JD550. ; 

For those interested, please send your C.V. to > 
UNDP office P.O.Box 35286, Amman-Jordan. ’ 
Deadline is March 17, 1994. 
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Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


GHOST 

Shows: 12:30, 3:00. 8:30. 10 : 30 


PLAZA 


MISSION OF JUSTICE 

SJinw*. 12 'll. 3 HU ■« 3 ‘». !* 1 “ 


Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD “ 1 ” 

Robin Hood Prince Of Thieu’s 

Minus I 2 : 3 | l. vill it In s m. in mi 

CONCORD “ 2 ” 

Nowhere To Run 

Minus. IJ-tn. JlDl. rr .^1 

Arabic play "Hi America" at 8 30 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 


Opening Soon 
A political comedy 


Tel.: 675571 

Na bil Al Washing Thea tre 

preseats a play entitled: 

Al Ilm Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors. Abeer Issa. Daoud Jalajel. 
Hassan Al Shae:. Fuad Shomali 
in addition to orher comedians 

Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 


Nabil and Hisham Theatre 

presents 

AhKan Arab Summit Conference 

(play) 

daily at 9:15 p.m. 

Theatre is closed Sundays, Mondays 
and Tuesdays 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


: Shbeilat seen winning union election 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Former Lower House of Parliament 
; Deputy Laith Shbeilat was tipped to clench the Jordan 
Engineering Association presidency from incumbent Husni 
i Abu Ghaida as the Jordan Times went to press Saturday. With 
; a.total of 6.600 votes cast Friday and Saturday, the turnout was 
' the highest in the history of the association's elections, whose 
; previous high was 4,400 votes cast in 1992. Early results 
• indicated that six of the nine posts on the association's 
executive committee would almost certainly be held by 
members of the Muslim Brotherhood's White list. Mr. 
Shbeilat, an independent, is backed by the pan-Arab leftist 
coalition known as the Green List which is expected to win two 
of the association's nine seats. 

Top FIS leaders moved out of jail 

PARIS (R) — The two top leaders of Algeria's banned Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) have been transferred from military jail 
; and put under house arrest on the eve of a possible amnesty, 
an Algerian newspaper reported on Saturday. The daily 
Liberte said FIS President Abbasi Madani and his deputy Ali 
Belhadj, jailed for 12 years in July 1992, had been moved out 
' of the military prison in Blida south of the capital. 

: Branch Davidians cleared in murder trial 

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — A jury acquitted all II Branch 
; Davidians of murder and murder conspiracy Saturday, accept- 
ing defence lawyers' claims that cult members acted in 
self-defence when they gunned down four federal agents 
! during last year's botched raid. All 1 1 defendants — six of 

■ whom were foreign-bom — were charged with murder and 
murder conspiracy, which carry sentences of up to life in 
prison. Some also faced firearms charges. Four agents from 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms were killed 
Feb. 28, 1993, in a shootout with David Koresh's followers as 
they tried to arrest the cult leader on weapons charges. Six 

■ Davidians were killed in the shootout with about 75 agents. 

Fundamentalist hanged for Foda killing 

CAIRO (AFP) — A militant was hanged in a prison here on 
Saturday for the murder of secular writer Fa rag Foda. officials 
said. Ashraf Abdul Shaft Ramadan was found guiltv in 
December for the 1992 killing of the writer, who was an 
outspoken critic of Islamic fundamentalism. At his trial 
Ramadan insisted that others had carried out the killing but 
said he would go happily to the gallows. He had thanked God 
for granting him “the chance to become a martyr.” Ramadan 
was the chief accused of 12 militants on trial for killing Foda, 
who was gunned down as he left his Cairo house with his son 
on June 7, 1992. He became the 30th Muslim militant to be 
hanged since last June. Another fundamentalist suspected of 
involvement in the Foda killing, Ashraf AI Sayed Ibrahim, was 
executed in July for attempting to assassinate Information 
Minister Safwat Al Sfaerif on April 20. 

Iran, Germany reschedule debts 

.NICOSIA (AP) — Iran has rescheduled 4.5 billion Deutsche- ■ 
marks ($2.6 billion) in debts owed to German companies, a 
■senior official said Saturday in Tehran. The agreement is likely 
■to anger the United States, which had urged Germany to 
isolate Iran on grounds it sponsors international terrorism. 
Mahmoud Vaezi, deputy foreign minister for Euro- American 
affairs, told the Tehran Times ne w sp ap er that the payments — 
which had been due this year — would now be made between 
1996 and the year 2000. Mr. Vaezi spoke to die newspaper on 
return from a three-day trip to Germany during which he met 
senior officials including Chancellor Helmut Kohl. 

Walker named U.S. ambassador to Egypt 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — President Bill Clinton announced 
Friday that he had nominated Edward Walker as ambassador 
to Egypt. The 53-year-old career diplomat began at the State 
Department in 1967 and currently serves under the LLS. 
ambassador to the United Nations. He was ambassador to the 
United Arab Emirates from 1989 to 1992. Mr. Walker has 
. been posted in Israel. Syria. Lebanon. Tunisia. Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia and was part of the U.S. delegation to the 
-Mideast peace talks from 1979 to 1981 under then-President 
-Jimmy Carter. ' 

Kuwait marks liberation anniversary 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaitis beat drums, honked car horns and 
hung flags from skyscrapers on Saturday to celebrate the third 
anniversary of their liberation from Iraqi occupation. Revel- 
lers jammed central streets through the night. They watched 
fireworks and sprayed each other with canned foam to mark a 
U.S. -led coalition's 1991 liberation of the emirate. Kuwaitis, 
required to fast during daylight in the Holy Month of 
Ramadan, curtailed the celebrations before dawn. Some were 
expected to resume the revelry in the evening. The festivities 
were more subdued than in previous years following a police 
. campaign against rowdy behaviour by youths. 

‘Iraq equips Iranian rebels with weapons’ 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iraq has recently provided the Iranian 
rebel group, Mujahedeen-e-Khalq. with sophisticated 
weapons and other military equipment, an Iraqi opposition 
group charged Saturday. The Supreme Council of the Islamic 
Revolution in Iraq (SCRI). quoted by the Iranian news 
agency, said four ground-to-air missile launching pads. 
Katyusha rockets, tanks and radar equipment were delivered 
to the Mujahedeen. the main armed opposition based in Iraq. 
The Mujahedeen, using helicopters, tanks, heavy artillery and 
anti-aircraft guns, held a four-day militaiy exercise earlier this 
month In Iraq near the border with Iran. 

Olympic security fears for Israelis 

LILLEHAMMER (AFP) — Israel's three-man team at the 
Winter Olympics plans to take part in Sunday's closing 
ceremony despite security fears in the wake of the Hebron 
massacre. An Israeli spokesman, who asked to remain 
anonymous, told AFP on Saturday: "It won t change any- 
thing. we’re here for sport not for politics. It's terrible, it’s sad 
but you can’t mix politics and sport." Lillehammer police 
spokesman Roger Andresen said: "The incidents in Hebron 
have been taken into account when planning the last two days 
of the games and of the Israeli delegation." 

Quake hits Iran; no casualty reports 

NICOSIA (R) — A new earthquake, the 13th in the last four 
days, hit southeastern Iran on Saturday near the border with 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, the Iranian news agency IRNA 
said. It said the earthquake, measuring 5.7 on the Richter 
scale, hit areas near Zabol. a town close to the point where 
Iran, Afghanistan and Pakistan meet in Sistan-Baluchestan 
province. It did not report any damage or casualties. 

Somali leaders holding talks in Egypt 

NAIROBI (AFP) — Self-styled Somali President Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad was in Cairo on Saturday for talks with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak on the Somali -:r,r s pro- Al Mahdi 
Radio Mogadishu reposed in ,• ;--vrc.s-. r.i.'Siitired here. 
The radio quoted Mr. Al Mahdi as saying that his visit to Cairo 
was at the invitation of the Egyptian president, who is current 
chairman of the Organisation of Africa Unity. Mr. Mubarak is 
meeting the heads of Somalia's 15 political organisations to try 
to resolve the Somali crisis, the radio said. After the Cairo 
visit. Mr. Al Mahdi is also scheduled to visit Kenya to speak to 
Somalis living in its western neighbour, the radio added. 


Leaders of anti- Yeltsin 


Northern Yemenis 


rebellion freed from j ail say south planning 



MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Leaders of the October 1993 
armed revolt against President 
Boris Yeltsin walked free from 
Lefortovo prison Saturday five 
months after being jailed, re- 
leased under an amnesty 
approved by parliament last 
week. 

Former Vice-President Ale- 
xander Rutskoi. wearing a 
long, grey beard and dressed in 
a military uniform, emerged 
from the main entrance of the 
jail where he and several other 
Yeltsin foes have been await- 
ing trial on charges of "orga- 
nising mass disturbances." 

About 200 people waving 
red banners and shouting 
“Rutskoi for president.” 
cheered as the leader of the 
rebellion, accompanied by his 
wife Ludmila and son, shook 
hands and thanked his suppor- 
ters. 

"I was with you and will 
remain with you until the 
end.” Mr. Rutskoi. 47, quoted 
by Interfax news agency told 
the crowd before being 
whisked away in a navy blue 
Mercedes. “The main thing 
now is to remain calm." he 
added. 

Earlier, former Speaker 
Ruslan Khasbulatov. 51. and 
Albert Makashov, who led the 
attack on the Ostankino broad- 


cast centre on Oct. 3, were 
discretely released from a side 
door of the prison and taken 
away in a car. eyewitnesses 
said. 

The amnesty prompted Pro- 
secutor General Alexei Kazan- 
nik to resign Saturday in pro- 
test over the move which he 
denounced as "one of the most 
shameful acts of Russian par- 
liamentarism." 

The release of the rebel 
leaders was viewed as a slap in 
the face for Mr. Yeltsin who 
had vowed to punish the orga- 
nisers of the two days of riot 
violence '‘to the strictest extent 
of the law" for having "raised 
their hands against Moscow, 
against sacred things." 

Mr. Yeltsin dispatched 
Saturday presidential aide 
Georgi Saratov to hold talks 
with Speaker Ivan Rybkin on 
the decision. ITAR-TASS re- 
ported, but the move appeared 
to come too late. 

Mr. Kazannik said he felt he 
had no legal right to defy par- 
liament. “Neither could he 
bring himself to release men he 
called the “instigators” of 
“murders and pogroms." 

The only cboice left, he said, 
was to offer his resignation to 
Mr. Yeltsin. 

“This act of political amnes- 


ty will forever remain a shame- 
ful page in Russian parliamen- 
tary history," Mr. Kazannik, a 
52-year-old legal scholar, said. 

His deputy. Vladimir Kravt- 
sov, said he was assuming re- 
sponsibility for carrying out the 
amnesty approved this week by 
the lower house of parliament, 
the Duma. \ ' 

Mr. Khasbulatov and Mr. 
Rutskoi led parliament opposi- 
tion to Mr. Yeltsin’s economic 
reforms and later headed the 
legislators who refused to obey 
.the president's order to dis- 
pand and declared Mr. Rutskoi 
— a hero of the Aghan war — 
Russia's president. 

The tense standoff, which 
began in September, turned 
Into street violence when 
armed hardliners, led by Mr.~ 
Makashov and others, attemp- 
ted to storm government butld- 
* ings and the main T.V. station 
in Moscow on Oct. 3. 

A day later, Mr. Yeltsin sent 
tanks and troops to crush the 
defiant lawmakers. At least 
140 people have died in the 
violence and hundreds were 
wounded. 

A crowd of about 500 sup- 
porters and curious onlookers 
. gathered outside the walls of 
Lefortovo, a forbidding former 
KGB prison in central Mos- 
cow. 


a major offensive I British police 



Palestinians help an injured comrade folio wing heavy dashes on Saturday with Israeli soldiers in 
Andb East Jerusalem (AFP photo) 

Settlers in Hebron display 
no remorse over massacre 


HEBRON, Occupied West 
Bank (R) — Jewish seminary 
students kept their fingers on 
the triggers of their sub- 
machineguns while they 
prayed, ate and chatted with 
soldiers outside the Cave of the 
Patriarchs. 

They smiled, they laughed. 

They showed no signs of 
remorse. 

Inside there were pools of 
blood on the floor of the Bib- 
lical shrine, holy to both Jews 
and Muslims. 

Just a few hours earlier, a 
fellow Jewish settler had gone 
into the mosque which forms 
part of the Cave of the Pat- 
riarchs and opened fire with an 
automatic rifle on hundreds of 
Arabs kneeling at dawn 
prayers during tee Holy Month 
of Ramadan. 

Baruch Goldstein, a 42-year- 
old doctor from the nearby 
settlement of Kiryat Arba, bad 
slain dozens of Arab worship- 
pers in the worst massacre in 
26 years of conflict between 
Israel and Arabs over occupied 
Palestinian land. 

In the wake of the carnage, 
the scene was chilling. 

About 30 young Jews who 
studied at a seminary in the 
cave complex sat in the sun- 
shine and munched oranges 
and sandwiches. 

They wore the blue-and- 
white skullcaps that are part of 
their Jewish heritage. Like 
many Israeli settlers allowed to 
bear arms, they had guns slung 
over their shoulders. Some 
kept their fingers on the trig- 
gers. 

They embraced Israeli sol- 
diers who had cordoned off the 
mosque after the bloodshed. 

Children dressed in leopard 
and witch costumes for the 
Jewish holiday of Purira, which 
fell on Friday, milled around. 

Up the road, the streets of 
Hebron had fallen quiet with 
the shock n £ m2r-s3C“c. "Hie 

men mourning at the houses of 
the dead or walking back from 
funerals -at the cemetery. 

Asked if he condemned the 
killings, settlers leader Noam 
Am on told Reuters; 

“This is the result of an 
accumulation of incidents 



here. You cannot take it out of 
context. The Arabs are con- 
stantly attacking Jews here. 
Just yesterday, we were 
praying here and the Arabs 
were shouting ‘Massacre the 
Jews’." 

Hebron has long been 
wracked by violence between 
Arab and Jew . Some of the 
most extreme Jewish settlers 
live in enclaves in the middle of 
the dty of 110,000 Arabs. 

Palestinians frequently com- 
plain about armed settlers mar- 
ching through their markets, 
overturning vegetable stands, 
vandalising property, and 
attacking the Arab inhabitants. 

In the heart of the dty sits 
the Cave of the Patriarchs, 
comprising the mosque, the 
cave where Biblical patriarchs 
are buried, and a hall for Jew- 
ish prayer. 

The entrance to the shrine is 
dominated by a Jewish semi- 
nary with Israeli flags fluttering 
from the rooftop and a giant 
sign in Hebrew and English — 
“Jewish Hebron settlers gift 
shop." The shop, winch was 
once burned in a Palestinian 
petrol bomb attack, is encased 
in wire mesb. 

The army barred journalists 
from entering the mosque after 
the massacre. Carloads of 
Arab municipal officials and 
the Muslim caretakers of holy 
places were^ allowed in to in- 
vestigate. iney left with dark 
expressions as they passed the 
group of settlers. 

Mr. Arnon said be believed 
Goldstein was distraught over 
the double killing in December 
of an Israeli father and son, 
settlers from the Hebron area, 
and was motivated by revenge. 
Goldstein, a doctor, had tre- 
ated the two. 

“I blame the government for 
spilling the blood of Jews. We 
warned them it could cause a 
counter-explosion," Mr. 
Amon said. 

“We hone this serves as a 

stop cooperating with the 
enemy and to provide security 
so all the Jews can pray here 
without fear." 

AFP ADDS: Another sertler 
who refused to be named com- 
pared Goldstein with the bib- 
lical Samson who fought 


the Philistines. 

Goldstein’s brother-in-law, 
Moshe Ben Yossef. said the 
slaughter was "a magnificent 
present for the Purim festival,” 
a holiday which marks the de- 
liverance of Jews from a mas- 
sacre in ancient Persia. 

The Kach movement and 
Kahana Hai. two far- right anti- 
Arab groups who lay claim to 
the heritage of racist Rabbi 
Meir Kahana. who was mur- 
dered in November 1990, took 
up the same theme hailing 
Goldstein as a “saint and mar- 
tyr." 

Rabbi Moshe Levinger, who 
founded Kyriat Arba, turned 
the blame for the carnage on 
the government accusing it of 
•'being soft on Arab terrorism 
which pushed Dr. Goldstein 
into despair." 

All the main right-wing 
nationalist parties who support 
the settlers nonetheless conde- 
mned the killing. 

“It is a sickening and crazy 
crime. Jewish terrorism cannot 
be an answer for Arab terror- 
ism.” declared opposition 
Likud party leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu. 

“But the settlers must not 
suffer from the consequences 
when they are already the 
target of Arab terrorism." 

Right-wing parties were to 
hold a meeting Saturday even- 
ing to decide what course to 
take in a bid not to harm the 
future of Israeli settlement on 
rbe West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin held a series of consulta- 
tions with ministers, police and. 
army chiefs Saturday to work 
out measures to take to stem 
the violence, officials said. 

He was reviewing several 
proposals ranging from an offi- 
cial inquiry into the carnage, 
banning extremist settlers’ 
leaders from the occupied ter- 
ritories and disarming the set- 
tlers. 

• ..!m> de- 

ienee minister was due to re- 
port to the weekly cabinet 
meeting on Sunday after some 
ministers urged "severe" ac- 
tion against the settlers. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres, however, ruled out dis- 
arming the settlers. 


SANAA (Agencies) — South- 
ern troops are preparing for a 
major offensive to capture the 
strategic town of Qaataba, a 
Spokesman of the northern 
General People’s Congress 
(GPC) party charged Satur- 
day. 

“The YSP (Yemen Socialist 
Party) has massed troops and 
heavy weapons near the for- 
mer border," which used to 
divide the former North and 
South Yemen republics before 
they united in May 1990,. the 
spokesman said. 

“Their forces are getting 
ready to capture the strategic 
town of Qaataba, whose 
'occupation would allow them 
to 'enter Ibb," a city deeper 
inside the northern region, he 
charged. 

The YSP “seeks to trigger a 
full-blown war,” he charged. 

Reuter, in a Dubai-datelined 
report, quoted oil industry 
sources in the area as saying 
South Yemenis had sent mis- 
siles, tanks and heavy guns to 
the vital oil province. 

The arrival of the armour 
was the latest spiral in tension 
between Mr. Saleh and his 
Vice-President Aii Salem Al 
Beidh, whose rival forces have 
been fighting for a week in a 
southern province. 

The sources quoted by Reu- 
ter said tanks, long-range guns 
and ground-to-air missiles ar- 
rived on Friday and Saturday 
near the town of Ataq, capital 
of the oil-producing province 
of Shabwa about 160 
kilometres northeast of Aden. 

Mr. Saleh’s GPC — which 
ruled the former North Yemen 

— and Mr. Beidh’s YSP — 
which ruled die south — de- 
cided to share power upon 
unification, but they have not 
merged armies. 

The GPC spokesman ac- 
cused the YSP of sending 
several tanks, 37 Russian- 
made armoured vehicles and 
nearly thirty 36-millime e 
guns to Al A’wabel, Shi’b -U 
Khanaq and Jahaf provinces, 
' adjoining the former border. 

- The southern oarty on Fri- 


day distributed 3,000 light 
weapons to its militiamen in 
these provinces, he added; 

The YSP has also bought 
from Bulgaria several fighter 
aircraft that landed in the past 
few days in the southern air- 
ports of Aden, capital of the 
former' South Yemen, and AI 
Rayan, be said. 

Tens of tonnes of military, om- 
forms, tents and blankets.were 
unloaded lately in the airport 
of Hadhramaut province, 500 
kilometres northeast of Aden, 
he said. 

Mr. Saleh and Mr. Beidh 
have been locked in a political 
showdown since August, when 
Mr. Beidh refused to take up 
his duties as vice president in 
the capital Sanaa, in the north, 
demanding major economic, ! 
political and security reforms. 

A reconciliation agreement I 
signed on Feb. 20 by Mr. Saleh 
and Mr. Beidh in Amman has | 
failed so far to end the crisis as | 
nearly 20 soldiers have been . 
lulled in clashes between rival 
army units since then. 

'Yemeni Minister of Defence 
Haytham Qassem Al Taher, a 
southerner, said Friday the 
military commission in charge 
of implementing the security 
measures agreed upon in Am- 
man has failed to stop escala- 
tion. 

Clashes between the north- 
ern Amaliqah brigade and the 
southern Wahda brigade have 
been going on in Abyan since 
Sunday. 

The Amaliqah brigade was 
stationed in the south follow- 
ing the 1990 union. 

A committee headed by De- 
puty Chief of Staff Colonel Ali 
Mohammad Salah went to 
Abyan on Sunday to separate 
the factions and persuade the 
Wahda brigade to return to 
Hadramaut province in the 
south. 

But the spokesman said in a 
statement on Friday that the 
committee had returned to the 
capital Sanaa “aftyer failing in 
its mission to get the Wahda 
troops back to their base." 


Moscow acknowledges 
Ames was Russian mole 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — A 
top Russian general effectively 
acknowledged on Saturday 
that Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy (CIA) veteran Aldrich 
Ames, who was arrested in the 
United States on Monday on 
spying charges, had indeed 
been working for Moscow. 

“He worked there and work- 
ed for us. He defended our 
interests because he exposed 
spies who were pumping Rus- 
sian secrets to the United 
States," ITAR-TASS news 
agency quoted Lieutenant- 
General Mikhail Kolesnikov, 
chief of the armed forces' 
general staff, as saying. 

Gen. Kolesnikov's comment 
was the first from Moscow to 
touch on Mr. Ames' activities. 

Mr. Ames, 52, a CIA officer 
for more than 31 years and a 
former head of its counter- 
intelligence section, and his 
wife were arrested on Monday 
and subsequently charged with 
spying for Moscow since 1985 
in return for payoffs of more 
than SI. 5 million. 

Washington on Friday expel- 
led a Russian diplomat, whom 
it identified as Moscow's chief 
Intelligence officer in the Un- 
ited States, and threatened' 
further action. 

Moscow has called for the 
Ames affair to be resolved 
quietly. But an official of the 
foreign intelligence service said 


on Friday his office had “com- 
promising materials against 
some U.S. diplomats and Rus- 
sian citizens who cooperate 
with American special ser- 
vices" and hinted that “under 
certain circumstances’' Mos- 
cow could use these materials. 

Another senior Russian 
general taunted Washington 
over its indignation at the 
espionage affair, stating that 
Russia should be complaining 
from the loss of the key spy. ' 

“This spy worked for us. He 
unmasked our spies, Soviet 
spies that revealed state secrets 
to governments abroad," com- 
mented General Yevgeny Pod- 
kolzhin. 

“So was there a prejudice 
caused to the United States?" 
He asked “No. But for us, it 
was a loss of a major advan- 
tage,” Gen. Podkolzhin, the 
commander of airborne forces, 
said. 

Gen. Kolesnikov brushed 
aside suggestions of a link be- 
tween the espionage affair and 
Russia's diplomatic initiatives 
in Bosnia. 

Russian media has reported 
that Washington might be 
attempting to embarrass Rus- 
sia with the espionage case in 
retaliation for its opposition to 
the threat of North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation airstrikes 
m Bosnia. 
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to aJ! interested Consultants/Consulting firms 

The German Agency for Technical Cooperation (GTZ) - a governmem- 
owned development organization - is commissioned to undertake specials) 
planning & implementation of measures for technical cooperation with 
developing countries. 

Pan of the GTZ-policy is to promote and utilize locally available know- 
how and local consulting bureaus wherever possible. 

In cooperation with the Ministry or Planning (MoP). GTZ intends to 
publish a directory of Jordanian consultants/eonsulting firms 
which will be made available to all interested panics and organizations 
working in the fields of development cooperation. 

GTZ is particularly interested in information on the following fields; 

Water and Irrigation 
Agriculture and Rural Development 
Environmental Considerations and impacts 
Organization and Management Development 
Computer Systems and Information Management 
Projeet Planning. Project Management and Evaluation 
Socio-economic and Cultural Aspects or Development 

If interested, please ask for a questionnaire at: 

GTZ-Prqjcet Administration Service, 

Consultancy Study Group, Tel: 6*7021. Fax: 683402 


break-in 

LONDON (R) — British 
police promised a thorough in- 
vestigation after thieves broke 
into the private London apart- 
ments of Prince Charles in riie : 
third major breach of royat 
security this year. Cufflinkt;. 
and tiepins belonging to 
prince were stolen in the' 
break-in at St James’s Palace',’ .' 
which is also home to other 
members of the royal family. 
The 45-year-old heir to the 
throne was ona skiing. holiday 
in the Swiss resort of Klosters 
at the time. The theft was 
discovered early Friday by a 
member of the prince's staff.- 
British police said they would 
carry out “a full and rigorous 
investigation into both the 
burglary and the circumstances 
surrounding it" and would 
send a report to Home Secret- 
ary (Interior Minister) Michael 
Howard soon. Police declined 
to give details of the burglary 
but said the front of the palace' 
was covered in builder's scaf- 
folding. * 'At rhis early stage ir’s 
believed this may have played a 
a part" a spokesman said. For- 
mer London Police Comman- 
der Terry O'Connell said the 
fact that the prince was away 
may also have played a part. “I 
don't think security was as high 
as it would have been bad he 
been there." he said in a televi-, 
sion interview. Britain's 
royalty-obsessed tabloids 
Saturday criticised the weak 
links in the royal security cor- 
don that allowed the burglars 
in. The Daily Mirror described 
the break-in as “an astonishing 
new security blunder" white 
the Daily Mail said the burg- 
lary exposed “an aiarming new 
gap in royal security." 

U.S. to consider 
banning most 
cigarettes 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The United States is consider- 
ing, a ban on any cigarettes 
Strong enough to get people 
hooked on nicotine, according - 
to a top health official who said 
that the substance could be 
classified as a drug. Food and- 
Drug Administration (FDA) 
Commissioner David Kessler . 
said that nicotine's addictive 
nature could give it the legal 
definition of a drug' and has 
asked Congress for direction 
on the matter. He also said 
there was mounting proof that 
cigarette manufacturers were 
deliberately increasing nicotine 
levels in order to get smokers 
addicted. "This evidence 
makes it clear that tobacco 
companies in America are no- 
thing less than our most noto- 
rious drug cartel." said Repre- 
sentative Richard Durbin of 
Illinois, who said Congress 
should look into the matteT. 
The FDA has not made a 
derision on the classification, 
but if it does Mr. Kessler wrote 
that it could lead “ultimately, 
removal from the market of 
tobacco products containing 
nicotine at levels that cause or 
satisfy addiction." Mr. Kes- 
sler's remarks are the latest in 
a series of steps to get Amer- 
icans to kick the habit, a cam- 
paign President Sill Clinton, 
whose wife Hillary banned 
smoking from ttie White 
House, supports. Thursday, 
the Surgeon General issued a. 
report decrying the number of 
teenage smokers and several 
fast-food chains have recently 
banned smoking from their 
restaurants. 

Stay In bed and 
live longer — 
Chinese doctor 

BEIJING (R) — People who 
happily hop out of bed first 
thing in the momipg are likely 
. to get exactly what they deserve 
— a major heart’ attack, 
according to a Chinese doctor. 
"The waking moment when- 
one first cracks an eyelid is the 
moment of greatest risk for 
cardiac arrest even sudden 
death,” Huang Guoxiong of 
the Liaoning Chinese Medical 
College told the official 
Xinhua News Agency Satur- 
day- “Therefore, after first 
awakening idle about in bed 
rather than show off your hard- 
working spirit." Dr. Huang 
said years of study had proved 
to him the value of loafing 
around in bed and the dangers 
of springing to one’s feet 'to 
greet the new day. “When one 
hop s out of bed immediately 
after awakening, even more • 
burden is laid on the faearr," 
Dr. Huang said, that a far 
better way of waking up in- 
volved a lengthy lie-in and a 
slow gathering of energy. 
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